Welcome Back MSUM Graduate Students!

I hope you all had a good winter break and first week back.   This message is to let you know about some developments relating to graduate studies here at MSUM.  I’ll try to be more entertaining than my aunt’s Christmas form letter.  

To begin, a small group of dedicated students have started a Graduate Student Organization (GSO).  This organization exists to address any issues pertaining to graduate student life, including academics, quality of life, and social interaction (meaning: we try to have fun sometimes).  The GSO is open to anyone taking graduate-level coursework at MSUM.  With the understanding that we are all working on tight schedules, there are two categories of membership, active (you come to meetings, etc) and inactive (the GSO stays in touch via email, and you can come to meetings whenever you are able).  The GSO will soon have its own email address, but for the time being, if you are interested in joining, email me at nygardan@mnstate.edu.  

Also, it isn’t too early to start thinking about the Student Academic Conference, which will be held April 20th.  This year, graduate student work will be given a special designation in all SAC programs and materials.  The Student Academic Conference is an excellent way to gain “real world” experience, not to mention an excellent resume-builder.  

In addition, another new event is open to graduate students only.  Beginning with an opening ceremony on April 22nd, running through April 30th, in the library, there will be another opportunity to display your work, which we are calling “Celebration of Research”.  Enough space for 25 displays has been reserved, and applications are in the Graduate Studies Office.  If you are already in the Student Academic Conference, I would strongly encourage you to participate, but anyone with work to share is welcome.  

Finally, if you have any concerns, issues or suggestions pertaining to grad student life, please feel free to email or stop by my office (Weld 101A).

Again, I hope everyone had a great winter break, and I look forward to seeing you on campus.  

Dan Nygard
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