Minnesota State University Moorhead
FY 2009 Work Plan Initiative Proposal
Executive Project Summary
Project Name:  Biosciences Partnerships 
Contact Person(s):  Dean Ron Jeppson
Department(s)/Division(s):  Academic Affairs
Strategic Direction(s):  #4 – Expand and Support Community and #1 – Provide Access and Opportunity
Summary of Project Description:  A probationary faculty member, assigned to the Biosciences Department, will be hired to serve as the Director of MSUM’s Incubator Partnership with the Greater Fargo/Moorhead Economic Development Corporation and teach courses associated with the Biobusiness Certificate program developed in partnership with area bioscience companies.  In addition, the funding will be used to maintain and coordinate the partnership with NHCC, developed to offer Bioscience degrees in the Twin Cities.  A national search will be conducted in FY09 and the new faculty will start in FY10.  During FY09, while the search is being conducted, Dr Mark Wallert will be needed to fill this role, thus money will be needed to hire his replacement.
Without this position the Incubator Partnership and Biobusiness Certificate program could not be offered and we would damage our relationship with the GFMEDC and area businesses.   Our students would not have the intern opportunities that would be provided by the incubator project and by area businesses, and would be much less prepared to work in Biotech businesses.  In addition, offering Bioscience Degrees in the Twin Cities would become difficult, if not impossible.
The GFMEDC Growth Plan calls for substantial investment in the academic infrastructure of the community in three areas; Vaccine Development, Medical Device Technology and Information Technology.  The first two areas are supported by the MSUM Biochemistry and Biotechnology Program and the Biobusiness Certificate Program.  Investment in a faculty position in this area would pay great dividends beyond the $925,000 to build the incubator.

Summary of Research and References:  This work plan initiative directly address goals developed by MnSCU, MSUM and the State of Minnesota.  It also addresses MSUM’s Mission statement.
Summary of Project Budget:
      Dollar Amount

         Funding Source

Total Project Cost:
           $79,000               

Work Plan Initiative Funds


Matching Amount:
                      0

Net Funding Request:   
           $79,000


Work Plan Initiative Funds

Estimate of ongoing expenditures: 
     Unknown
Funding Request:       ___ One-time    (   Base budget    ___ Seed money     ___ Internal reallocation
