Anthropology 445: Seminar
 History and Theory of Archaeology

Fall, 2009
Instructor:  M.G. Michlovic

Office and Hours:  King Hall 104, M-H:  10:30-12 and 2-3;

tel -2035; email: michlovc@mnstate.edu
Prerequisites: Anth 110, 115, 120
Room and Class Time: KH120; T&H, 3-4:15
Text:  B. Trigger, A History of Archaeological Thought, 2nd edition
Course description: Selected topics in Anthropology. Students are expected to do research in subjects related to the topic of the course. May be repeated when topic varies.

Requirements:  

· Attend classes; read text and participate in discussions on text and lecture topics. Complete informal writing assignments.

· Take final exam (exam is in-class essay test).    

· Write two papers, one assigned topic (6pp) and one independent research paper (10pp).
Class Objective 

This class is meant to provide students with a graduate-level experience in anthropology, and is designed to lay the theoretical groundwork students will need if they plan further study in anthropology. The course objectives include discussion of theoretical and philosophical issues in archaeology, and writing assignments that are intended to provide students with an opportunity to prepare advanced papers dealing with abstract issues in archaeology. 
Course Outline
History of archaeological ideas and practices from the antiquarian movement to the late 20th century; philosophical background of archaeological ideas; meaning and significance of antiquarianism, evolutionism, historicism, positivism, post-modernism.

Writing

This course will fulfill the writing intensive requirement for anthropology majors. This is a theory course and writing is needed so that students will acquire practice in active thinking, something that is required by the type of writing assignments students will be asked to complete in this class. The writing assignments consist of the following tasks. 
1. Informal writing assignments on class readings. Students will have these available for others in the class and the instructor as scheduled readings are being discussed. 
2. Two research papers. The topic for the first paper will be assigned. The second paper will be made in consultation with the instructor and will be on a topic of the student’s choice and relating to the history of archaeology. The first paper will be six pages minimum, the second will be ten pages minimum. Citation requirements will be reviewed in class. Papers will be typed and double spaced. Students will submit hard copies of papers rather than electronic. Draft versions of papers may be reviewed by the instructor but only the final version of both papers will be graded.

The writing requirements in this course will address several competencies, including:
· Coherent writing, organization, drafting, and revising to achieve an effective final product

· Reading, analyzing, evaluating and synthesizing information

· Locating and properly using source materials

· Use of correct grammar and mechanics in writing

Students will be given credit or no credit for completing the reading reviews, but not a letter grade. The two papers will be graded. 
Evaluation of Papers

Writing assignments are designed to give students experience is preparing papers that are written according to standards expected in graduate schools and in professional settings. Grades will be based on 
· theoretical and historical content; handling anthropological ideas (~70%)
· grammar and style (~20%)
· proper methods of citation (~10%)
Students will be expected to write with appropriate terminology, and handle concepts in an adequate, understandable fashion. Concepts introduced in lectures and readings should be incorporated. Papers are to have complete sentences, paragraphs that represent complete thoughts, words correctly spelled and grammatical constructions. References are to be cited appropriately and the references section of the paper is to be prepared in a consistent, professional manner. 
Samples of Writing and Paper Topics

Informal assignments: (required but not graded)

· Review assigned book chapter with a paragraph written in class. Students review each others statements and write a comment. Return to author.

· Write 1-2 pages on a single book chapter explaining how the major thesis of the book is expressed in the chapter of choice.

1st Paper: 

· Explain the significance of Brixham Cave to the development of modern archaeology

· Describe the antiquarian movement and explain its relationship to 19th century archaeology
· How did the 19th century prehistorians create a new paradigm for archaeology?

2nd Paper:

· How did the development of Egyptology in the 19th and early 20th century contribute to the larger field of archaeology?

· Evaluate the current state of positivist archaeology in light of its critics.

· How has the post-modernist movement been incorporated into contemporary archaeology?

Grading
Class participation-------------------------------------------------------------------- 10%

Final-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------35%

1st paper--------------------------------------------------------------------------------20%

2nd paper-------------------------------------------------------------------------------35%

Academic Honesty
Students are required to comply with standards outlined in the student handbook.

Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services at 477-5859 (Voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MRS/TTY), CMU 114 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
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