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Program Overview


The MSUM Honors Program provides excellent teaching, mentorship, discipline, and creativity to academically advanced students seeking an interdisciplinary liberal arts program.  Emphasizing the development of the student’s unique world view and intellectual potential, the program focuses the student’s academic talent through courses that motivate thinking across disciplines.  All of the requirements for the Honors Program fulfill Dragon Core requirements, which provides advanced students with a rigorous curriculum suited to their needs and abilities.  
Students begin with a challenging core curriculum, the Honors Foundation, including Honors sections of  Oral Communication, Written Communication, and Critical and Multicultural Thinking courses.  Building upon this rigorous foundation, the Honors Colloquium develops students analytical, logical, and critical reading skills, and is structured to encourage open discussion of current issues, controversial ideas, and broadly interdisciplinary intellectual themes.  The Honors Seminars are a collection of classes taught in a variety of departments, but unified by broad ideas and interdisciplinary issues.  The Capstone Experience enables the student to use and extend skills and abilities developed over the course of their experience, developing an intellectual and/or professional written project that demonstrates their accomplishments in the program.  
Minimum entrance requirements
Seeking the best scholars, the Honors Program Committee will review applications on a rolling basis, considering the following requirements:
· Minimum high school, college transfer, or current college GPA:  3.6
· SAT and/or ACT scores for entering freshmen
· Personal statement

· Short sample (4-6 pages) of academic, creative, or intellectual written work 

Curriculum
	Current Program
	
	Proposed Program

	Course
	Credits
	
	Course
	Credits

	
	
	
	“Honors Foundation Four”*
	(12)

	
	
	
	
	

	Colloquium
	4
	
	Colloquium* DC 5
	3

	
	
	
	
	

	Seminars (three)*
	9-12
	
	Seminars (three)*
	9

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Capstone Experience WI *
Outer Cluster DC 9
	3

	Total
	13-16
	
	
	15 (+ honors foundation)


* 
Fulfills Dragon Core Requirement
WI 
Fulfills Dragon Core Writing Intensive Requirement
& 
Beginning in Fall 2008 the Honors Program Committee will review proposals for Honors 


Sections of courses that fulfill the Critical and Multicultural Thinking Foundation course.  

Entering Freshman, Transfer, or Continuing students who receive credit for Foundation courses will be considered as having fulfilled the Honors Foundation.  However, any student who does not take Honors English will be required to take an Honors section of English 201.  

Other Requirements


· Honors students enrolled in honors course are required to attend one honors lecture per semester.  Honors faculty teaching courses would build requirement into their syllabi.


· Honors students will maintain a 3.6 G.P.A. in all Honors courses.  

· Honors students will present at the Student Academic Course twice before graduation

· Honors students will submit an Honors Portfolio in their senior year
“Honors Foundation Three”

By designating specific sections of Foundation Four courses in the Dragon Core as Honors Courses, students in the program will receive the necessary introduction to a rigorous educational challenge geared specifically to their academic ability.  
Colloquium

As a signature course for the program, the Honors Colloquium integrates critical thinking, discussion, and analytical writing by exposing students to challenging ideas and controversial debates spanning a range of disciplines, cultures, and historical periods.  

Honors Seminars

Honors seminars build on the colloquium and Honors foundation, continuing to develop students’ abilities to explore topics across a broad interdisciplinary spectrum critically, objectively, and reflectively.  Seminar courses strive to engage students to engage their scholarly, reflective, critical, and creative abilities as engaged intellectuals.

Honors Capstone

The goal of this course is to produce an interdisciplinary scholarly and/or creative work, consistent with the goal of the Honors Program to develop independent thinkers capable of conveying their thoughts to a broad audience.  Students will adapt a senior capstone project or paper from their major to an interdisciplinary audience.  Under the guidance of the Honors Program Director, each student will identify a thesis advisor and potential thesis topic(s). 
Sample Program 
Year One

F
Honors Foundation 2 courses

SP
Honors Foundation 1 course


Year Two

F
Colloquium
1 course 

SP
Seminar 1
1 course 


Year Three

F
Seminar 2
SP
Seminar 3


1 course  & SAC Presentation


Year Four

F
Capstone 
1 course

SP
SAC Presentation & Honors Portfolio Submission
Integrated, Scaled Honors Program

[image: image1]
Honors Foundation�Oral Communication�Written Communication�Critical and Multicultural Thinking








Honors Seminars�


Honors Colloquium











Capstone 


Experience








PAGE  
1

