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Hunting and Gathering Society
	Economic Characteristics
	Hunting game, gathering roots and berries

	Control of Surplus
	None

	Inheritance
	None

	Control over Procreation
	None

	Women’s Status
	Relative Equality



Horticultural and Pastoral
	Economic Characteristics
	Planting crops, domestication of animals for food

	Control of Surplus
	Men begin to control societies

	Inheritance
	Shared—patrilineal and matrilineal

	Control over Procreation
	Increasingly by men

	Women’s Status
	Decreasing in move to pastoralism 
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Agrarian/Agricultural
	Economic Characteristics
	Labor-intensive farming

	Control of Surplus
	Men who own land or herds

	Inheritance
	Patrilineal

	Control over Procreation
	Men—to ensure legitimacy
of heirs

	Women’s Status
	Low




Views of Division of Labor by Gender
	Theory
	View

	Functionalism
	Women’s roles as caregivers are crucial in ensuring that societal tasks are fulfilled. 

	Conflict
	Division of labor within families and the workplace results from male control and dominance over women and resources. 





image1.jpeg
Generalities in the Division of Labor by Gender,
Based on Data from 185 Societies

Generally Male

Activities

Hunting of large aquatic
animals (c.g., whales,
walrus)

Smelting of ores

Metalworking

Lumbering

Hunting large land
animals

Working wood

Hunting fowl

Making musical
instruments

Trapping

Building boats

Working stone

Working bone, horn, and
shell

Mining and quarrying

Setting bones

Butchering*

Collecting wild honey

Clearing land

Fishing

Tending large herd
animals

Building houses

Preparing the soil

Making nets

Making rope

Swing (Male or Female) Generally Female
Activities Activities
Making fire Gathering fuel (c.g.,
Body mutilation firewood)
Preparing skins Making drinks
Gathering small land Gathering wild

animals vegetal foods
Planting crops Dairy production
Making leather products (e.g.. churning)
Harvesting Spinning
Tending crops Doing the laundry
Milking Fetching water
Making baskets Cooking
Carrying burdens Preparing vegetal
Making mats food (e.g.,
Caring for small animals processing cereal
Preserving meat and fish grains)
Loom weaving
Gathering small aquatic

animals
Clothing manufacture
Making pottery

“All the activities above “butchering” are almost always done by men; those from “butchering” through “making

e usialbe e dove-by-med,
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TABL 8

Time and Effort Expended on Subsistence
Activities by Men and Women*

More by men 16
Roughly equal 61
More by women 23

*Percentage of 88 randomly selected societies for which information was available on this variable.
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ABLE 8.3

‘Who Does the Domestic Work?*

Males do virtually none 51
Males do some, but 49
mostly done by females

*Percentage of 92 randomly selected societies for which information was available on this variable.
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‘Who Has Final Authority over the Care, Handling, and Discipline
of Infant Children (under Four Years Old)?*

Males have more say 18
Roughly equal 16
Females have more say 66

*Percentage of 67 randomly selected societies for which information was available on this variable.
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TABL 8.8

Male and Female Contributions to Production in Cultivating Societies

Horticulture Agriculture
(percentage of (percentage of
104 societies) 93 societies)
Women are primary cultivators 50% 15%
Men are primary cultivators 17 81

Equal contributions to cultivation 33 3





