Anthropology 318




Archaeology and the Bible
Fall, 2009
Instructor: M.G. Michlovic

Office and Hours: King Hall 104. Mon-Thur, 10:30-12 and 2-3 

Email: (michlovc@mnstate.edu) 

Texts: I. Finkelstein and N.A. Silberman, The Bible Unearthed


D. Crossan and J. Reed, Excavating Jesus.

Class Time: MW, 3-4:15, King Hall 217
Course Description: Review of the archaeological record of Palestine during the time periods represented in the biblical chronology. Subjects highlighted are the Near Eastern origins of agriculture, the rise of urbanism, imperial context of Syria-Palestine, and the history of the peoples of ancient Palestine as known from archaeological materials.

Prerequisite: Anth. 115

Course Overview: This course is a review of the archaeological background of the bible. The focus of the course is ancient Palestine, or Israel, from the Neolithic period (~10,000 BCE) to the destruction of the Second Temple (70 CE). Issues to be highlighted include; the meaning of history in the bible, development of urban life, relationship of biblical settings and figures to history in the bible, the proposed ‘new chronology’, the relationship of the ancient Hebrews and the kingdom of Israel to other Near Eastern cultures, the Dead Sea Scrolls and the archeology of the area in the time of Jesus of Nazareth. 


The course format is lecture/discussion. A variety of films and pictures will be used to augment the lectures. Class participation and attendance is strongly recommended. 

Dragon Core Competencies

Describe social, scientific and historical approaches to the
 understanding of human behavior.

Critically analyze objective information and subjective 
interpretations

Examine social behavior across a range of historical 
periods and cultures.

The dragon core competencies will be achieved through a combination of approaches, including lectures aided by a large body of visual and cinematic aids, a research project, and student participation in classroom discussions. 
Course Outcomes

1. Understand meaning of history in the Bible and recognize the Bible as an historical document.

2. Be able to distinguish major epochs in biblical archaeology, including subdivisions of Bronze and Iron Ages

3. Recognize the relationship of biblical narratives to archaeological finds.

4. Develop a familiarity with terminology of Palestinian archaeology and biblical scholarship.

Approach taken is lecture with readings. Writing assignments based on readings are meant to require students to apply learning outcomes to course exercises. 

Requirements: 
Quizzes: as announced in class.
Midterm: October 7: this test will include objective and short answer questions, plus an essay question on the text, The Bible Unearthed.
Final: 3pm, Dec. 10: a non-cumulative test on materials covered since the previous exam.
Research Project: Due Dec.1. Students are asked to complete a critique of the text, Excavating Jesus. Any student who chooses may substitute a research paper. Research paper topics should be discussed with instructor. A few suggestions are listed below.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Archaeology and Bible Proofs




Jericho
Noah’s Flood






Hazor
The Exodus and Archaeology




Ashdod
Archaeological Fakes and the Bible



Ashkelon
Essenes and the Dead Sea Scrolls




Jerusalem
History of the Dead Sea Scrolls




Qumran
Archaeology and the Story of Sodom and Gomorrah

The Sea Peoples

David, Goliath, and Greek Imagery in the Old Testament

Canaanites

Egypt in Canaan: the Archaeological Record


Pharoahs of the Bible

Archaeology, Politics and Religion in Israel Today
Semitic Writing Systems and Literacy in Old Testatment Times

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Critiques/Papers should be 10pp. double spaced, 12pt. print and 1” margins all around. References will be in the style of American Antiquity. All papers should have references from professional journals such as those available in print or in electronic databases such as JSTOR or Project Muse. 
Grade (approximate values):  Quizzes: 10%; Midterm: 25%; Final: 35%;  Critique/Paper: 30%
Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services at 477-5859 (Voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MRS/TTY), CMU 114 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
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