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Project Summary

Project Name:   Pilot Study/Collegiate Preparation for Work
Contact Person(s):   David Crockett

Department(s)/Division(s):   Academic Affairs

Summary of Project Description: 
Mr. Bill Gates, co-founder of Microsoft, Inc., is a well-known critic of America’s high schools.  A few months ago he addressed the annual Governor’s Conference where he spoke intensely about the decline in the preparation of high school graduates for collegiate study and/or the work place.  Mr. Gates focused his presentation on America’s preparation for competing in the global marketplace.

It is quite evident that our faculty agree with Mr. Gates’ perceptions and concerns.  I am proposing a multi-level pilot task force to address the issue of preparing college graduates from professional programs for success in the global economy.  The goal would be to concentrate on the level of knowledge and skills college graduates must possess to assure American’s future competitiveness in the global economy.  Our country’s standard of living is dependent upon our students being properly prepared and focused on the challenges in an ever increasing competitive global economy.

The multi-level pilot task force would include the following:  six individuals from each of the following:

1. A cross-section of executives representing businesses engaged in global competition from the F-M area.  We must challenge these executives to delineate the level of knowledge and skills that our future graduates must possess for their firms to be successful.

2. A cross-section of college faculty members that would address the academic preparation of our students.  This group must include faculty members from our education programs.  A significant objective of this group is to address the qualifications required of new entering freshmen to our business, technology, mass communications, etc. programs.

3. The third group would be representatives from the secondary schools that would be expected to address the preparation of high school graduates for collegiate study.

The pilot study would provide insights to addressing the collegiate preparation for work of all graduates.

NOTE:  For information purposes only.
