Counseling and Student Affairs

December, 2003 Newsletter

ADVISING TIPS
Welcome to Spring semester 2004!  Classes begin Tuesday, January 13, 2004.

The following courses are open to anyone: 

· CNSA 614, Human Growth and Development

· CNSA 615, Social and Cultural Foundations of Counseling

· ED 603, Methods of Research

· SW 530, General Practice: Families (this is a required course for students in the School Counseling program) 

Those students who successfully completed CNSA 610, CNSA 611, CNSA 620, and who are in the Community Counseling, School Counseling, or Student Affairs College Counseling tracks may wish to continue with CNSA 691, counseling practicum. See your advisor if you are unsure about when to take practicum. 

CNSA 630 Group Counseling is available to those who have successfully completed CNSA 620, Counseling Skills I.

CPCE - REQUIRED EXAM

The National Board for Certified Counselors has created a test for training programs to assess knowledge acquired in masters training programs.  This test, the Counselor Preparation Comprehensive Examination (CPCE), is part of the CNSA program’s assessment plan. It is helpful to have information about how our graduates compare to the national sample that takes the exam.  
Therefore, again this year the CPCE will be required of all those who take comprehensive exams during the year (Summer 2003, Fall 2003, and Spring 2004).  It will be offered April 2, 2004, the Friday in the week after comprehensive exams. 

We are very proud of the fact that everyone from our program who has taken this exam has done quite well.  Keep up the great work!
Because the program and the institution think the exam results are important, the institution has agreed to pay the $35 fee that it costs for each person to take the exam.  We schedule the exam on the Friday a week after comps, so that you do not have to prepare twice, but are still prepared from studying for comps.  The exam is 160 multiple choice items with 20 items per CACREP area.  If you would like further information, please call Pat at 236-2699.  We need your assistance as we continue to document the quality of the program.  Thanks.

SPRING MEETINGS
There are two groups of meetings for Spring Semester that may be of interest to you.  The first is the Research Seminar that will meet every Tuesday from 12:00-1:00 p.m. in Lommen 111.  The faculty will be at these meetings and hopefully all students will attend also.  This will be a place where we discuss the programs of research that are operating in the program, the faculty's research interests, thesis topics and resources, methods for getting your theses done, and editing of thesis chapters.  Everything you ever wanted to know about your thesis but were afraid to ask or everything you just wanted an answer to about your thesis are topics appropriate for this seminar. If you want support and help with your thesis, this is the place to get it (whatever that support or help might be).  Come join us!

Research seminar meetings will begin on Tuesday January 20, 2004.  Free pizza will be served at this meeting.  Every research seminar after this will also be a brown bag lunch. 

The second group of meetings is the faculty meetings.  All the faculty meetings are open.  Carrie Stenseth and Rob Quanbeck are the GSO representatives at these meetings, and of course the faculty attend.  All policies related to the program are discussed there.  Come help us with your ideas.  The faculty meetings will be held on Tuesdays from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. in Lommen 111.
GRADUATE STUDENT ORGANIZATION

The Graduate Student Organization for Counseling and Student Affairs (GSO) elected officers for the 2003-04 academic year at Orientation:

Jennifer Gifford - GSO co-president (gifforje@mnstate.edu)
Cheryl Stubbe - GSO co-president (stubbech@mnstate.edu)
Marcie Matson - GSO secretary (marcie_matson@hotmail.com)
Carrie Stenseth - GSO representative (stenseca@mnstate)
Rob Quanbeck - GSO representative (quanbero@mnstate.edu)

GSO meetings are a wonderful opportunity for sharing and support with other members of the Counseling and Student Affairs program.  The GSO hopes to publish a newsletter in January, so please consider writing an article for the GSO newsletter. 

PROFESSIONAL CONVENTIONS
American Counseling Association Conference – Kansas City, MO,April 2-4; webpage: http://www.counseling.org/site/PageServer?pagename=convention
North Dakota Counseling Association - Bismarck, ND – February 1-3; webpage: http://www.sendit.nodak.edu/ndca/midwinter/index.html

Minnesota School Counseling Association Brainerd, MN - May 2-4
   website: http://web.mnstate.edu/msca/ 

See the bulletin board for other conference announcements.

STUDENT, ALUMNI, AND FACULTY RECEPTION AT NDCA CONFERENCE

The faculty highly encourage you to attend the North Dakota Counseling Association convention in Bismarck, North Dakota February 1-3.  It is a great place to network, meet other counselors in the area, meet and talk to alumni of the program, talk to faculty and students from other counselor training programs, and even learn new information about the profession.  There is a group of students getting together to go, so please let others know if you are interested in attending the conference.  You are excused from classes if you attend the conference.  You can go for just one day, say Sunday, also. Wes is planning an Alumni, Student and Faculty reception at the conference.  More details will be announced over the listserv.

SPRING DATES AND DEADLINES

Thesis Deadlines: 

- March 4 - deadline to submit “advisor approved draft” to CNSA faculty

- March 25 – deadline for distribution of “faculty approved draft” to outside committee member

- April 8 – deadline for form 3 (last day to apply for oral examination)

- April 22 - last day for oral exam

- May 6 - last day to deliver thesis copies to the library and form 4 

to Graduate Studies Office

Comprehensive Exams: 

· Dates of Written Comprehensives - March 24, March 25
Commencement: 

- Commencement - May 14
HOW TO STUDY FOR THE COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION

Karen Montgomery, a graduate of the program, spoke about ways to prepare for comps several years ago.  A video tape of the presentation, which is excellent, is available from the faculty.  

COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION SCHEDULE
The following dates and times have been set up for administering the comprehensive exam for Master of Science degree students.

Graduate students in Counseling and Student Affairs should contact their advisor to let them know when they will be ready to write the exam.  The Application for Comprehensive Exams form is available from Bev Nokken in 209 Lommen Hall.  These application forms should be turned in to Bev Nokken in Lommen 205 at the beginning of Spring Semester.  You may take comps in the summer, but you must let your advisor know by April 1, 2004.  Summer comps are not read until Fall semester.  

There is a two-page list of study areas for the comps in your Handbook.  The rating form used by faculty when reading the comps is also in the Handbook.

SPRING SEMESTER   
Wed., Mar. 24, 2004
    
    
Thurs., Mar. 25, 2004
2004  
    
    
10-12:00 noon & 1-3 p.m.
    
10-12 noon & 1-3 p.m.

   
    
    
    
LO 101 Computer Lab
    
    
LO 101 Computer Lab   

FIRST SUMMER 
    
Wed., June 4, 2004
    
    
Thurs., June 5, 2004
SESSION, 2004
    
10-12:00 noon & 1-3 p.m.
    
10-12 noon & 1-3 p.m.

   
    
    
    
LO 101 Computer Lab
    
    
LO 101 Computer Lab   

FACULTY AVAILABILITY IN SUMMER

The faculty are not paid for summer faculty activities and as a result are generally not available during the summer.  Please plan ahead and consult with your advisor if you plan to work on your thesis over the summer.  If you elect to take comprehensive examinations in the summer, they will not be read until Fall Semester.

MAXIMUM YEARS TO COMPLETE DEGREE

Please be aware of the five year time limit for CNSA coursework.  To meet the deadline you must graduate before your first course is over 5 years old.  Otherwise, you must retake courses as they go over the 5 year limit.  For instance, if you took your first course in the fall of one year, you need to graduate by the summer 5 years later.

   
    
First Course  
    
    
Graduate By


Fall, 1999    
    
    
Summer, 2004

   
    
Fall, 2000    
    
    
Summer, 2005

   
    
Fall, 2001    
    
    
Summer, 2006

   
    
Fall, 2002    
    
    
Summer, 2007


Fall, 2003    
    
    
Summer, 2008  

The same is true for spring semester starts.  If your first course is in the spring, you must be through by the fall semester 5 years later.  Please check your transcript to determine these dates.  Add 5 to the year of your first course.

CNSA Course Offerings

Spring Semester 2004

Number    
Title    
      
Crs.   
Instructor    Time/Days
   Room   

CNSA 613
 Career Development
   3
 Packwood

5:00-7:30  M
LO 210  

CNSA 614
 Human Growth & Devel  3
 Packwood

5:00-7:30  T  
LO 210



   for Counselors

CNSA 615
 Social/Cultural Found 3
 Staff

5:00-7:30  H   LO 085



   of Counseling

CNSA 630
 Group Counseling
   3
 Montgomery
5:00-7:30  H
LO 210
CNSA 690*
 Special Problems
   3
 Neuman

ARR


ARR

CNSA 691A* Practicum School Co   3
 Erwin

4:00-6:30  W
NH 101




W 6:30-9:00 and some other times as arranged

CNSA 691C* Practicum College Co  3
 Erwin

4:00-6:30  W 
NH 101




W 6:30-9:00 and some other times as arranged

CNSA 691D* Practicum Comm Coun   3
 Erwin

4:00-6:30  W
NH 101




W 6:30-9:00 and some other times as arranged

CNSA 692A* Internship School Co  3
 Neuman
     5:00-7:00  W
LO 210

CNSA 692B* Internship Stud Aff   3
 Neuman

5:00-7:00  T

CNSA 692D* Internship Comm Co    3
 Neuman

5:00-7:00  W
LO 210

CNSA 698*
 Continuing Regist
   1
 Staff

ARR

     ARR

CNSA 699*
 Masters Thesis
 1-4
 Staff

ARR

    
ARR
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