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MLA Style:

Sample Bibliographic Format

Type of                                             Works Cited                                                       Citation

Reference                                                                                                                       in Text +                                                    

Book: one              Achebe, Chinua. A Man of the People; A Novel.                           (Achebe 55)

author                           Garden City: Doubleday, 1967.   

Government          United States. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations.              Reference in

Document                     The Nigerian Transition and the Future of U.S. Policy:        text of paper +

                                     Hearing. 106th Cong., 1st sess. Washington: GPO, 2000.                                                                           

Edited Book:         Innes, C. L. and Bernth Lindfors, eds. Critical Perspectives        Reference in 

two authors                  on Chinua Achebe. Washington: Three Continents                text of paper + 

                                     Press, 1978.

Chapter in              Stock, A. G. “Yeats and Achebe.” Critical Perspectives on        (Stock 87)

an Edited                      Chinua Achebe. Ed. C. L. Innes and Bernth Lindfors.           

Book                             Washington: Three Continents Press, 1978. 86-91.

Video                     Chinua Achebe. Prod. and Dir. Gail Pellett. Perf. Chinua            Reference in 

                                      Achebe, Nuruddin Farah, and Lyn Innes. Videocassette.      text of paper +

                                      Alexandria: PBS Video, 1988. 

Journal Article:      Wertime, Richard and Angela M. H. Schuster. “Written in the   (Wertime and

two authors,                  Stars: Celestial Origin of Maya Creation Myth.”                  Schuster 30)

separate paging             Archaeology 46.4 (1993): 26-31.

Journal Article:       Sacks, Peter. “Unleashing the Lyric: Seamus Heaney.”             (Sacks 385)

continuous                    The Antioch Review 48 (1990): 381-389.

paging

Magazine                Jones, Malcolm. “ ‘Beowulf’ Brawling: A Classic Gets a          (Jones 68)

Article                          Makeover.” Newsweek 28 Feb. 2000: 68.             

Newpaper               Arnold, Martin. “Why the Classics Are Retranslated.”               (Arnold B3)

Article                          New York Times 1 Feb. 2001: B3.

Article from an        Skinner, Debra, Dorothy Holland, and G. B. Adhihari.               Reference in 

Online Database:          “The Songs of Tij: A Genre of Critical Commentary             text of paper +                                        

Three authors *            for Women in Nepal.” Asian Folklore Studies 53 

                                     (1994): p.259- . Info Trac. Minn. State U Moorhead,

                                      Livingston Lord Lib. 1 Mar. 2004 <http://infotrac.

                                      galegroup.com/>. 








                                     

Web Page                “Seamus Heaney – Biography.” Nobel e-Museum. 2003. The     Reference in

from a                            Nobel Foundation. 1 Mar. 2004 <http://www.nobel.se/         text of paper +

Website                         literature/laureates/1995/heaney-bio.html>. 

*For references with more than three authors, either list the name of the first author and et al.
or list the names of all authors.

+In MLA Style, you can either cite your references in the context of your paper or within parentheses.  Include the author’s last name and the page number of your reference.  If there is no author, use the title and the page number. 

For more information about MLA style, consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed., 2003 (REF LB 2369 .G53 2003) or consult a reference librarian.   

**Handout format courtesy of the Reference Department of the University of Georgia Libraries.**
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