Psy 113 – General Psychology 
Fall 2009
Sections:  000901 (8:30 AM) and 000345 (10:30 AM)
Instructor:  

Dr. Gary Nickell, Psychology Department   




Office:


360J Bridges Hall

Office phone:

Voice (218) 477-4080 or 477-2802 (Psych Department)

              

TDD   (218) 477-3697 (MSUM Information Desk)

Office hours: 

9:30 - 10:20 AM MWF,  1:30 - 2:20 PM MWF,  




8 - 8:50 AM TH,  10:30 -11:30 AM TH  
E-mail: 

nickellg@mnstate.edu

Home page: 

http://web.mnstate.edu/nickell/

Class web page:
http://web.mnstate.edu/nickell/classes/psy113/psy113.htm 
Class time & days:
8:30 – 9:20 am MWF or 10:30 – 11:20 am  MWF in BR 162
Text: 


Weiten (2008).  Psychology: Themes and Variations, Briefer Version, 




7th Edition. Thomson/Wadsworth.

Text website: 

http://www.thomsonedu.com/psychology/weiten
Dragon Core (5)/Liberal Studies (C)   History and the Social Sciences
This course is part of the Dragon Core. Listed below are the goals and student competencies.
Goal:  To increase students’ knowledge of the content of history and the social sciences, and to increase their knowledge of how historians and social scientists discover, describe, and explain the behaviors and interactions among individuals, groups, institutions, events and ideas. Such knowledge will better equip students to understand themselves and the roles they play in addressing the issues facing humanity.

Student Competencies: From this course, students will be able to
· Describe social, scientific and/or historical approaches to understanding human behaviors.

· Understand appropriate methods to gather, analyze and interpret data.

· Explain the complexity of human interactions and significant social problems from a variety of perspectives.
Bulletin course description:  Survey of content and methods of modern psychology. 
Course Description:  This course is a survey of the scientific study of behavior and mental processes. The scientific approach is emphasized as a means to gain a basic understanding of psychology on several levels – biological, behavioral, cognitive, affective, and social.

Course Goals:  Students will gain a basic knowledge of the principles of psychology as developed by major theorists. This background will help students gain an appreciation for the scientific nature of psychology while also developing an awareness of moral and ethical issues in contemporary psychology. In addition, this information will serve as a foundation for students planning to pursue future study in psychology and the social sciences.

Exams:  Four exams will be scheduled during the regular semester (100 points each). Each exam will consist of 50 multiple-choice questions; each question will be worth 2 point. Exams may cover any of the materials presented in lecture, the text, or discussed in classroom demonstrations, videos, and activities. If a student misses a lecture, it is his or her responsibility to find a source for the missed information. We will not have enough time to cover all information in each chapter in class.

Make- Up Exam:  No exams will be given early. In general, make-up exams will not be given without good cause and written notification of the reason. All make-up exams must be completed by Tuesday December 8th. There will be no retake exams given for this course.
In-Class Activities:  Ten class activities/assignments will be presented for opportunities to apply the material.  These activities will be worth 10 points each, for a total of 100 available activity points. These activities will be unannounced; therefore, attendance is crucial in order to gain these points. All in-class activity assignments will be due at the end of the class period in which they are presented. There will be no make-ups for class activities (no exceptions), but I will have more than 10 activities. You will get points for the best 10. Keep in mind that you may earn extra credit to compensate for any missed activity points.
Course Website:  Students are encouraged to frequently access the course website for announcements. Students will also have access to exam grades, extra credit opportunities, and other supplementary materials.

Extra Credit:  The major way you may earn extra credit is by serving as a participant in experiments conducted by psychology faculty and students. Participation in this research is a good way to gain some first-hand knowledge of how psychological research is actually done. The extra credit points will be provided for students who participate in authorized research projects. Sign-up sheets are posted on the bulletin board outside Bridges 360. Make sure you carefully read the instructions on these sheets. Also, please be sure to note where and when you are to show up for the experiment. Usually you will not be called or reminded by the experimenter. You may participate in as many authorized experiments as you desire. However, the maximum number of points that will be added to your grade is 25. You will earn 2 points for each 15 minutes of participation. Proof of your participation (blue card) will be given to you by the experimenter; make sure to ask if you do not receive a blue card. Blue cards can be turned in at any time but be sure your name is on the card. Students are responsible for turning in their blue cards and a lost blue card means no credit (no exceptions). 
If you do not wish to serve as a participant in department experiments you may earn some extra credit by completing alternative projects (“Psychology in the News” (see class website) and possible outside speakers events). These extra credit opportunities will be posted on the website during the semester and mentioned in class.
Grading:  Five hundred total points are available in this class--Exams: 400 pts., in-class activities: 100 pts., and extra credit: 25 pts. Final grades will be assigned as follows: 

A = 450 - 500 points (90-100%)
B = 400 - 449 points (80-89%)
C = 350 - 399 points (70-79%)
D = 300 - 349 points (60-69%)
F = 299 points or less (59% or less) 

Incompletes:  No incompletes will be given unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor. University policy requires that the student sign a “Removal of Incomplete” contract with the instructor for completion of the work. Under this policy, an incomplete will automatically be converted to an F if the work is not completed in one semester.

Student Responsibilities:  It is the responsibility of each student to be aware of all information in the syllabus, including dates and procedures for assignments and grading; to frequently check the course web page for class announcements or changes; to complete the reading assignments before each class; to take an active role in learning the material; to seek out help from the professor in a timely fashion; to monitor your performance in this class, including keeping track of your grades and extra credit points; and to inform the professor ahead of time in the case of special needs. 

Be aware that it is common courtesy to arrive and leave class on time so as not to disturb the professor or other students. Also, all electronic devices such as cell phones, IPods and pagers must be turned off upon entering the classroom. Laptops may be used for taking class notes and not surfing the web or listening to music. If the professor suspects a student is abusing the laptop privilege, the student’s privilege will be revoked.
Academic Honesty:  The MSUM Student Handbook (http://web.mnstate.edu/sthandbook) discusses student conduct code issues including academic integrity such as cheating or plagiarism. If you have any questions regarding this conduct code or your rights, please review the handbook.

Copying test answers or papers from classmates or other sources (including the web) is considered plagiarism and is the equivalent of scholarly or “literary” stealing. Such activities reflect shabby standards of personal integrity and such conduct is professionally unethical. In the event that you are caught plagiarizing or copying, you will be failed in the course, regardless of the level of work on other class activities.

Special Accommodations:  Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services, at 477-5859 (voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MRS/TTY) in CMU 114 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.
Course Schedule

Week
Date

Tentative Topic(s)



Reading Assignments
1
8/24

Syllabus




Chapter 1

   
8/26

Introduction, history


8/28

Approaches, specializations

2
8/31

Scientific methods 



Chapter 2


9/2

Research methods






9/4

Research methods and statistics

Appendix B




3
9/7

No classes (Labor Day)


9/9

Nervous system



Chapter 3


9/11

Brain structures





4
9/14

Left brain/right brain

9/16

Exam 1 (Chapter 1, 2, 3, Appendix B) 


9/18

Sensation 




Chapter 4


5
9/21

Perception 


9/23

Variations in consciousness


Chapter 5

9/25

Hypnosis
6
9/28

Sleep and dreams

9/30

Learning, classical conditioning

Chapter 6

10/2

Operant conditioning
7
10/5

Reinforcement and applications


10/7

Human memory



Chapter 7

10/9

Human memory

8
10/12-13
No classes (Fall Breather)


10/14

Forgetting and improving memory



10/16

Exam 2 (Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7)


9
10/19

Thinking and cognition


Chapter 8

10/21

Intelligence

10/23

Motivation




Chapter 9
10
10/26

Emotion


10/28

Human development



Chapter 10

10/30

Human development

11
11/2

Personality, trait theory


Chapter 11

11/4

Psychoanalytic theory







11/6

Humanistic theory
12
11/9

Exam 3 (Chapter 8, 9, 10, 11)


11/11

Stress, coping, and health


Chapter 12 (withdrawal deadline)

11/13

Stress, coping, and health

13
11/16

Psychological disorders


Chapter 13

11/18

Psychological disorders



11/20

Psychological disorders



14
11/23

Treatment of psychological disorders

Chapter 14



Fall Break (Nov. 26-28)

15
11/30

Treatment of psychological disorders







12/2

Social psychology



Chapter 15


12/4

Social psychology (“Psychology in the news” extra credit due)



16
12/7

Social psychology



(Extra credit blue card due)

12/9

Study Day – no classes

Final Class Period 

8:30 am class - Wednesday December 16th at 9 am (Exam 4 - Chapters 12, 13, 14, and 15)

10:30 am class - Tuesday December 15th at noon (Exam 4 - Chapters 12, 13, 14, and 15)

Note: I reserve the right to change the exam and assignment dates, assignments and points for assignments, and deadlines at my discretion if needed.

