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MnSCU Strategic Direction 1:  Increase Access and Opportunity

Summary of Project Description 

In the past two years, MSUM has faced a number of challenges regarding the high-risk use of alcohol.  The most notable incidents involved former student Jason Reinhardt and more recently the death of MSUM student Patrick Kycia.  While each of these tragic events were the result of individual choice they point to the campus and community wide issue of alcohol misuse.  

As MSUM adopts an environmental management approach to address alcohol misuses, a number of strategies have been employed.  The ongoing social marketing campaign attempts to correct student misperception of actual use. New policy and procedure have been created to provide consistent enforcement and referral. An area not addressed is the provision of alcohol and drug free programming during peak drinking hours.  Specifically, programming held between the hours of 10:00 pm and 2:00 am on Friday and Saturday evenings.  

This proposal seeks to provide late night programming on four Friday nights during fall semester 2007 and spring semester 2008. Similar efforts are occurring at a number of universities within Minnesota and across the country.  University of Minnesota currently offers programming Friday and Saturday evenings, St. Cloud State University provides movies Thursday through Saturday nights as well as special events once a month, and North Dakota State University provides alcohol free activities each Friday night in addition to free bowling and billiards. (Please see attached references for specific examples) 

In order for MSUM to provide programming to meet student needs and reduce high-risk alcohol use funding and personnel are necessary.  

Program management:

Review of late night programs being offered at other universities and discussions with student activities professionals working with those programs reveals that provision of food and a variety of entertainment options are necessary for late night programs to draw students. The Comstock Memorial Union requires that food served in the building be ordered through Sodexho Food Services, thus all food costs are based on Sodexho’s catering menu. Normal hours of operation for the Comstock Memorial Union are 7 am to midnight on Friday evenings. A CMU Building Manager would be necessary for Dragons after Dark to extend until 2:00 am.  

Costs: 


Food


 $6496.00

Entertainment

 $3360.00
Extended CMU Hours

$   160.00

Total Program Management Request:
$9856.00

Total Program Personnel Request:

$2680.00

Total Dragons After Dark Request:
$12536.00





Funding:  
___One-time    
__X_ Base budget    
____ Seed money    
___ Internal reallocation

