Minnesota State University Moorhead

Work Plan Initiative Proposal

Project Summary/Abstract

Project Name:  Outreach Visit Program Continuation
Contact Person(s): Laurie McKeever, Assistant Director of Admission

Department(s)/Division(s):  Office of Admission

   MnSCU Strategic Direction 1 – Increase Access and Opportunity
Summary of Project Description 
Responding directly to MnSCU priority #1 to increase access and opportunity, our office seeks to expand our current outreach visit program.  Through a past grant, we hosted Upward Bound, Talent Search and other mentorship groups on campus.  As a result of these visits, the admissions office has seen an increase in new applications from students associated with these programs and we have built lasting relationships with these organizations.  

Many additional groups that include first generation college students and students of color have also expressed interest in visiting our campus.  Unfortunately, some groups are forced to cancel plans/or are unable to visit due to lack of funding for transportation costs. To overcome these obstacles, we would like to provide transportation assistance, lunch or refreshments, and a gift to remind them of the opportunities available to them at MSUM.
Our goal is to continue to host the organizations that have previously visited, as well as host additional groups of prospective students that have not previously visited. We have budgeted $200 per group visit for transportation costs as an estimate, cost will vary depending on the group’s travel distance. The visit will include a campus tour, a complimentary lunch at Kise, a welcome program, and the option to sit in on a class, meet with current students, or visit with an academic department.  In addition, we often have visitors that have traveled from a distance to visit the campus and we would like to provide lunch or refreshments for them.
Some of last year’s groups included:  
Upward Bound - Bemidji, MN;  Talent Search – Red Lake Falls, MN;  Upward Bound – Duluth, MN;  Linking up – Moorhead, MN;  Admission Possible - Minneapolis, MN;  Community Services Inc.- Chicago, IL.
The Upward Bound program serves students from low-income families, families in which neither parent holds a bachelor’s degree, and/or first generation military veterans.  Their goal is to increase the rates at which participants enroll in and graduate from post secondary education.  The Talent Search program identifies and assists individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds who have the potential to succeed in higher education. Their goal is to increase the number of youth from disadvantaged backgrounds who complete high school and enroll in the post secondary institutions.
Transportation Assistance: $2800.00

Lunch: $3075.00    (500 guests @ $6.15 per meal)  
Postage, Printing & Promotional items $900

Summary of Project Budget:
Dollar Amount

Funding Source

Total Request:
$6775.00

Matching Amount:
  


Net Request:   



Funding:  

__One-time    
_X__ Base budget    
____ Seed money    
___ Internal reallocation

