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Instructor:                Email:  
Phone: (218) 477‐ 
Office:               Office hours:  
 
Required Text:  There is no specific text required for this course.  However, there is a 
required reading list that will be made available for viewing online.  Please see the course 
bibliography at the end of the syllabus. 
 
Course Description:  This course explores education in American from early childhood 
through high school graduation.  This course will introduce the philosophical 
foundations, learning environments, social contexts, curriculum and instruction, standards 
and assessment, as well as contemporary issues related to the field.  The roles, 
responsibilities and daily life of teachers, schools and students will be examined.  This 
course includes 40 hours of experience in the field. 
 

Course Objectives 
 MSUM students will be able to: 

1. Describe the teaching and learning of various American education settings 
including early childhood, elementary, middle school, high school, special 
education, K-12 disciplines, English language learning, administration and 
other educational services. 

a. Become aware of the roles, responsibilities and daily experiences of 
teachers. 

b. Become aware of significant historical developments. 
c. Become aware of various philosophical foundations. 
d. Become aware of significant contemporary issues. 

2. Self-assess dispositions related to effective teaching and develop personal 
goals for growth. 

3. Participate in, observe, and reflect upon a variety of education settings 
4. Synthesize information from course readings with experience in educational 

settings. 
5. Become oriented to the resources, support, and process involved in obtaining 

a teaching license for Minnesota.  This includes orientation to our SARTE 
process. 
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Course Assignments 
In addition to required readings, you will be given the following assignments: 
• Educational setting descriptions (100 points).  Based on readings and/or observations, 

you will describe ten different educational settings and the learners served in the 
setting.  You will also find an objective/standard/goal that is appropriate to the setting 
and learners.  The ten areas include: Pre-K education, Kindergarten, Elementary, 
Middle School, High School, Special Education, K-12 disciplines, TESL, 
Administration, and Other Education Services.  
 

• Observation documentation (90 points).  You will be required to observe six different 
educational settings throughout the semester.  For three of the settings, you will 
submit written descriptions of the environment, the teaching and the learning 
observed.   Observation documentations are worth 30 points each.   

 
• Reflective Writings. (30 points).  After completing readings, discussions and 

observations of the various educational settings addressed in the course,  you will 
write a reflection exploring your potential fit in each three settings. Each reflective 
writing piece is worth 10 points. 

 
• Dispositions (60 points).  You will complete a self-assessment of your dispositions as 

related to teacher education.  You will evaluate your strengths and weaknesses and 
create dispositional goals.  You will then reflect on your progress towards these goals 
and complete an online dispositions self-assessment at the end of the semester. 

 
• Field Experiences (100 points).  You will spend at least 30 hours in one setting, AND 

at least 2 hours in five different educational settings (for a total of 40+ hours).  
Specific requirements will be given in class, forms for documentation will be 
available online. 

 
• Analytical Essay (70 points).  You will write an analytical essay based on your 

observations in the classroom, coursework, and readings.  You will be required to 
pre-write (10 points), as well as submit two drafts (15 points each) prior to the 
completed paper (30 points). 

 
• Media Circle (50 points.)  You will select and read or view a media item(s) from the 

approved list.  You will participate in small group discussions online weekly as well 
as share insights from your media item during in-class discussions. 

 
Final Grades 

Grades will be based on the total number of points earned in the class from a total of 500 
points (no curve). The grading scale will be as follows: 
90%-100%  A   80%-89%  B 
70%-79%  C   60%-69%  D 
59% or below   F 
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Course Policies 
Class attendance:  Class attendance is strongly encouraged. Along with the lecture, 
information on assignments will be given in class, so accumulated absences will surely 
affect one’s grade. Students who miss class are responsible for obtaining course notes, 
data, and other missed materials from a classmate. 
 
Confidentiality Policy: Each MSUM student, upon entering teacher education, assumes 
a number of obligations, one of which is maintaining professional conduct.  The MSUM 
student assumes the trust and obligation to insure the full protection of information 
acquired about students/children, teachers, families, and other school personnel, both 
educational and personal, during all field experiences. The Code of Ethics for Minnesota 
Teachers states, “In accordance with state and federal laws, a teacher shall disclose 
confidential information about individuals only when a compelling professional purpose 
is served or when required by law.”  MSUM students will abide by this principle. 
 
Insurance: Each MSUM student teacher must carry liability insurance when working in 
the schools.  Joining Education Minnesota Student Program will provide you with 
liability insurance.  Use the links from the Field Experiences website: 
http://www.nea.org/memberservices/index.htmlx 
 
Professional Requirements: Each MSUM student should approach the field experience 
and field observations as a professional.  Notify the Cooperating Teacher prior to an 
absence. Dress in a professional manner.  Wear identification while in the school, your 
MSUM ID or a driver’s license.  The Cooperating Teacher has the discretion to end your 
field experience at any time. 
 
Special Accommodations:  Students with disabilities who believe they may need an 
accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of 
Disability Services at 299-5859 V/TTY, CMU 222 as soon as possible to ensure that 
accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 
 
Office hours:  Students should feel free to come by to discuss classroom topics or for 
clarification of or feedback on assignments. The instructor can also be reached by phone 
or email, and appointments can be scheduled outside office hours. It is best to seek help 
on assignments and class material as early as possible.  
 
Maintaining academic honesty:  Plagiarizing, inadequately citing, or cheating on 
exams or assignments will not be tolerated! 
**Plagiarism is copying someone else’s work or something they have said and using it as 
your own. This may be copying something word for word or copying someone else’s 
ideas without citing their name.  
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Tentative Schedule 
W
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k 

E
 

E
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Topics Readings Assignments 
StEP 

Standards 
Addressed 

1 Introduction to course 
objectives, Moodle, 
LiveText 

Syllabus 
 
Powell – Ch 11 
Kaucak – Ch 1 

Get a LiveText account. Log-in 
to D2L 
Pre-Writing Assignment. 

 

 Media Circles Selected from an 
approved list.  
Reading materials 
will be discussed in 
small groups online 
as well as brought 
into the classroom 
throughout the 
semester. 

Participate in an online small 
group with guided discussion 
related to reading materials. 

9L, 6 H, 9 E, 9 
H, 9 I,  and 
looking at 
implementation 
of  2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, & 8  

2 Requirements and 
scheduling of field 
experience hours. 

 Complete paper and electronic 
applications, as well as liability 
insurance 

 

 Bloom’s Taxonomy Blooms Taxonomy  
Powell pg 125 
 

Create a chart depicting Bloom’s 
Taxonomy 

2A, 3K, 4B, 
7B, 7F,  

3 Observation Skills – 
Including how to 
observe and reflect. 

Cohen, p. 1-14, 225-
237 
Morrison, Chapter 6 
Stronge, Chapter 7  

 9 H 

 Introduction to 
Dispositions 

Johnson, Chapter  1  
 
Smith, Chapter 2  

DSA – paper format 9 C, 9 E, 9 F 

4 MN Graduation 
Standards – Including 
the history, purpose, 
and the integration of 
people and content. 

Minnesota 
Department of 
Education Website 
http://www.educatio
n.state.mn.us/MDE/
Academic_Excellen
ce/Academic_Stand
ards/index.html 
Marzano, p. 3-27 
Kauchak, Chapter 
10 

Explore the Education 
Minnesota Website 

4 A 

 Purpose and history 
of Education in the 
United States 

Spring, Chapter 1 
Sadker, Chapter 7  
Hall, Chapter 5  

First Draft Analytical Essay 9 A, 10 A 

5 Orientation to the 
CMC (curriculum 
and materials center)  

 Share a resource found in the 
CMC that fits your educational 
setting. 

 

 Field Experience 
Strategies- Engaging 

Faber, Chapter 2 
 

Begin Field Experience Hours.  
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Cooperation  
6 Educational Area – 

High School – 
Including a look at 
the curriculum for 
students continuing 
education as well as 
those entering the 
work force. 

Dunn,  
 
Pitton, Case 4 
 

Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, 3 E, 3 
H, 3 I, 3 J, 3 K, 
3 L, 3  M, 4 A,  

7 Educational Area – 
Middle School 

Wormeli, Chapter 1  
 
Pitton, Case 7 

Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, 3 E, 3 
H, 3 I, 3 J, 3 K, 
3 L, 3  M, 4 A,  

8 Educational Area – 
Elementary, 
including 
Kindergarten 

Morrison, Chapters 
9 & 10 
 
Pitton, Case 1, 18 

Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, , 3 E, 
3 H, 3 I, 3 J, 3 
K, 3 L, 3  M, 4 
A,  

9 Educational Area – 
Early Childhood 

Morrison, Chapter 8 
 

Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, 3 E, 3 
H, 3 I, 3 J, 3 K, 
3 L, 3  M, 4 A,  

 Dispositions – 
specifically those 
related to culture 

Ariza  Read professional article and 
participate in group discussion. 
Second Draft Analytical Essay 

3 C, 3 D, 3 E, 3 
H, 3 J, 9 C, 9 
E, 9 F 

1
0 

Educational Area – 
Teaching English as a 
Second Language - 
TESL 

Korn, p. 80-96  
Amato, p. 47-75 

Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, 3 C, 3 
E, 3 H, 3 I, 3 J, 
3 K, 3 L, 3  M, 
4 A,  

 Educational Area - 
SPED 

Pitton, Case 10 
Hallahan Chapter 1 
Koch Chapter 6 

Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, 3 B, 3 
E, 3 H, 3 I, 3 J, 
3 K, 3 L, 3  M, 
4 A,  

1
1 

Educational Area – 
K-12 Programs – Art, 
Music, Physical 
Education 

Spring, Chapter 8 
Clements, Chapter 
1, p. 25-27  
Abrahams, p. 143-
151 
Greenberg, p. 1-9 
Telljohann,  Chapter 
2  

Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, 3 E, 3 
H, 3 I, 3 J, 3 K, 
3 L, 3  M, 4 A,  

1
2 

Documenting an 
Observation 

Woolfolk, p. 417-
448 
Borich, p. 4-17 
 

Complete 4 formal observations 
in LT. 

5 Q, 8 J, 9 B, 9 
C,  9 E, 9 F, 9 
H, 3 M, 3 K, 3 
L, 3 I 

 Educational Area – 
Administration – 
Including 
government & 
politics in the school 

Powell Chapter 12 Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, 3 E, 3 
H, 3 I, 3 J, 3 K, 
3 L, 3  M, 4 A,  
10 A,  

1 Reflections - Zeichner – p. 1-7 Complete a reflection for each of 9 C, 9 E, 9 F 
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3 Educational Areas – 
requirements for 
completing the 
reflections. 

the ten educational areas. 

 Educational Area – 
Other – including but 
not limited to 
Curriculum 
Development, Title 
One, Testing 
Coordinators, Media 
Specialists, Community 
Education, Driver’s 
Education, Coaching, 
Early Childhood 
Family Education 

Cooper p. 392-416   Copy/Paste a sample 
objective/standard for this area 
in LT and write a description of 
this area of education. 

2 C, 2 G, 3 E, 3 
H, 3 I, 3 J, 3 K, 
3 L, 3  M, 4 A,  

1
4 

Analytical Essay – 
Class activity 
regarding sample 
essays and 
requirements for the 
writing assignment. 

Rickerel 
 
Mies  
 

Final Draft Analytical Essay 6 H, 9 E, 9 H, 9 
I,  and looking 
at how  2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, & 8 in 
an setting 

 Introduction to 
SARTE process. 

   

 Field Experience 
Time 

 Complete observations in 5 
different areas f 

 

1
5 

Dispositions https://www.revis
or.leg.state.mn.us
/rules/?id=8700.7
500 
http://www.nea.or
g/home/30442.htm 

DSA - online 9 C, 9 E, 9 F 
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK OF THE EDUCATION UNIT 
MSUM candidates are professionals who are knowledgeable, reflective, humanistic, and creative.  

Knowledgeable: MSUM candidates display competence in their subject matter, built upon a 
strong grounding in liberal studies. MSUM candidates understand the principles of learning, 
assessment and technology. They understand and apply legal and ethical considerations in all 
aspects of their work. MSUM candidates are able to integrate theory and practice, and view 
learning as an active process. MSUM candidates demonstrate the ability to model connections 
between philosophical foundations and best practices in the field. As life-long learners, MSUM 
candidates engage in research and complex thinking. They design opportunities for others to seek 
knowledge and to understand themselves as members of the world community.  

Reflective: MSUM candidates engage in thoughtful analysis of the meaning and significance of 
their actions, decisions, and results with regard to their work in order to assess progress in 
meeting this guiding principle. It is through this reflective process that instruction is improved, 
new ideas are implemented, ineffective methodologies are abandoned, and learning outcomes for 
students are enhanced. MSUM candidates are skilled at analyzing their teaching from a variety of 
perspectives and identifying connections between teaching strategies and student learning. In 
addition, candidates utilize a variety of techniques to question their procedures and consider 
alternatives for instruction and student growth. MSUM candidates are able to recognize learning, 
motivational, and developmental variables in their instructional practice and relate those 
dimensions to their teaching practices. Finally, MSUM candidates bring a questioning spirit to 
received wisdom and conventional practice when needed.  

Humanistic: MSUM candidates value the personal worth of each individual. This is based on a 
belief in people's potential and their innate ability to develop to their fullest. MSUM candidates' 
actions are grounded in knowledge of different cultural and ethnic groups within the world 
community, and in knowledge of the influence of culture and history, ethnicity, language, gender 
and socio-economics on one's life. This knowledge base informs candidates' decision-making as 
they create environments that promote freedom, compassion, and success for all learners. MSUM 
candidates are fair-minded in their interactions with others, as well as sensitive to and accepting 
of individual differences. Further, MSUM candidates have an understanding of aesthetics and the 
diversity that is part of the human experience and will incorporate this knowledge into their work. 
MSUM candidates recognize and accommodate a variety of linguistic and nonlinguistic 
interpersonal skills in their actions with others. MSUM candidates foster resiliency in the students 
with whom they work, and model these qualities in their own work.  

Creative: MSUM candidates understand the powerful resources of the arts and sciences, and use 
their knowledge of these areas to bring the best of their imaginative and creative acts into the 
classroom. MSUM candidates recognize the important role creativity plays in the design of 
instruction and classroom environment They will, for themselves and for their students, meet new 
situations with resourcefulness, excitement and curiosity, with an investigative attitude, and with 
the ability to pose, seek and design solutions to problems. MSUM candidates are cognizant of the 
aesthetic elements of the world and draw on that knowledge to make curricular decisions 
designed to help students not only learn about aesthetics, but to also learn how to think about the 
world at large. 
 


