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Executive Project Summary / Abstract
Project Name:  Increase Two Part-Time Faculty Lines in Mass Communications to Full-Time
Contact Person(s): David Crockett
Department(s)/Division(s): Academic Affairs

Summary of Project Description - address the project’s purpose, goals, time line, impact, and assessment:

This is a request to replace two phased-retirement faculty positions held by Professors Marvin Bossart and Shelton Gunaratne in the Department of Mass Communications. Professor Bossart (3/8 time) taught Introduction to Mass Communications and Broadcast Journalism since the department was founded in 1968. He has officially retired. Shelton Gunaratne (1/2 time) has taught International Communication, Reporting, Copy Editing and Computer Assisted Reporting. Dr. Gunaratne is also recognized by the International Communications Association as one of the leading researchers in that field.  He will retire at the end of fall semester, 2007.

Without these two faculty positions, the ratio of courses taught by full-time Mass Communications faculty as compared to adjunct faculty falls from 65:35 to 49:51. The former ratio is deemed acceptable by this faculty and outside evaluators; however, the latter ratio indicates a serious weakness. If permission is granted to organize a search committee, an ideal scenario would be to have one replacement on hand by fall, 2007 and a second replacement for spring, 2008.
Summary of Research and References - The role of Professor Bossart in attracting and retaining students through MC 100 was critical to the department. His emphasis on writing, even in large classes, contributed to student learning and success in other courses. Professor Gunaratne’s reporting and copy editing classes are required for students in print, broadcast, online and public relations. They are considered “bedrock” courses journalism and mass communications.

A survey of nine-month faculty salaries by the Association of Schools of Journalism and Mass Communication indicates salaries in the Midwest (N= 669) ranging from a low of $18,572 to a high of $220,000 with a median of $57,942.
Summary of Project Budget:
Dollar Amount

Funding Source

Total Request:
$29,000
M & E

Matching Amount:
Current phased retirement salaries and a 


reduction in adjuncts funded by a vacant 



faculty line from another department.


Net Request:
$29,000
M & E

Estimate of ongoing expenditures: 
$29,000
M & E
Funding Request:
___ One-time    √  Base budget    ___ Seed money     ___ Internal reallocation
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