Minnesota State University Moorhead
FY 2009 Work Plan Initiative Proposal
Executive Project Summary
Project Name:  Faculty Position in Philosophy to support Dragon Core Area 9 (Ethical and Civic Responsibility)
Contact Person(s): Dean Enz Finken
Department(s)/Division(s):  Academic Affairs
Strategic Direction(s):  #3 – Inspire Life-Long Learning
Summary of Project Description: This request is for a faculty position in Philosophy dedicated to serving Dragon Core Area 9: Ethical and Civic Responsibility. The Dragon Core is MSUM’s signature academic program. We must ensure that we provide high-quality Dragon Core courses in sufficient numbers to allow students complete their program requirements in a timely manner. At present, the Philosophy Department has scheduled 12 sections of DC 9 courses next year, all of which are writing intensive, while also offering 12 sections in DC 2: Critical and Multicultural Thinking.  The department has reached the limits of its capacity to offer Dragon Core courses with current staffing levels. At the same time, there is unmet demand for additional DC 9 courses.  Programs which now require specific Philosophy DC 9 courses include Accounting, Business Administration, Finance, International Business, Legal Studies, Health Services Administration, Gerontology, Leadership Studies, and expected to begin next year, Construction Management.  Thus, there is in some cases a backlog of students who need these specific courses (Phil 312: Business Ethics, for example), while there are also very few seats available for the many students in other majors who need to complete a DC 9 course for graduation. In addition, Philosophy and Ethics are not areas of study for which there are adjunct pools.

With an additional faculty member, and in order to meet the demand for DC 9 courses, the department proposes to develop a new, non-writing intensive course offered in sections of 40 students or more, and serving approximately 240 students/year.  In addition, it will increase the number of sections of DC 9 Philosophy courses required by the 8 majors and 1 minor listed above in order to meet demand. If carried out in a timely manner, they could have a faculty member in place to begin next fall. Assessment of the courses and the program is already in place and being carried out through the Dragon Core Assessment process.
Summary of Research and References: Jean Sando estimated the need for 350 seats per semester in each of areas DC 8-10, based on the total number of students moving through the DC program.  This estimate does not account, however, for the need for seats in specific DC courses. For example, a minimum of 200 Business majors need Philosophy 312: Business Ethics each year, while Construction Management will require another 50 seats, which cannot be provided given current staffing constraints. 

Summary of Project Budget:
      Dollar Amount

         Funding Source


Total Project Cost:
    $70,000
Work Plan Initiative Funds

Matching Amount:
              0


Net Funding Request:   
   $70,000
Work Plan Initiative Funds

Estimate of ongoing expenditures: 

Funding Request:       ___ One-time    (   Base budget    ___ Seed money     ___ Internal reallocation
