Minnesota State University Moorhead
FY 2007 Work Plan Initiative Proposal

Project Summary

Project Name:  Liberal Studies/General Education Program Assessment Director 

Contact Person(s):  Bette Midgarden

Department(s)/ Division(s):  Academic Affairs

Summary of Project Description – While Minnesota State University Moorhead has made considerable progress in the assessment of student learning with the academic majors, progress in demonstrating that students effectively master the majority of the liberal studies program goals has not gone as well.  That does not mean that effort has not been expended by the members of the current Liberal Studies Committee.  It is simply an honest evaluation of how difficult it is to charge a committee with ever-changing membership with that responsibility.  While there will be an on-going cost to the University, we simply can no longer avoid hiring a full-time person, placed within the Office on Institutional Research, dedicated to the assessment of student learning in the liberal studies/general education program.  That person would also, as requested by the deans, provide departments assistance with student learning assessment expertise.  

In the new program, which begins for new entering freshmen next year, all departments can participate in the requirement if proposed coursework addresses the majority of the student learning competencies in the relevant category.  Each college base budget will be assessed roughly $8,000 toward with position, and this proposal is a request for new funding to match that internal reallocation.  Evaluation will begin with the HLC 10-year re-accreditation visit in March 2007, and will continue annually thereafter as part of the annual academic affairs program review cycle.   
Summary of Research and References –  MSU Moorhead is not alone among the members of the Higher Learning Commission in coming to the conclusion that a person must be charged with these responsibilities in their general education requirement.  Even a casual perusal of the hiring advertisements in the Chronicle makes the case easily.       

Summary of Project Budget:                      Dollar Amount                    Funding Source 

                                       Total Request: 
$65,000

                               Matching Amount:
$32,500
   Internal Reallocation 
                                          Net Request:
$32,500
Work Plan Initiative
   Estimate of ongoing Expenditures: 
$65,000


Funding Request:

       ___ One-time       (  Base Budget       ___ Seed Money      (  Internal Reallocation    
