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  FY 2008 Work Plan Initiative Proposal

Executive Project Summary 

Project Name:  Specialized Accreditation-College of Business and Industry, College of  

                                                   Education and Human Services
Contact Person(s): Michael D. Parsons and David Crockett

Department(s)/Division(s): College of Business and Industry and College of Education and Human Services

Summary of Project Description 


Specialized program accreditation is required of programs in the College of Business and Industry (CBI) and in the College of Education and Human Services (CEHS) to enable our students to apply to graduate programs, qualify for entry into a variety of professional fields, transfer credits from MSUM to other institutions, and attract high quality faculty and students. Continuing and even expanding the range of accredited programs is consistent with MnSCU Strategic Directive 2- Promote and measure high-quality learning programs and services and Strategic Directive 4 - Innovate to meet current and future educational needs efficiently.  While vital to our students and to our strategic goals, specialized accreditation has come to take a larger and larger commitment of time and resources from programs in the Colleges. 

The Colleges have met these costs via internal reallocation but we have reached the limits of our ability to redirect funds towards accreditation. For example, this year the CEHS paid $5000 for a Counseling and Student Affairs site visit, devoted .5 FTE to NCATE, employed two graduate assistants to support NCATE, sent 3 faculty to conferences to be trained in accreditation, and will send 2 more faculty for training in the Spring. This does not include several in-state trips, release time for other accreditation activities or faculty use of their professional development funds to remain current. Next year, the CEHS will have nursing and teacher education accreditation teams visit. Business will have to pay for 9 trips to prepare for its accreditation visit and pay for a site visit.  

The request does not fit a normal timeline because accreditation is on-going. The data collection, faculty training, and accreditation reporting is yearly. The site visits represent the peak of accreditation activity. CEHS and CBI have 9 specialized accreditations between them thus some preparation for a report or a visit is always in progress.

The impact was addressed in the introductory sentences. Accreditation is required to enable our students to enter many graduate programs, enter professional fields, transfer, and, for some fields, to work outside Minnesota. Accreditation is also a symbol that indicates quality to faculty when they are searching for positions.

Accreditation requires assessment and reporting of student learning outcomes and success in the students’ fields. Continuing accreditation is the expected outcome measure for this request.
Summary of Research and References 

This is a practice based request rather than a research based request. Applied research and assessment of student learning outcomes will be a product of the request.
Summary of Project Budget:
      Dollar Amount

         Funding Source

Total Request:
$50,000 ($25,000 per College)  WPI Request

Matching Amount:
$25,000 per College
Internal Reallocation

Net Request:   
$50,000
WPI Request

Estimate of ongoing expenditures: 
$50,000 per College
WPI and Reallocation
Funding Request:       ___ One-time    (  Base budget    ___ Seed money     ___ Internal reallocation
