MATH 127


College Algebra

     FS2007
ID: 000900
     TIME:  TR 3:00-4:15
           Room:  262 Bridges Hall

Instructor:  Dr. Adam M. Goyt (goytadam(at)mnstate(dot)edu)

Office: 375D MacLean

Website:  web.mnstate.edu/goytadam


Office Hours:  TR 10-11:30 and by appointment


Phone:  218.477.2206
Textbook:  Algebra and Trigonometry with Analytic Geometry by Swokowski/Cole

Calculators:  A scientific non-graphing calculator will be necessary for parts of this course.  I will make it clear when exams will call for such a calculator.  Graphing calculators are not allowed.

Prerequisites:  PDEV 100 or a minimum ACT math score of 24 or a minimum MNSCU math placement score of 15.  Prior knowledge of algebra is expected.
Course Description:  We will focus on exponents, factoring, equations, inequalities, functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, systems of equations, and matrices.  
Course Goals:  The student-learning goals of MATH 127 include learning to work with exponents, radicals, polynomials, fractional expressions, exponentials, logarithms, and matrices.  This class will prepare students for MATH 229 or MATH 143.  Students who need to take MATH 261 will need to take MATH 143 first.  Doing the homework problems before going to the following lecture or recitation is essential. A few of the harder assigned problems will be solved in lecture or recitation, but they will make a lot more sense if you have attempted solving them earlier.

Evaluation:  Grades in this course are based on point totals from 2 in-class exams at 150 points each, 14 homework assignments worth a total of 100 points, and 1 final exam worth 200 points.  This class will not be curved.

90% - 100%   A

75% - 77%   B-

62% - 64%   D+
87% - 89%     A-
72% - 74%   C+

58% - 61%   D
85% - 86%     B+
68% - 71%   C

55% - 57%   D-

78% - 81%     B

65% - 67%   C- 

< 55%
        F
Final Exam:  Tuesday, December 18 at 9:00 am.
Grade-Change Policy:  If you have any questions regarding any of your examinations, you should return the exam to me before leaving the classroom, and plan to speak with me about it during my office hours.  Once your exam has left the classroom, no grading changes will be made.
Expectations:  MSUM's standard is that one semester credit hour for undergraduates is meant to represent three hours of academic work per week for the average student who has the expected preparation for the courses that he or she is enrolled in. Since this is a 3-credit course, you will be expected to work 9 hours per week, on average, for this course.  Only 2.5 hours of that will be in class. Spending time reading the book, doing homework, and studying for exams is meant to be a significant part of this course.
Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings and are responsible for all of the material covered. Any changes in this syllabus or in the scheduling of exams, assignments etc. will be announced during class meetings. Students who miss lecture are responsible for obtaining the notes from a classmate.  Unless a valid excuse is presented in advance, a missed exam will receive a score of 0 points. Only extreme situations with a documented excuse will allow a student to be excused from an exam. Commercial travel is not an excuse.  No make-up exams or quizzes will be given. No late homework will be accepted. Examine this syllabus carefully and plan around exams.  The schedule for the final exam will be strictly adhered to.  

Help: PLEASE feel free to ask me any questions about the material (see office hours above).  You are also encouraged to visit the Math Learning Center.
Disability Services:  Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services at 477.5859 (Voice) or 1.800.627.3529 (MRS/TTY), CMU 114 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  
Student Code of Conduct: Class time is often wasted in dealing with the behavior of those not aware of the simple ground rules of academia. For the benefit of all students, the following lays out these rules explicitly. The following is considered disruptive class behavior: i) coming late to class; ii) reading newspapers during class hour; iii) private conversations during class; iv) leaving class early.

Study groups are encouraged. However all work not designated as group work must be substantially the student’s own work. It is a fundamental rule in academia that another’s work must be acknowledged. No student shall claim or submit the work of another as one’s own. The University’s policy concerning academic integrity is covered in the student handbook (http://web.mnstate.edu./sthandbook/academic_info/academicpolicies.htm).

Tentative Schedule:
	8-28:  Section 1.1
	8-30:  Section 1.2/1.3


	9-4:  Section 1.4
	9-6:  Section 2.1


	9-11:  Section 2.1
	9-13:  Section 2.2


	9-18:  Section 2.3/2.4
	9-20:  Section 2.5


	9-25:  Section 2.6
	9-27:  Section 2.7


	10-2:  Review
	10-4:  Exam 1


	10-9:  Section 3.1/3.2
	10-11:  Section 3.3


	10-16:  NO CLASS
	10-18:  Section 3.4


	10-23:  Section 3.5
	10-25:  Section 3.6


	10-30:  Section 3.7/5.1
	11-1:  Section 5.2/5.3


	11-6:  Section 5.4
	11-8:  Section 5.5


	11-13:  Section 5.6
	11-15:  Review


	11-20:  Exam 2
	11-22:  Section 9.1/9.2


	11-27:  Section 9.5
	11-29:  Section 9.6


	12-4:  Section 9.7
	12-6:  Section 9.8


	12-11:  Review
	12-13:  NO CLASS



Suggested Exercises:
	Section
	Exercises

	1.1
	1-15 odd, 19-23 odd, 46,47,49-59 odd

	1.2
	1-77 every other odd, 95-99 odd

	1.3
	1-101 every other odd, 103

	1.4
	1-51 odd, 69-73 odd

	2.1
	1-43 odd, 51, 63-75 every other odd, 76

	2.2
	1-4, 7,9,11,12,13,15,17,19,22,25,29,35

	2.3
	1-13 odd, 17-23 odd, 27-30, 31-43 odd, 57,58,59,61,65,66,69,71,76

	2.4
	1-51 odd

	2.5
	1-13 odd, 19, 23-29 odd, 35-47 odd

	2.6
	1-35 odd, 41-69 odd, 73-77 odd

	2.7
	1-39 odd, 43, 45,47

	3.1
	1-13 odd, 25-33 odd

	3.2
	1-71 odd

	3.3
	1-5 odd, 13-49 odd, 51,53,55,58

	3.4
	1-41 odd, 65,68,69,70,74,76

	3.5
	3-39 odd, 41a-j, 47-51 odd, 63 

	3.6
	5-25odd, 39,42,43,45,46,51,52

	3.7
	3-33 odd, 45,49

	5.1
	1-31 odd

	5.2
	1-9 odd, 11a-h, 13-17 odd, 33,35,41,43

	5.3
	1-11 odd, 19-31 odd

	5.4
	1-33 odd, 37,53,55,63,66

	5.5
	1-31 odd, 35-41 odd, 51,57,59 

	5.6
	11-27 odd, 43-51odd  

	9.1
	1-29 odd

	9.2
	1-19 odd, 21,24,25,29,35

	9.5
	1-21 odd, 23,24,27,31

	9.6
	1-25 odd, 

	9.7
	1-11 odd, 17,19

	9.8
	1-19 odd


