
Math 491 - Mathematical Writing
Journal Assignment #1
Due: By 4:00pm on Wednesday, January 23rd

Instructions: Carefully read through Article #1: “Mixing a Night out with Probability” (which you received
in class on Friday). Then write a short journal (1 - 2 pages) which addresses each of the questions posed below.
Rather than addressing the listed questions directly one at a time, try to address them less directly through a
more general discussion of the overall quality and effectiveness of this article.

• How would you describe the main purpose of this article?

• Who is the (primary) intended audience of this article?

• What mathematical content knowledge is necessary in order to understand this article?

• Is the title well chosen?

• Do the first few paragraphs do a good job getting the attention of the reader? Why or why not?

• Is the article clearly written and easy to follow?

• Did you find this article to be interesting? Did you find it to be engaging and entertaining?

• Is the article’s mathematical notation accurate and are the figures helpful and effective?

• What did you like best about this article?

• What is one thing about the paper that could be clarified or improved?
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