






       
August, 1998

WELCOME! to the 1998-99 academic year.  We are glad to have the new graduate students admitted to the program join us.  Those of you who have been here, we hope that you had a good summer and are refreshed and renewed.  We are looking forward to another good year.

ADVISING TIPS
Classes begin Monday, August 24, 1998.  You don't need to do anything in advance.  Just show up and register in your first class.

If you are taking only one course, it should be CNSA 610 Foundations.  If you are taking two courses, they should be CNSA 610 and CNSA 611, Counseling Theories.  If you are taking three courses, they should be CNSA 610, CNSA 611 and CNSA 620, Counseling Skills I.  Only fully admitted majors can take CNSA 620 Fall Semester.

Those students who plan to graduate in two years will need to take extra courses in addition to the three listed above.  The College Student Affairs students who plan to graduate in two years will need to take CNSA 660 and 661.  The Community Counseling students who plan to graduate in two years will need to take Psy 563.  Adding these three extra credits for a total of twelve (eight credits is full-time) is an extremely heavy load and most students are not successful at such a load, unless they are extremely disciplined.  See the Typical Two-Year Programs in the Graduate Student Handbook and discuss this heavy load with your advisor, if you plan to graduate in two years.  The College Student Affairs sequence is CNSA 660, 661, 662, 663.  So if you have a CSA emphasis, make sure you start with CNSA 660 and CNSA 661 this fall.  CNSA 670, Community Counseling, will be offered Fall Semester.  All students with a community counseling emphasis, who are registered for or who have previously taken CNSA 610, 611, and 620 should take this course.

Everyone who has not done so already, may want to participate in the Growth Group to be offered Fall Semester.  All students in Counseling Skills I must participate in this growth group because it is an accreditation (CACREP) requirement.  Call or drop by the Special Education and Counseling office in 205 Lommen (236-2297) to sign up. Leave your name and schedule of times you are available and the group leader will get back to you.

CNSA 620 is the first of a year long, two course sequence of skill courses (CNSA 621 is the other one) which must be completed before a practicum is taken.  If CNSA 620 is not taken this Fall, you must wait until next year for the sequence.  CNSA 620 is also a prerequisite for the Group Counseling course offered in the Spring.  It is expected, in order to register for CNSA 620, that you will have had CNSA 610 and CNSA 611.

Given all these scheduling constraints, you may want to talk with one of the faculty members to plan the courses that are most appropriate for you this year.

***COURSE CHANGES ***
CNSA 615, Social/Cultural Foundations of Counseling is being moved from the summer to the spring.  It will no longer be offered in the summer.  Please meet with your advisor about when it would be best for you to take this course.  For many people who are trying to complete the program in two years, this change will necessitate their taking 12 credits some spring.  Please plan with your advisor when this very, heavy load would be best.  Moving this class out of the summer was one of the requirements for us obtaining three full-time faculty members.

DR. JILL SCHOEN JOINS FACULTY
We are delighted to welcome Dr. Jill Schoen as a new faculty member in CNSA.  Jill has been an assistant professor in the Counseling and Human Resource Development program at South Dakota State University since 1993.  Their program is CACREP accredited.  Jill completed her Ed.D. in Educational Psychology and Counseling in 1991 at the University of South Dakota.  Prior to that she got her M.S. in Education--Guidance and Counseling and her B.S. in Elementary Education at Northern State University in Aberdeen, SD.  She has had extensive experience as a psychologist with the developmentally disabled, as a casemanager for developmentally disabled offenders, and as a residential counselor providing treatment in a mental health center.  She has also had extensive supervision experience and received two teaching awards, including Teacher of the Year in 1996. Her husband lives in Aberdeen and they have four daughters and three very young grandsons.  Please give a very warm welcome to Jill.  We are delighted to have her join us.  

ADVISORS
Students who have less than a year's worth of course work (approximately 24 credits), who have not started their thesis, and who are in community counseling may request Wes Erwin or Jill Schoen as an advisor if they wish.  They should discuss their request with Wes or Jill and then both faculty will make the final decision.  For the most part, Jill will start her advising with students admitted this year.

All students, however, are free to change advisors at anytime.  Please obtain the approval of both your new and old advisor.

BIG ITEMS    


We have heard nothing more about the practicum lab.  Therefore, if the practicum lab is to be built, it will be another year before it is completed.  We are hoping to do our self-study for CACREP accreditation this year.  Whether we will have time also to have an accreditation visit this year remains to be seen.  If we cannot manage the visit this year, we plan to have the visit next year.

POLICY CHANGES
There are a considerable number of major policy changes this year. Please note them in the revised handbook.  The Handbook was totally revised this year.  This is a result of meetings all last year attended by Sharon Espeland, Lisa Baumgarten, Diane Wolter, Wes and Bill.  Diane took the responsibility to make all the changes and rewrite the Handbook almost in its entirety.

FALL GRADUATE STUDENT MEETING
There will be a meeting of all CNSA prospective students, admitted students and faculty at 6:30-8:30 p.m., Monday, August 24 in Room 107 in Lommen.  This orientation meeting is an important meeting for everyone.  It is a chance for us all to get together, to meet the new students and the students who have been here before, and to see and meet the faculty.  It has some orientation aspects and provides information about the program.  Most of all it is a chance to make new friends to help you through the program.  All students are encouraged to attend this meeting.  Dr. Jill Schoen will be welcomed and GSO student representatives will be elected.  Refreshments will be served.

GRADUATE ASSISTANTSHIP
There are graduate assistantships available.  See Bill Packwood about them.  There are also graduate assistantships in the Career Center, Counseling Center, Admissions Office, and elsewhere.

The faculty have graduate assistantship positions that are unfilled. One is for someone who is work-study eligible and the other one or two are for someone who is not work-study eligible.  Both pay about $2000 for nine hours per week for two semesters.  Please see Bill Packwood soon if you are interested in these jobs.

FALL GROWTH GROUP
Get the jump on your skill building this year by joining the Fall CNSA graduate student growth group.  The skills in dealing with feelings you can practice in this group, you must acquire before CNSA 691 Counseling Practicum and you can use them in every part of your life or professional practice.  Sign up at the Special Education and Counseling Office, 205 Lommen, (236-2297).  The group will meet once a week for an hour and a half when most people can attend.  The group will run through Fall Semester.  This group is required for those taking CNSA 620.  It is usually best to take this group at the same time you take CNSA 620.

HANDBOOKS
Graduate Student Handbooks have been revised and hopefully will be ready for distribution at the Graduate Student Meeting on August 24. They will not be mailed as they are too big.  If you are unable to attend the meeting, see Bill Packwood in 211C Lommen for your copy. Every student needs one as it is a summary of all of the program's policies and procedures.  

ADMISSIONS INTERVIEWS
All prospective students who have not had their admissions interviews will have them in September.  If Bill Packwood has not called you or sent you a letter to schedule an admissions interview before August 24, call him and let him know.  For those of you with completed files this summer, your interview should occur in September.  If you have not been called by Packwood, check with him to see if your folder is complete.

NEW ADDRESSES
Make sure you call and give Bill Packwood - leave a note with the secretary if he is not in when you call - your new local address and telephone number this fall.  All graduate student newsletters and announcements are sent to the address he has.  Update his list!  New students make sure he has your information.  The program is constantly changing and improving.  These newsletters are the major source, other than the grapevine, for getting the new information for which you are responsible.

GRADUATE STUDENT ORGANIZATION
There is an organization for graduate students in CNSA.  It needs your time and input.  It is also a source for friends, information, and other goodies.  Call Bill Packwood (236-2044) about it.

ETHICAL REMINDER
All graduate students in Counseling and Student Affairs are bound by the ACA professional code of ethics called the Ethical Standards.  If you do not have one, get one from Bill Packwood.  They are also in the CNSA 610 text.  Similarly, all courses in counseling are covered by the confidentiality rule.  That means nothing of a personal nature learned by you in a counseling course can be revealed by you outside of the course.  Failure to maintain professional ethical behavior is a cause for dismissal from the program.  Check with the Standards, or the faculty, if you have questions about any of the things you do and say.

MAXIMUM YEARS TO COMPLETE DEGREE
Several very good graduate students lost their masters degrees this year because they went beyond their five year limit.  Please do not let this happen to you.  To meet the deadline you must graduate before your first course is over 5 years old.  Otherwise, you must retake courses as they go over the 5 year limit.  For instance, if you took your first course in the fall of one year, you need to graduate by the summer 5 years later.

   
    
First Course  
    
    
Graduate By
   
    
Fall, 1994    
    
    
Summer, 1999

   
    
Fall, 1995    
    
    
Summer, 2000

   
    
Fall, 1996    
    
    
Summer, 2001

   
    
Fall, 1997    
    
    
Summer, 2002

   
    
Fall, 1998    
    
    
Summer, 2003

The same is true for spring starts.  If your first course is in the spring, you must finish by the fall semester 5 years later.  Please check you transcript to check on these dates.  Add 5 to the year of your first course.

SUMMER SHUT-DOWN
There is a great deal of difficulty finding faculty during the summer.  Therefore, students need to be aware that the chances of their having comps, working on theses or projects, or having final oral examinations range from very small to impossible between the end of spring semester and fall registration.  The faculty do what they can, but they are not paid for summer faculty activities.  Please plan ahead, plan no comps or theses in the summer, and consult with your advisor.  If you will lose your job or exceed your five-year limit in September, complete all of your work, comps, and 3-4 thesis/project committee meetings BEFORE April.

SCHEDULE FOR THIS YEAR
The last page of this newsletter is a tentative schedule for courses this year.  Please note changes.

PAPER POLICY
The paper policy is repeated here for new students.  Talk to Bill Packwood or advanced graduate students about available software. Computers are available on campus in the library 24 hours each day.

C&HD Papers Policy

All papers must be word-processed and double-spaced, unless other instructions are given.  Typed paper will not be accepted.

Software that checks the spelling in your paper should be used. Style and references must follow APA Publication Manual style.  For each five errors in spelling, grammar or APA style, grades for the paper will be lowered one-letter grade.

Papers must be handed in on time.  Grades will be lowered one-letter grade for each day papers, tests, and assignments are late.

There essentially are no exceptions to the above.  What exceptions there are exist only in the lateness areas - and for emergencies only.  They require prior approval by the instructor and a written doctor's excuse.

MAT INFORMATION

Miller Analogies
   Register at the 

Test



      Counseling Center
       9/09/98  MA 165 5:00-6:30

($35.00)
  
      at least three days    10/14/98  MA 165 5:00-6:30

 



      prior to testing
       11/11/98  MA 165 5:00-6:30




  
      (limited enrollment)   12/09/98  Ma 165 5:00-6:30

Due to limited enrollment for the MAT, students should register at the Counseling Center or call 236-2227 at least 3 days prior to testing. The cost of the test is $35.00 payable at the time of the test. Winter and Spring quarter MAT schedules will be announced before each quarter.  Questions regarding the Miller Analogies Test can be directed to Jane Sweep at 236-2228.  Study guides are available at the MSU Bookstore, Library or any commercial bookstore.  Students often report benefits from preparatory study for the MAT and other admissions tests.

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION SCHEDULE
The following dates and times have been set up for administering the comprehensive exam for Master of Science degree students.

Graduate student in Counseling and Student Affairs should contact their advisor to let them know when they will be ready to write the exam, as the advisors will be the ones writing the questions.  Please secure application forms from your advisor or copy the one in your Handbook.  These application forms should be turned in to Bill Packwood the first week of the semester in which you plan to write.  There is a two-page list of study areas for the comps as well as a sample of the rating form used by faculty when reading these.  See your advisor or Bill Packwood for a copy of these.  They are also in your Handbook.

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION SCHEDULE 1998-99

The following dates and times have been set up for administering the comprehensive exam for the Master of Science degree students.

Graduate students in Special Education, Reading, and Counseling and Student Affairs should contact their advisors to tell them which of the following dates and times they have chosen to write the exam.  Because the advisors are responsible for developing the exams, they need to know when students will be taking the exam by the first day of the chosen semester.  Please secure application forms from Beverly Nokken in the Special Education and Counseling Department, Lommen 205.

FALL SEMESTER 1998
Wed., Nov. 4, 1998

Thurs., Nov. 5, 1998





10:00-12:00 noon and
10:00-12:00 noon and





1:00-3:00 pm


1:00-3:00 pm





LO 101 Computer Lab

LO 101 Computer Lab

SPRING SEMESTER 1999





Wed., March 24, 1999
Thurs., March 25, 1999

10:00-12:00 noon and
10:00-12:00 noon and



1:00-3:00 pm


1:00-3:00 pm



LO 101 Computer Lab

LO 101 Computer Lab

SUMMER SESSION 1999


Wed., June 16, 1999

Thurs., June 17, 1999





10:00-12:00 noon and
10:00-12:00 noon and





1:00-3:00 pm


1:00-3:00 pm





LO 101 Computer Lab

LO 101 Computer Lab 

DEADLINES FOR MASTER'S DEGREE STUDENTS
ACADEMIC CALENDAR 1998-99
   
    
    
    
    
Fall
     
Spring   
    

   
    
    
    
    
Semester 
    
Semester 
    
    
    
       
    
1998
    
    
1999
    
    


Last day to apply for

Oral Examination for

degree in term    
    


Nov. 10  
    

Apr. 1   
    
 

Last day for Oral 
                                                

Examination  
    
    


Nov. 24  
    

Apr. 15

Last day to submit
      

Thesis/Project to    

Office of Dean of

Academic Services 


in Library for

degree in Term    
    


Dec. 10  
    

Apr. 29

Commencement 
    
    


Dec.
18  
    

May 7    
    
    
    


NOTE:  Form 4, Recommendation for Graduate Degree, serves as the application for graduation from graduate programs.  Students need only to apply to graduate in absentia if they do not plan to attend Commencement ceremonies.  The Form 4, final instructions checklist, and evaluation form are part of the packet sent to the student's advisor at the time of the Final Oral Examination.  The Form 4, with all signatures, must be submitted to the Dean of Academic Services for final approval at least one week prior to May or August Commencement for the student's transcript to show degree completed in term.  All "I/X/IP" grades need to be cleared by appropriate faculty members with change of grade slips sent to the Registrar's Office by the deadline for degree in term.  

Academic garb should be ordered from the MSU Bookstore not less than eight weeks prior to Commencement.  Hoods should be delivered to the Graduate Office one week before Commencement.  

Counseling and Student Affairs

Course Offerings

1998-1999
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