
PSY 324 ENVIRONMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

Instructor:  

Dr. Gary Nickell, Psychology Department   
Fall 2009



Office:


360J Bridges Hall

Office phone:

Voice (218) 477-4080 or 477-2802 (Psych Department)

              

TDD   (218) 477-3697 (MSUM Information Desk)

Office hours: 

9:30 - 10:20 AM MWF,  1:30 - 2:20 PM MWF,  



8 - 8:50 AM TH,  10:30 -11:30 AM TH  
E-mail: 

nickellg@mnstate.edu

Home page: 

http://web.mnstate.edu/nickell/

Class web page:
http://web.mnstate.edu/nickell/classes/psy320/psy324.htm

Class time/days: 
12:30 -1:20 AM MWF in BR 363

Text: 


Gifford (2007). Environmental Psychology: Principles and Practices, 4th Ed.
Note: Please put away all cell phones during class

Dragon Core (10): People and the Environment

This course is part of the Dragon Core. Listed below are the goals and student competencies.

Goal: To develop students’ understanding of the concept of sustainability and the challenges we face in responding to environmental variables and resolving environmental problems. Students will examine how societies and the natural environment are intimately related. A thorough understanding of ecosystems and the ways in which different groups interact with their environments is the foundation of an environmentally literate individual. 

Student Competencies met by this course: MSUM students will be able to:

· Explain the concept of sustainability. 

· Identify and evaluate possible pathways to a sustainable future and demonstrate an awareness of the tradeoffs necessary to achieve a sustainable future. 

· Assess and analyze the environmental problems of a technological society using the framework of well-founded physical and biological principles. 

· Describe the relationships between environments and socio-cultural groups, and identify how natural resource challenges are being addressed by the social, legal, economic, political, cultural, and religious systems within societies. 

· Understand how socio-cultural variables affect the ways in which environments are perceived and managed, and the ways in which people or societies react to environmental challenges. 

Bulletin course description and prerequisites: The scientific study of the relationship between humans and their social and physical environment from a psychological perspective and other related fields.  Topics include: environmental perception and cognition, crowding, noise, privacy, urban environments, the psychology of sustainability and designing more habitable environments.
Course objectives: The field of environmental psychology takes an interdisciplinary approach to exploring people in a physical context, bringing together elements of the social sciences (psychology, geography, political science, anthropology, and sociology) and the design disciplines (architecture and urban planning) to provide a richer understanding of the complex dynamic between people and their physical surroundings. The objectives of this course are to: 
(1) develop a sensitivity and understanding of environmental issues and problems as they relate to human behavior in a variety of settings and from a variety of related disciplines, 
(2) make students aware of the major topics in environmental psychology and related fields,  
(3) develop a personal understanding of how the environment has affected and continues to affect them as individuals,
(4) develop a understanding of how they personally impact the environment and possible ways to make their environment more sustainable and habitable, 
(5) help students understand how the knowledge gained from this course can be used in improving their current and future environments.
Evaluation standards/grading: Your final grade for this class will be based on four (100 point) exams, several in-class activities assignments (5 points each: total of 40 points) and three 2-3 page outside writing assignments (20 points each: total of 60 points). The exams will consist of multiple choice questions which will come from lecture, chapters in the text, handouts, class demonstrations, and any videotapes shown during class. 
No exams will be given early. In general, make-up exams will not be given without good cause and written notification of the reason. All make-up exams must be completed by the last day of classes (Dec. 8th).
Extra credit for participating in research is NOT available for this class. Extra credit will be available for other activities. There is a maximum of 25 points extra credit.

The Final letter grade system is listed below. Total points = 500

A = 90% or 450 pts.

B = 80% or 400 pts.

C = 70% or 350 pts.

D = 60% or 300 pts. 

F = Less than 60%
Academic honesty: The MSUM Student Handbook (http://web.mnstate.edu/ sthandbook) discusses student conduct code issues including academic integrity such as cheating or plagiarism. If you have any questions regarding this conduct code or your rights, please review the handbook. With regard to plagiarism, the policy states: “The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: (a) the use, by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment, (b) the unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.”

If I have convincing evidence of academic dishonesty, the student may receive an F for the course regardless of their performance in other assignments. 

Special accommodations: Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services at 477-2131 (Voice) or 1-800-627-3529 (MRS/TTY), CMU 114 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Course Schedule
Week
Date 

Tentative Topic(s)



Reading Assignments
1
8/24

Syllabus




Chapter 1


8/26

Introduction to environmental psychology

8/28

History of environmental psychology
2   
8/31

Theories


9/2

Research methods

9/4

Research methods

3
9/7 

No Classes

9/9

Environmental perception


Chapter 2


9/11

Environmental perception

4
9/14

Visual perception





9/16

Spatial cognition

9/18

Spatial cognition
5
9/21

Exam 1 (Chapters 1, 2)

9/23

Environmental attitudes


Chapter 3


9/25

Environmental attitudes

6
9/28

Environmental appraisal and assessment


9/30

Personal space



Chapter 5

10/2

Personal space

7.
10/5

Territoriality




Chapter 6

10/7

Territoriality


10/9

Crowding




Chapter 7
8
10/12

No class - Fall breather 


10/14

Crowding






10/16

Crowding

9
10/19

Exam 2 (Chapters 3,5,6,7)






10/21

Privacy




Chapter 8

10/23

Privacy
10
10/26

Home/residential environments

Chapter 9


10/28

Homelessness


10/30

Urban environments



Chapter 10

11
11/2

Urban environments

11/4

Urban environments

11/6

Workplace environments


Chapter 12
12 
11/9

Workplace environments





11/11

Workplace noise



(Withdrawal Deadline)


11/13

Exam 3 (Chapters 8, 9, 10, 12)
13
11/16

Weather and climate



Chapter 13


11/18

Seasonality



11/30

Natural disasters

14
11/23

Technological disasters and risks


11/25-27
Fall Break

15
11/30

Sustainability, commons dilemma

Chapter 14


12/2

Solutions, conservation

12/4

Designing more habitable environments 
Chapter 15 (p. 523-538)
16
12/7

Designing more habitable environments 


12/9

Study day (No classes)
Finals Week - Exam 4 (Chapter 13, 14, 15 p. 523-538) – Friday Dec. 11 at 12:00 noon
Note: I reserve the right to change the exam and assignment dates, assignments and points for assignments, and deadlines at my discretion if needed.
