Minnesota State University Moorhead

  FY 2008 Work Plan Initiative Proposal

Project Summary
Project Name:  Planetarium Seating
Contact Person(s):  Ron Jeppson
Department(s)/Division(s):  Academic Affairs
Summary of Project Description – The seats in the MSUM Planetarium were installed in 1972.  These 60 seats are in such poor condition that several teachers from area school districts call each year to see if the seats are safe for their students to use.  The MSUM Physical Plant has done yeoman work to keep the seats repaired over the years, but with no extra parts available seats that break can no longer be repaired.  There have been an increasing number of accidents involving young people and senior citizens during the last five years, and we are at a point now that we expect seats to fail.  It is not a matter of if, but when.  Last year a senior citizen had a seat break while he was sitting in it. A few months ago an eighth grader was sitting in a seat when it broke; she fell backward and hit the floor painfully.  She also came very close to colliding with the student behind her.  Needless to say, the student’s teacher was shocked that this could happen.  A very common complaint from visitors and MSUM students is that their necks hurt after a show or class.  Most people find these seats very uncomfortable to sit in as there is no full neck and head support for looking at the dome for an hour.  
What we propose is to install new seats that are particularly designed for use in planetaria.  Seventy of these seats will cost $26,000, which includes installation.  We need seventy seats because of the increasing size of school classes that use the facility.  The reason for this is that the school groups coming to visit the planetarium are becoming larger due to increased class size.  To keep transportation costs low, schools will often send two classes (30 each) at a time along with supervising teachers and parents.  An amount of $13,000 is being requested, with the other $13,000 being provided through a fundraising process.

Replacing the seats will be a good opportunity to remodel the MSUM Planetarium to make it fully accessible to persons with disabilities and mobility problems and to meet current fire codes.  To do so we have to remove the tiered floor and install a single-level floor to accommodate disabled persons; add a second entrance to meet current fire codes; and add a light-trap door to the existing entrance so the people can arrive or leave after a show starts without introducing light into the planetarium. This remodel will be covered through the university repair and betterment process.

If the seats are not replaced, at best we could lose a substantial number of potential future MSUM students and at worst someone could be injured.

Summary of Research and References – The 35 year-old MSUM Planetarium is the oldest science outreach program in the Fargo-Moorhead region.  We currently provide programs for 5,000 area K-12 students and 4,000 general public persons each year.  It is also estimated that over 10% of the MSUM undergraduate population per year is involved in one or more sessions in the planetarium.  
Summary of Project Budget:
      Dollar Amount
     Funding Source

Total Request:
$26,000                              

Matching Amount:

$13,000                               Fundraising

Net Request:   

$13,000                               Work Plan Initiative

Estimate of ongoing expenditures: 

$0                                   
Funding Request:  

(   One-time    
___ Base budget    
___ Seed money    
___ Internal reallocation

