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This fall the Regional Science Center is quite pleased to announce the re-opening 
of a remodeled MSUM Planetarium.  During the 2006-2007 academic year we 
conducted a “New Seats for the Planetarium” campaign among the active and 
retired staff and faculty of MSUM to begin the first phase of long needed upgrade 
of the planetarium.  The response was excellent!  As a result of this response, 
President Roland Barden awarded us about $100,000 to do the full remodeling 
of the Planetarium space.  In addition, our Dean, Ron Jeppson provided some 
equipment money for additional equipment work and to buy some additional 
seats. The remodeling and seat replacement work was done during the summer of 
2008.  Thanks to Jeff Goebel and his excellent group of craftsmen, the remodeled 

planetarium opened in time for classes this fall.  I have included a picture taken a few weeks ago of a 
MSUM elementary science methods class getting an orientation in the role of a planetarium for K-12 
students from our planetarium coordinator Dave Weinrich to show what the remodeled planetarium 
looks like.

This remodeling project represents the completion of Phase I of the longer term upgrade of the 
Planetarium and we are now looking to fund the last phase of the upgrade, more on that in a later issue 
of Prairie Smoke On-Line.

The fall of 2008 represents the second year of Prairie Smoke On-line. Our on-line version of Prairie 
Smoke is part of our extensive web site that is designed to provide current information for all users of 
the MSUM Regional Science Center.  Please visit us at www.mnstate.edu/regsci

Facilities
• Interpretive Center

• MSUM Planetarium

• Paul P. Feder 
Observatory

Public Programs
• Planetarium

• Seasonal Public Events

School and Group 
Programs

• Planetarium Programs

• Buffalo River Site 
Programs

Bird Monitoring
• FeederWatch

• MAPS

Prairie Smoke  
On-Line

• News

Links
• Sky Maps

Support
• Friends of the Regional 

Science Center

• Volunteer Opportunities
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Please share with a  fr iend or  col league.

Donation Form - Your donation may be tax-deductible
“Yes, I want to support the MSUM Regional Science Center’s continuing science education programs by becoming a Friend of 
the Center.” Please check your annual membership and return this form to the MSUM Regional Science Center, Box 118, Moor-
head, MN 56563. Please make check payable to the MSUM Foundation/Friends Program.

 Individual	$25	 Family	$40	 Contributor	$100 
 Patron	$250	 Benefactor	$500	 Sponsor	$1000

Name______________________________________________Telephone______________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP______________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature_______________________________________________Date______________________________________________	

Friends of the MSUM Regional Science Center Program 
We are very pleased with the ongoing response to our Friends of the MSUM Regional Science Center program. Please consider 
a contribution to the Science Center. The Regional Science Center relies on the support of our Friends to provide us with the 
resources to provide quality programming to over 23,000 persons each year. Below is a list of Science Center Friends:

Individual
Helen Belland
Joseph Charon
Hugh Cowan
Jim Ellingson
Howard Hanson
John Young, Jr.

Family
Elizabeth Christian
Jeff and Caroline Koppenhaver
Don and Alvina Lein
Nancy Parlin
Dr. David and Cheryl Rostad
Lloyd and Marian Wayland

Contributor
Rick and Bobbi Henderson
James Eaton
Hazel Houkom
Emil Kochis
Don and Rose-Mary Strom
Phyllis Thysell

Benefactor
George and Linda Davis


