Minnesota State University Moorhead
FY 2009 Work Plan Initiative Proposal
Executive Project Summary (not to exceed 1 page)
Project Name:  Provision of E-text for students with disabilities
Contact Person(s):  Greg Toutges
Department(s)/Division(s):   Disability Services
Strategic Direction(s):   Provide access and opportunity, Expand and Support Community and Innovate and Enhance Efficiency
Summary of Project Description:
Purpose:

The purpose of this proposal is to procure funding for a high-speed scanner, related software, and a computer that will allow access to an alternative format of printed material for students with print disabilities.  With the high-speed scanner, materials will be scanned at approximately 90 PPM and saved to a CD or disk.  

Goal:

Students will have access to printed information in alternative format in days rather than weeks under our current system.  This equipment will provide more timely, efficient and cost effective service to MSUM students with disabilities.  This technology will also assist us with fulfilling our legal obligations.  
Timeline:

We would like to start producing e-text during summer session I, 2008.

Impact:

Currently, we have an institutional membership with Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic (RFB&D) as well as a membership with Bookshare.  We first attempt to secure books in alternate format from RFB&D or Bookshare; however, their offerings are limited.   If they don’t have the text available, we will then contact the publisher to determine if they have an electronic version of the text.  If we are unable to obtain the text from those sources, I will give the reading assignment to one of my student workers.  At times, this results in the DS student not having access to classroom materials in a timely manner and is a violation of Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act as well as the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Use of this equipment offers scanning capabilities that would greatly reduce the turn-around time while improving accessibility for students with disabilities.  

Each year we are seeing an increase in the number of students seeking classroom accommodations due to disabilities.  That trend is expected to continue given national projections.  From spring semester 2007 to present, we have accommodated 69 students needing text in alternate format.  We obtained 140 books from RFB&D, 8 from Bookshare, 34 from publishers and had 101 textbooks that needed to be read/taped by my student workers during that time period.  While it is impossible to project the number of students who may benefit from this technology, the potential to serve a number of students with a variety of needs exists, including international students and English Language Learners.  

Summary of Project Budget:


       Dollar Amount         Funding Source
Canon DR 9080C High Speed Duplex Scanner


$9975.00

Desktop Computer with high speed USB & 19” Monitor

$1200.00


ABBYY Fine Reader 9.0 Professional Edition


$399.99

Dahle 846 (500) Sheet Stack Paper Cutter


$1500.00


Total  project cost and funding request



$13,074.99


Matching Amount:
__________________
________________________

Net Funding Request:   
_____$13,074.99________
work plan initiative funds

Estimate of ongoing expenditures: 
__________________
________________________
Funding Request:      X   One-time    ___ Base budget    ___ Seed money     ___ Internal reallocation
