Minnesota State University Moorhead

FY 2007 Work Plan Initiative Proposal

Project Summary
Project Name: Emergency Blue Light Telephones

Contact Person(s): Ferman Woodberry

Department(s)/Division(s): Campus Security
Summary of Project Description – address the project’s purpose, goals, time line, impact and assessment:
There is no method by which people can communicate more effectively and quickly than by the use of the spoken language. In an emergency situation, quick and effective communication becomes a life and death matter.  This is why interactive voice systems are the backbone of the best security system solutions. Interactive voice systems provide security personnel with the fastest possible method of identifying and verifying an emergency situation and the ability to respond accordingly.  Interactive voice systems provide the patrons with the ability to gain tangible, interactive feedback in a crisis situation. Panic buttons, alarms and CCTV security methods by themselves cannot offer instant verification of an emergency situation in the way that only interactive voice system can. Interactive voice systems can also be programmed to provide instant access to campus information and campus telephones by visitors and the campus community.  Emergency Blue Light Telephones will provide MSUM and Campus Security with this capability.

The purpose of this proposal is to seek funding for the installation of 10 - 12 various emergency phones throughout campus.  Phase 1 covered the acquisition of the computer system, software, installation and a couple of phones.  Phases 2 will concentrate on the addition of phones the Mall area, Child Care Center, Center for Business area, Residence Hall area and Nemzek Hall.

Summary of Research and References – It has become an industry standard to provide some form of emergency communication for students, faculty, staff, and visitor use on college campuses.  MSUM is one of the last Mnscu institutions to begin to implement this standard. In conversations with peers associated with the International Association of Campus Law Enforcement Administrators (IACLEA) it is believed that the ideal standard deployment of Blue Light Telephones is to have one every one hundred yards. In using this standard Mr. Tim Klienpaste from Big Dog Security & Sound walked our campus and determined that fifty six to cover our campus. In reviewing has plan, I believe that we can achieve our goal with twenty outside phones. 
St. Cloud State University Public Safety Department currently has 29 phones and posts:

IV. Personal Safety and Access to Campus Facilities 

A. Personal Safety 

1. Public Safety Officers are available to assist you in protecting yourself by providing regular foot and vehicle (mountain bike, automobile) patrol and various safety and security communication; however, only you can protect yourself by being aware of your surroundings and take appropriate steps in preventing crime. Remember to: 

· Use Public Safety’s “escort service” and “blue light” phones. 

· Walk in a group, stay in well-lighted areas and wear light-colored clothing when walking at night. 

2. Emergency (Blue Light) Phones: 

"Blue Light" (emergency) and elevator call box telephones are located throughout the campus. The “Blue Light” phones are made visible by a blue light globe on the top of these stations. When properly activated, these phones directly dial the on-duty Public Safety dispatcher. To operate these phones you must follow this "one-step" process:

Push the red button on the face of the box and present your communication to the dispatcher. (Public Safety will know your location and immediately dispatch an Officer to assist.)

Minnesota State University Mankato has 19 phones and posts:
Minnesota State University, Mankato provides Emergency Phones in Residential Hall Parking lots, the far lots (lots 20-23), and the arboretum for students, staff, faculty, and visitors. The phones are prominently located and marked with blue in each lot.

For a map of the different emergency locations on the Minnesota State University, Mankato Campus please go to the Campus Map page.

North Hennepin Community College has 5 phones and posts:

3. Emergency “Blue Light” Phones:

i. “Blue Light” (emergency) phones are located throughout the campus parking lots. The “Blue Light” phones are made visible by a blue light on the top of these stations. When properly activated, these phones dial directly to 911 dispatchers. To operated these phones you must follow the “one-step” process: 

1. 
Push the red button on the face of the box and present your communications to the dispatcher. The dispatcher will know your location and immediately dispatch an Officer to assist.

Summary of Project Budget:
Dollar Amount

Funding Source

Total Request:


$20,000.00
 


Matching Amount:

__________________
__________________

Net Request:   

$20,000.00

Work Plan Initiative

Estimate of ongoing expenditures: 
$2,000.00 maintenance costs.


Funding Request:
 X  One-time    
  X  Base budget    
___ Seed money    
___ Internal reallocation

