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	General  or Popular Magazines
	Professional or Scholarly Journals

	AUTHORSHIP
	· Sometimes author not given

· Usually journalist

· Might be a scholar, but not necessarily expert in field
	· Author given, often with credentials

· Usually expert (scholar, researcher, etc.)

	NOTES / BIBLIOGRAPHIES
	· Few or no bibliographic references or notes
	· Includes notes and/or bibliography

· Usually an abstract

	WRITING STYLE
	· Written for average reader

· Journalistic

· Defines terms
	· Written for experts

· Shows research data and/or analysis

	AUDIENCE
	· General public
	· Professionals in field

· Students, scholars, or researchers in the field

	ADVERTISEMENTS
	· Many, often colored

· Aimed at general public
	· If colored, aimed at particular occupation or profession

· Often there are few or none

	FREQUENCY OF PUBLICATION
	· Usually weekly or monthly
	· Often quarterly, but may be monthly or weekly

	TYPES OF ARTICLES
	· Current events, general interest

· If specialized topic, at layperson level
	· Professional specialization

· Research reports

· Literary or academic theory
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The following are a few examples of both scholarly journals and popular magazines.  These are only to be used as examples -- there are many more journals and magazines in the library that fall into these categories.  See reverse for characteristics of both publication types.

NOTE: Although Expanded Academic Index (EAI), one of the WebPALS Periodicals Databases, is a good place to find more scholarly articles, keep in mind that this database does include some popular magazine articles, such as from Time and Newsweek.

Examples of Scholarly Journals
Sciences
Analytical Chemistry

Cell

JAMA: Journal of the American Medical Association

New England Journal of Medicine

Social Science
Child Development

Journal of Abnormal Psychology

Journal of Special Education



Humanities
Diacritics: A Review of Contemporary Criticism

The Kenyon Review

Journal of American History

Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism

Other
Educational Administration Quarterly: EAQ

Journal of Physical Education, Recreation, & Dance: 

JOPERD

Examples of Popular Magazines
Discover

Jet

Ladies Home Journal



National Geographic

Newsweek

People



Psychology Today

Time

U.S. News and World Report




Livingston Lord Library





Characteristics of Periodicals





Scholarly Journals vs. Popular Magazines








