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DRAFT

Alcohol and College Life Committee Meeting (Alcohol and Other Drugs Committee)

March 27, 2007

8:00 a.m., CMU 203
Present: Susanne Williams, Dane Jenson, Chad Johannessohn, Jennifer Gifford, Ferman Woodberry, Sylvia Barnier, Jill Lavelle, Karen Lester, Jean Sando, Jason Tan, Andrew Johnson, Mike Ruth, Cliff Schuette, Becky Boyle Jones
1. Susanne Williams, chair of the committee, welcomed everyone to the meeting. An attendance/sign-in sheet was circulated.

2. Minutes of the March 7, 2007 meeting were approved.
3. Williams asked the group to discuss the drafted policy from March 7.

a. Jennifer Gifford asked if we should include smokeless tobacco since the research study focused on the health issues related to smoking and secondhand smoke. She also noted that it would be more difficult to enforce.

i. Discussion: We have a problem with spitting on campus and that is a health issue. Spitting effects others because someone has to clean up the mess. We should make the policy clearer and specifically name smokeless tobacco as being banned on campus.
ii. Following the discussion, the group unanimously agreed that smokeless tobacco would remain in the drafted policy, and that we should specifically name it in the policy. 

b. Mike Ruth asked how the policy would address theater performances when the actors light cigarettes. Would we allow an exception in the policy? Doing so would expose and entire theater full of patrons to the secondhand smoke. Becky Boyle Jones also noted that allowing smoking on stage becomes problematic if an academic class is required to attend the performance and they would be exposed to secondhand smoke. Jean Sando will contact the theater folks for their insight.

c. Ruth noted that the policy should emphasize cessation programs. As the draft currently stands, it emphasizes punishment. Sando suggested that we add a line that identifies the cessation resources and provide a link to the URL where the resources will be listed.

d. The group discussed how we will make job applicants and potential students aware of the policy. It was suggested that if the policy is approved, that a statement such as “MSUM is a tobacco-free campus” be printed on job applications, job announcements, student enrollment applications, etc. The group noted that the statement should be printed right next to the university’s equal opportunity statement.

e. Williams contacted Cindy Borgen, Clay County Public Health’s tobacco specialist. Borgen forwarded a comprehensive list of tobacco cessation resources (see handout). She also said that some time ago, someone in Hendrix Health had inquired about getting training in smoking cessation. Karen Lester and Cliff Schuette will look into training opportunities for staff members in Hendrix and the Counseling Center.

f. Discussion of Sanctions: Should we have them?

i. Williams shared President Barden’s suggestion that we have a “dragon clean-up crew.” The group was not supportive of that idea.

ii. We must make sure that help with cessation is always the first response. We will likely have people who will struggle with quitting or who cannot quit. 

iii. Mike Ruth said we should provide a place for those people to smoke. They shouldn’t face a severe sanction such as separation from the university (as in the AOD student policy) if they smoke on campus. Jill Lavelle disagreed saying we should not provide a place for people to smoke—smoking is a health hazard. The current policy draft allows for smoking in private vehicles. Jean Sando emphasized that at Merit Care, they have a smoking shelter and smokers don’t use it because they don’t like it and it smells bad. She also noted that at Minot State University, they found that they really didn’t have much of a problem. They used a lot of visible signage and people were willing to comply. They handle problem situations with their faculty and student codes of conduct. They were also specific about where the campus borders begin and end. Sando also reminded the group that IUPUI cleaned up some of the areas immediately surrounding their campus (cleaning up after smokers). Williams said that MSCTC-Moorhead has a designated smoking shelter on their campus but it is not used and they still have problems with people smoking at the entrances of campus buildings.
iv. Williams said that the President would like to know how campuses with neighborhoods (such as MSUM) have handled going smoke-free. She will contact Bismark.

v. Cliff Schuette said that enforcement/sanctions seem to be handled on the honor system at other institutions.

vi. Williams said we will continue the discussion of how to handle enforcement/sanction issues at the next meeting.

vii. Next meeting is Monday, April 2, at 5:00 p.m. with dinner.
Meeting adjourned. Minutes submitted by Susanne Williams.

