HIST 241: History of Social Welfare

Essay Question for Exam 2

For this question, you should write a minimum of 500 words (2-3 pages).  Be certain that you support your statements with details from the reading, class notes, etc.


At the conclusion of his book, Jacob Riis wrote that if widespread poverty continued New York’s population of poor might, through anger and despair, rise up like a “resistless flood” and reduce the city to anarchy.  He hoped that this possibility might be prevented by a new social system “founded upon justice and built of human hearts.”  In the process, he predicted that a new system of social welfare could be developed – one that mixed government (through the law and regulations) with private actions that would change how “charity” would be provided to those in need.

With this background in mind, write an essay explaining how the work of Riis, the Public Health movements and the Settlement Houses all contributed to the “progressive actions” from which a new system was devised, a system that included the new profession of “social worker.”
Bring the written essay to class when the in-class exam will take place.

