Minnesota State University Moorhead
FY 2007 Work Plan Initiative Proposal

Project Summary

Project Name:  Writing Across the Curriculum 

Contact Person(s):  Bette Midgarden

Department(s)/ Division(s):  Academic Affairs

Summary of Project Description – During summer 2005 and again this coming summer 2006, Dr. SuEllen Shaw has, or will, provide an intensive, annual Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) workshop for roughly 20 faculty members to improve their skills in teaching writing within the disciplines.  The evaluation of last summer’s workshop can be obtained from Dr. Shaw for those who would like to read it; without doubt, it was highly successful.    
     Next fall, the new liberal studies/general education program will be in effect for all new entering freshmen.  It requires an increase in the number of writing intensive courses that students must successfully complete and the program will be accompanied by a more rigorous writing requirement in students’ majors.  This initiative is a faculty development opportunity that must be provided to effectively implement these new requirements across the University’s academic programs.  Funding for 2005 and 2006 came from carry forward in 2004 and 2005; it is now time to provide this program with a base budget.  Program assessment will be part of the overall assessment of student learning program at the University; initial results will be available in spring 2007.    
Summary of Research and References – Dr. Shaw did extensive research on student writing and successful writing initiatives as part of her work on the Liberal Studies Task Force; Dr. Shaw has been named the first Director of Writing at Minnesota State Moorhead.     

Summary of Project Budget:                      Dollar Amount                    Funding Source 

                                       Total Request:     
$20,000
Work Plan Initiative

                                         
                               Matching Amount:
0
                                          Net Request:
$20,000 
Work Plan Initiative
   Estimate of ongoing Expenditures: 
$20,000


Funding Request:

  ___ One-time       (  Base Budget     ___ Seed Money     ___ Internal Reallocation    
