ANTHROPOLOGY 329 
THE USES OF THE PASTPRIVATE 
 

Fall, 2009
Instructor:  Professor M.G. Michlovic

Office:  104 King Hall.   Hours, M-H: 10:30-12; 2-3
Email: michlovc@mnstate.edu   Ph. -2035

Text: electronic assignments
Course Schedule and Room: M: 6:00-8:30, King Hall 217
Course Description


An examination of how the past is interpreted to satisfy ideological, political and social needs of groups. Ethical responsibilities related to interpreting the past are combined with understanding the importance of being fair-minded toward others’ versions of the past. 
Course Objective

The purpose of this course is to provide some instruction on how the concept of “the past” is put to use by people in different times and places for political, ethnic, religious and ideological purposes. The outcome of the course is intended to heighten awareness among students about the role of history in today’s society, and to teach them how to study the past with a commitment to scholarship and critical understanding, while at the same time showing respect for people’s sensitivities. This course is designed to meet the objectives of Dragon Core Area 9, Ethical and Civic Responsibility. Student competencies addressed in this course include:
· Understand core ethical concepts including right, wrong, duty, virtue, vice, care, harm, and respect and use them to articulate their own ethical views. 

· Make responsible personal, professional, and civic decisions and evaluate how these affect other people. 
· Analyze and reflect on the ethical dimensions of legal, social, cultural and scientific issues.

· Identify ways to exercise the rights and responsibilities ofcitizenship.
Course Summary

This course will review a number of popular interpretations of the past that are based on religious beliefs, political ideas, ethnic sensibilities and other social factors. These will include versions of antiquity inspired by the Bible, the American Moundbuilder epic, the Ahnenerbe movement in Nazi Germany, Zimbabwe, the Kensington Stone, the Ebla controversy, and the America B.C. movement. The course begins with the Aeneid and Vergil’s re-writing of the end of the Trojan War saga to illustrate some of the ideas to be covered in subsequent class periods. These will be compared with the methods by which professional scholars (in history and archaeology) construct their versions of the past and the “mythistorical” components of every historical effort. Much of this course will deal with archaeological materials and interpretations, although historical sources will also be incorporated. 

The goal of the course is to examine the way the past is “constructed” by interest groups, with sometimes fabulous and sometimes unfortunate results. 
Requirements


The class will involve readings, required discussions, three exams and a writing assignment. The writing assignment will be based on a small “field project” students will undertake on their own. The paper based on this work should be 7+ pages in length. Readings will be available electronically and will be assigned in class. 
Attendance 


This class will meet only once each week during the semester. Missing a class is equivalent to missing an entire week. Please attend unless you are ill. On account of the threatened flu outbreak I will not grade on attendance, however; if you are not able to make it to class make an effort to obtain notes, complete readings and generally catch up on what you missed.  
Paper

Choose a museum or heritage site in the region. Make a visit and write a review/critique of the site based on the information you have been hearing about and reading about in this class. Keep in mind the question; “What is the purpose of this (museum-exhibit-historic site-etc) within the larger community?” “What is the surface meaning of this heritage item? What is the meaning that lies below the surface?” (typed, 1.5 or 2 spaced, 10-12pt font, 1” margins, 7+pp). 
Schedule of Assignments

Exam 1:  Sept. 21
Exam 2:  Oct. 26
Final: 
    Dec. 14

Paper:     Nov. 30
Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services at 477-5859 (Voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MRS/TTY), CMU 114 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
Schedule of Topics (tentative)
1: Introduction; what is history?, the Aeneid (1-2)

2: Writing research papers; more on history or knowing the past (2)

2: The Bible, history, archaeology and religion; the Shroud of Turin (3-4)

3: Forbidden archaeology; non-western religions, history and science (5)

4: Nazi prehistory, the Ahnenerbe; Soviet archaeology (6-7)

5: The Moundbuilders and Great Zimbabwe (8-10)

6: Writing, note-taking, research (occasional periods weeks 8-12)

7: The Kensington stone and America B.C. (12-13)

7. Myth-history and its problems (14)

8. Review and discussion of research papers (15)
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1.

Bettina Arnold: Archaeology and Nazism

http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=gL33Z7pd3-wC&oi=fnd&pg=PA120&ots=Kszgno26jn&sig=XgpJivw7Dj2J3SdishxlQ7-1q84
2.
Title:  Ossuaries and the Burials of Jesus and James

Author(s):  Jodi Magness

Source:  Journal of Biblical Literature, Vol. 124, No. 1  (Spring, 2005), pp. 121-154

Publisher(s): The Society of Biblical Literature

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/30040993
3.
Title:  Whose Indian History?

Author(s):  Daniel K. Richter

Source:  The William and Mary Quarterly, Third Series, Vol. 50, No. 2, Early American History: Its Past and Future  (Apr., 1993), pp. 379-393

Publisher(s): Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2947082
4.
Title:  Mythistory, or Truth, Myth, History, and Historians

Author(s):  William H. McNeill

Source:  The American Historical Review, Vol. 91, No. 1  (Feb., 1986), pp. 1-10

Publisher(s): American Historical Association

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/1867232
5.
Title:  Myth, History, and Theory

Author(s):  Peter Heehs

Source:  History and Theory, Vol. 33, No. 1  (Feb., 1994), pp. 1-19

Publisher(s): Blackwell Publishing for Wesleyan University

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/2505649
6.
Augustan Religion and the Reshaping of Roman Memory

http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/arethusa/v040/40.1orlin.pdf
7.
Title:  Maasai on the Lawn: Tourist Realism in East Africa

Author(s):  Edward M. Bruner; Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett

Source:  Cultural Anthropology, Vol. 9, No. 4  (Nov., 1994), pp. 435-470

Publisher(s): Blackwell Publishing on behalf of the American Anthropological Association

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/656384
8.
Title:  Tourism in Ghana: The Representation of Slavery and the Return of the Black Diaspora

Author(s):  Edward M. Bruner

Source:  American Anthropologist, New Series, Vol. 98, No. 2  (Jun., 1996), pp. 290-304

Publisher(s): Blackwell Publishing on behalf of the American Anthropological Association

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/682888
9.
Title:  Nationalism and Archaeology: On the Constructions of Nations and the Reconstructions of the Remote past

Author(s):  Philip L. Kohl

Source:  Annual Review of Anthropology, Vol. 27,  (1998), pp. 223-246

Publisher(s): Annual Reviews

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/223370
10.
Title:  American Archaeology as Native History: A Review Essay

Author(s):  Bruce G. Trigger

Source:  The William and Mary Quarterly, Third Series, Vol. 40, No. 3  (Jul., 1983), pp. 413-452

Publisher(s): Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/1917205
11.

Title:  The Politics of Archaeology in Africa

Author(s):  Nick Shepherd

Source:  Annual Review of Anthropology, Vol. 31,  (2002), pp. 189-209

Publisher(s): Annual Reviews

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/4132877
12.

Title:  Mound-Builders, Mormons, and William Cullen Bryant

Author(s):  Curtis Dahl

Source:  The New England Quarterly, Vol. 34, No. 2  (Jun., 1961), pp. 178-190

Publisher(s): The New England Quarterly, Inc.

Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/362525
Constructionist epistemology is a perspective about the nature of knowledge held by many philosophers.  Constructivists maintain that knowledge is constructed and not discovered in the world. Constructivists believe that there is no single valid methodology for arriving at knowledge. It thus is opposed to positivism, which holds that knowledge comes from positive affirmation of theories through strict methods and a more or less unitary methodology: empirical research.
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