Minnesota State University Moorhead

FY2006 Work Plan Initiative Proposal

Project Summary/Abstract

Project Name: 
Neighborhood Watch Initiative

Contact Person(s): 
Ferman Woodberry

Department(s)/Division(s): Campus Security

Summary of Project Description:


The Moorhead Police and Clay County Sheriff’s (Local Law Enforcement) Departments would partner with Campus Security on alternating Thursday, Friday or Saturday evenings from 9 p.m. – 3 a.m. during each semester. The initiative calls for the patrol of two local law enforcement officers for one evening every week, with the law enforcement agency coving the cost the first officer and MSUM coving the cost of the second officer. 


The focus will be the Underground as well as a two-block perimeter of the campus where (intoxicated) students attending off-campus parties are returning to their dorm rooms.  Local Law Enforcement and Campus Security personnel would be responsible for screening those who are intoxicated or under the influence of alcohol/drugs. They will have the authority to deny admittance to the Underground if there is suspicion of intoxication or impairment, call detox for any behavior(s) exacerbated by alcohol consumption or call 911 if they suspect a medical emergency anywhere on campus due to alcohol poisoning   When appropriate, local law enforcement would administer breathalyzers and ticket/fine underage drinkers as well as apprehend and arrest anyone operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of any alcoholic beverage. In the event that a suspect (s) enters a residence hall to elude local law enforcement and Campus Security, these agencies would be authorized to pursue the suspect (s) into the hall to insure the safety of those students who are suspected of being under the influence as well as monitor the collateral damage caused by those who are drinking.

This initiative is a positive endorsement of The President’s Task Force efforts and their strategic plan for reducing beverage alcohol misuse among MSUM students.  The initiative is necessary based on the alarming national statistics about underage drinking increases and the number of deaths on college campuses due to alcohol poisoning.  Even more alarming are the numbers on this campus.  MSUM’s Core Survey (2003) revealed that 73.9% of underage students (younger than 21) consumed alcohol in the previous 30 days of the survey.  One of the key components leading to alcohol poisoning is drinking excessive amounts of alcohol in one sitting and 59.0% of MSUM’s students reported binge or heavy episodic drinking in the previous two weeks. When we embrace the mission of Minnesota State University Moorhead to foster excellence in teaching and learning…provide an educational environment that supports intellectual development…and develop the skills and talents of women and men so that they have the capacity to live usefully, act responsibly and be learners all their lives, we will have accomplished our goal of providing a safe environment that allows students to reach their full potential in and out of the classroom.


The Underground is accessible to other college students in the tri-college system. By choosing it as one area of focus for the study, we are being a “good neighbor” to the Fargo-Moorhead community by demonstrating our commitment to provide a safe environment for all. We can provide and sponsor a social venue without alcohol and the collateral damage such as fights, sexual assaults and other alcohol-related incidents, will decrease in frequency and number.

 Also, by providing more security around the perimeter of the campus, we are acknowledging our responsibility to the homeowners in the area to make our students, as representatives of MSUM, accountable for their actions.  They (the homeowners) can trust there will be consequences for students who choose to disregard the University’s policies on alcohol and other drugs.
Summary of Project Budget:
Dollar Amount

Funding Source

Total Request:
$4,251.84 (32 weeks)
MSUM


Matching Amount:
$4,251.84 (requested)
Local Law Enforcement Agencies


Net Request:   
$4,251.84
MSUM


Estimate of ongoing expenditures: 
$5,000.00 (Annually)
MSUM

Decision:

____ Not Approved

____ Approved

Funding:  

___ One-time    
___ Base budget    
___ Seed money    
___ Internal reallocation

$ ____________
$ ____________
$ ____________
$ ____________


Responsible Officer(s): _______________________________________________________

____________________________________________

_____________________

President’s Signature





Date_________________________
Distribution:  Contact Person(s), Dean, Director, Vice President, University Budget Officer

