History 336: History of Mexico


History 336: History of Mexico

MacLean Hall 164, Tuesdays and Thursdays 3-4:15

Prof. Nathan Clarke
  





Department of History

Office: MacLean Hall 374c       




Telephone: 477-2728


Email and AIM: clarke@mnstate.edu  



Office Hours: MWF 1-4

This course surveys the history of Mexico from the pre-colonial period through 2000, including its long colonial period and the Mexican Revolution.  Mexican history has benefitted and suffered from its interaction with the world, including Spanish colonialism, European Enlightenment thought, the French military, and the United States business interests, among others.  This class will scrutinize the effects of these interactions in creating modern Mexico.  Throughout the class, we will focus on the experiences of the people of all strata of Mexican history, especially the common people. There are four main course themes:  (1) persistence of the past (pre-colonial, colonial, and postcolonial legacies); (2) domination and resistance; (3) plight of the poor; and (4) Mexico and the world, especially the United States.

Class Promises

This course makes a set of promises to you (assuming you fulfill the expectations below).  By the end of the semester, you should be able:

1. To be familiar with the major events of Mexican history, the major historical figures, and how those events have shaped the Mexico of today.

2. To develop skills as a historian by analyzing primary documents and formulating your own arguments.

3. To research, prepare, and write a ten-page history paper using the tools of a historian.

4. To show leadership skills by running discussion section once during the semester. 

Course Expectations

This course will fulfill these promises if you promise the following in return:

This course will fulfill these promises if you promise the following in return:

· To attend class.  This course is a mixture of lecture and discussion, to do well in this class you have to be present.  I do not take attendance, but your attendance and attention is expected.

· To participate a lot. Participating will help you write excellent papers, craft persuasive responses on exams, and come away from the course not only more knowledgeable about Mexican history, but also more skilled in the methods and practices necessary for the study of history and other academic disciplines. Class participation consists of oral and written contributions, as well as group work. You should use the resources online (like the social forum on Moodle) as much as possible (everyday!).
· To read the assigned materials carefully. As we will discuss the readings in every class session, completing the day’s reading before entering class will help you succeed. Be sure to take notes on what you read! Jot down the points you thought were important, the questions you have, and prepare yourself for discussion before class.  A large part of your grade comes from participation, so be sure to be ready to participate.
· To complete all assignments. To pass the class you must complete all the assignments.
Assignments

This class has six assignments: quizzes, three papers, leading class discussion, and a final exam.

Papers: You will have to write three papers in this class. I encourage you to use the Write Cite and to turn in drafts of your papers to me.  Each paper will be 1,000 words long.

There are four possible topics:

1. Conquest of the Aztecs: explain what you think the most important reason for the conquest of the Aztecs was.

2. Independence of Mexico: explain what you think the most important reason for the movements towards independence were.

3. Manifest Destiny or Imperialism: using Henderson, analyze the causes for the US-Mexican War from both sides of the conflict.

4. The Mexican Miracle: using Artemio Cruz as an example, analyze the history of the decades after the Mexican Revolution. 
There are no fixed due dates, but everything must be handed in by December 8 at noon.  I highly recommend you turn in your papers as early as possible – you do not want to have to write three papers and a final exam during exam week.  Handing in papers during the semester also gives you the possibility to obtain feedback on your work and the possibility to improve through the semester.  There will be no extensions or incompletes without extensively documented proof of illness, injury, or death. 

Discussion: The major assignment is to participate in class discussions, both online and in class. Discussion provides an opportunity for the class – students and professor - to deal with the course readings and lectures, to ask questions, challenge assumptions and assertions, and achieve a better understanding of the course materials.  Nobody, not even the professor, knows everything there is to know about the subject, but everybody knows something, has their own interpretations, and can contribute to class learning: group discussion clarifies information for everybody more effectively than individual learning.   

The point of discussion is to have you ask questions about the course materials, to scrutinize the point of view of the author, and to elucidate the connections between the parts of the course.  Asking questions is an essential feature of the discussion: often you have the same question as many of your classmates, so do not hesitate to ask a question!

Discussion constitutes a major portion of your course grade; it is nearly impossible to achieve a decent grade (A or B) without participating effusively and intelligently in discussion – your presence does not suffice.

Leading Class Discussion:  You will be required to lead class discussion once during the semester.  The week prior to your assigned discussion-lead session, you will be required to meet me during office hours (or by appointment) to review your questions and discussion-leading techniques.  Those questions will then be posted on Moodle at least 96 hours before your leading session (Friday for a Tuesday class, Sunday for a Thursday class).  Make sure you are in contact with your partner and coordinate schedules and questions. Your discussion-leading grade is comprised of preparation, the quality of your questions, and your skill leading the class during discussion.

Final Exam: There will be a final exam covering the major issues of the class.  The exam will be open-note (you may bring your own hand written notes to the exam. You may not use photocopies, electronic notes, or print outs).

Quizzes: There will be random quizzes throughout the semester, both in class and online.  There will also be a map quiz in early September.

NB: All written work should follow Chicago Style for the Humanities (aka Turabian) and be written for an academic audience. Ask me for guidance on these points if you’re confused.

Academic Honesty

I expect you to adhere to the university’s policies on academic honesty. We will learn more about these issues throughout the semester. Refer to the academic honesty handout often.

Needs and Requirements

If you have special needs for classroom access, completion of assignments, or testing, please notify the course instructor.  I will do everything possible to help all students complete the course successfully.

Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services at 477-2131 (Voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MRS/TTY), CMU 114 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Readings

Timothy Henderson, A Glorious Defeat: Mexico and Its War with the United States (New York: Hill and Wang, 2008). ISBN 0809049678

John Reed, Insurgent Mexico (New York: International Publishers, 1998). ISBN 0717800997

Carlos Fuentes, The Death of Artemio Cruz, trans. Alfred MacAdam (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1991) ISBN 0374522839

Gilbert Joseph and Timothy Henderson, eds. The Mexico Reader: History, Culture, Politics (Durham: Duke University Press, 2002). ISBN 0822330423

Optional Textbook

Michael C. Meyer, William L. Sherman, Susan M. Deeds, The Course of Mexican History, 8th ed. (Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 2006). ISBN 0195178364  (The 6th or 7th editions are okay). 

Grade Breakdown





Grade Distribution

Final Exam

15%




A=100-93, A-=92-90, 

Paper


30%




B+=89-87, B=86-83, B-=82-80 

Oral Presentation
15%




C+=79-77, C=76-73, C-=72-70


Participation

30%




D=69-60


Quizzes and other
10%




F= <59

Tips for Success

The following points are crucial to get a good start in this course and finish well:

· Complete each week’s reading assignment before class and be prepared to take notes and contribute energetically and intelligently to discussions. Think of two points you’d like to make in class.

· Use a dictionary and keep a notebook with the meanings of words you don’t know.  Look them up and write them down, especially those in Spanish or Portuguese.  

· Stay informed by asking questions, checking the website, and going to office hours. 

· Get to know your fellow students. Partner up with someone to keep each other current on course-related announcements, handouts, etc.

Class Rules

· Be respectful of the class and your classmates.  

· No eating, drinking, cell phones, or wearing hats in class.

Course Schedule

August 26: Course Introduction 

Section I: Precursors: Maya, Aztec, and Spanish, to 1521

August 28: The Spanish 

· Fuentes, Ch. 3-4 from The Buried Mirror (ER)

September 2: The Maya

· Mexico Reader, Introduction

· Mexico Reader, Popol Vuh 

· Mexico Reader, The Meaning of Maize for the Maya

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 3-49

( Individual meetings begin (
September 4: The Aztecs

· Mexico Reader, The Origins of the Aztecs

· Mexico Reader, The Costs of Courage in Aztec Society

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 50-86

Section II: Conquest and the Columbian Exchange, 1519 to 1530 

September 9: Conquest of Mexico

September 11: The Environmental Conquest and the Columbian Exchange

· Mexico Reader, Why the Indians Are Dying

· Melville, “Environmental and Social Change…” (ER)

September 16: Library Exercise

Section III: Spanish Colonialism in the Americas, 1519 to 1810
September 18: Colonial Rule

· Mexico Reader, Introduction to III. Conquest and Colony
· Mexico Reader, A Baroque Archbishop-Viceroy

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 133-144

September 23: Colonial Economy 

· Mexico Reader, The Colonial Latifundio 

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 145-159

September 25: Race in New Spain

· Chipman, “Isabel Moctezuma” (ER) 
· Seed, “Social Dimensions of Race…” (ER) 

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 177-193

September 30: Religion and Colonial Culture

· Mexico Reader, The Spiritual Conquest

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 160-176, 194-217

October 2: Bourbon Reforms 

· Jose de Gálvez’s Decrees for the King’s Subjects in Mexico (ER) 

· Mexico Reader, The Itching Parrot

· von Humboldt, “Problems and Progress in Mexico” (ER) 

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 221-250

Section IV: Independence Movements, 1810-1821 

October 7: Independence I: Precursors and Hidalgo

· Mexico Reader, Introduction to IV Trials of the Young Republic

· Mexico Reader, The Siege of Guanajuato

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 251-263
October 9: Independence II: Morelos, Iturbide, and Nationhood

· Mexico Reader, Sentiments of the Nation, José María Morelos

· Mexico Reader, Plan of Iguala, Agustín de Iturbide

· Mexico Reader, Women and War in Mexico, Frances Calderón de la Barca

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 264-273

October 16: Movie: I, The Worst of All (María Luisa Bemberg, 1990)

Section V: Postcolonial Chaos and Foreign Interventions, 1821-1876 

October 21: Postcolonial Chaos

· Mexico Reader, The Glorious Revolution of 1844

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 277-286, 311-325


October 23: Santa Anna and the Invasion of the United States

· Henderson, A Glorious Defeat.

· Mexico Reader, Décimas Dedicated to Santa Anna’s Leg

· Mexico Reader, War and Finance, Mexican Style

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 287-310

October 28: The Reforma

· Mexico Reader, A Conservative Procession of Faith

· Mexico Reader, Considerations Relating to the Political and Social Situation 

· Mexico Reader, Liberals and the Land

· Mexico Reader, Standard Plots and Rural Resistance

· Hamnett, “Juárez Law and Lerdo Law” (ER) 

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 329-338, 362-373


October 30: Maximilian and the Restored Republic

· Mexico Reader, A Letter from Mexico, Empress Carlotta

· Mexico Reader, The Triumph of the Republic, Benito Juárez

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 338-361

Section VI: The Porfiriato, 1876-1910 

November 4: The Porfiriato: Economics and Modernization

· Mexico Reader, Pofirio Díaz Visits Yucatán

· Mexico Reader, Scenes from a Lumber Camp

· Mexico Reader, President Díaz, Hero of the Americas

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 377-393

November 6: The Porfiriato: Culture and Crisis
· Mexico Reader, Gift of the Skeletons

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 394-417


Section VII: The Mexican Revolution, 1910-1940

November 11: The Mexican Revolution: Porfirians and Liberals

· Mexico Reader, Introduction to V Revolution

· Mexico Reader, Land and Liberty 

· Mexico Reader, Plan of Ayala

· Mexico Reader, The Restoration of the Ejido

· Mexico Reader, Zapatistas in the Palace 

· Mexico Reader, Mexico Has Been Turned into a Hell

· Mexico Reader, La Punitiva

· Mexico Reader, Pedro Martínez

· Mexico Reader, Juan the Chamula

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 421-465

November 13: Triumph of the Constitutionalists and Institutionalization

· Reed, Insurgent Mexico

· Mexico Reader, The Constitution of 1917: Articles 27 and 123

· Mexico Reader, An Agrarian Encounter 

· Mexico Reader, Ode to Cuauhtémoc 

· Mexico Reader, The Socialist ABC’s

· Mexico Reader, The Ballad of Valentin of the Sierra

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 466-495

November 18: The Revolution Institutionalized

· Mexico Reader, Mexico Must Become a Nation of Institutions and Laws

· Mexico Reader, The Formation of the Single-Party State

· Mexico Reader, The Rough and Tumble Career of Pedro Crespo

· Mexico Reader, A Convention in Zacapu

· Mexico Reader, The Agrarian Reform in La Laguna

· Mexico Reader, The Oil Expropriation

· Mexico Reader, Cárdenas and the Masses

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 499-551

Section VIII: The Long Death of the Revolution, 1940-2000 

November 20: The Mexican Miracle

· Fuentes, The Death of Artemio Cruz
· Mexico Reader, Introduction to VI The Perils of Modernity

· Mexico Reader, They Gave Us Land 

· Mexico Reader, Mexico’s Crisis 

· Mexico Reader, Struggles of a Campesino Leader 

· Mexico Reader, Art and Corruption 

· Mexico Reader, The Two Faces of Acapulco during the Golden Age

· Mexico Reader, Mexico 

· Mexico Reader, The Dark Deeds of “El Negro” Durazo.

· Mexico Reader, The Sinking City

· Mexico Reader, Ciudad Nezahualcóyotl

· Mexico Reader, Modesta Gómez

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 555-582

November 25: Movie: Young and the Damned

( 10 page paper due in class (
December 2: Tlatelolco and Beyond

· Mexico Reader, Introduction to VII From the Ruins

· Mexico Reader, The Student Movement of 1968 

· Mexico Reader, El Santo’s Strange Career 

· Mexico Reader, After the Earthquake 

· Mexico Reader, Letters to Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas

· Mexico Reader, Corazón del Rocanrol

· Mexico Reader, I Don’t Believe Them at All

· Mexico Reader, Identity Hour

· Mexico Reader, The COCEI of Juchitán, Oaxaca: Two Documents 

· Mexico Reader, Women of Juchitán

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 582-594


December 4: Salinas, NAFTA, and the End of the PRI

· Mexico Reader, EZLN Demands at the Dialogue Table 

· Mexico Reader, The Long Journey from Despair to Hope 

· Mexico Reader, A Tzotzil Chronicle

· Mexico Reader, Debtors’ Revenge 

· Mexico Reader, Mexicans Would Not Be Bought, Coerced

Suggested: Course of Mexican History, 594-661


December 9: Course Wrap Up

( Final Exam: December 16 (
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