HIST 121 – The Slavery Crisis and Civil War
Important terms for the third exam:  The questions on the exam will be based on these people, events and concepts. I will discuss all of these in class, so if you pay attention and take good notes, you should do well on the exam.

Santa Fe Trail – route taken by American traders to the American southwest, first used in the early 1820s in order to exchange American goods for silver.  The trail developed into a major route for Americans seeking land in the west.

Oregon Trail – route taken by Americans seeking land in the northwest region of the Pacific coast.  Claims to this land were disputed, with Britain, the United States, and Russia all seeking to control the region.  The dispute would not be resolved until the 1840s.

Free Soil Movement – a political movement that began to develop in the late 1830s, primarily in the regions between the Appalachian Mountains and the states created out of the Louisiana Purchase.  Basically, “free soilers” did not want slavery to be permitted in new American territories, less because of moral objections to slavery than because of a desire to reserve the land for small farms.

Nat Turner – slave in Virginia who led a brief but bloody revolt of slaves in 1831.  Because Turner claimed he was inspired to revolt by reading pamphlets extolling the rights of individuals in the U.S. southern states began to prohibit the teaching of literacy to slaves.

John C, Calhoun – A long-serving Senator for South Carolina, Calhoun argued that slavery was a positive good – a use of “inferiors” to build the economy while “civilizing” the slaves.  This argument that slavery was “indispensible to progress” was used by southern leaders to call for the expansion of slavery into the new territories.

Frederick Douglass – A former slave who escaped to the north, Douglass became the most prominent African-American leader of the anti-slavery movement.

Manifest Destiny – a term used by American writers while claiming that it was the clear and proper (i.e. “manifest”) destiny of the U.S. to dominate the North American Continent.  This aggressive belief was present in the 1840s when the U.S, expanded westward.  The expansive tendency, however, reopened the slavery debate. 

Mexican War – by pushing a bill through Congress to admit Texas as a state, Polk angered Mexico, all the more so because he claimed the Rio Grande River as the south boundary of Texas.  When Mexican and American troops fired on one another along the Rio Grande, Polk persuaded Congress to declare war on Mexico.  In a two-year struggle, The U.S. seized control of California, Santa Fe, and the rest of the region that now makes up the American southwest

Fugitive Slave Laws – laws passed by state and Federal governments to provide assistance in apprehending runaway slaves.  Because several non-slave states (Massachusetts, Connecticut, others), passed “personal liberty” laws designed to, prevent the extradition of runaways back to slavery, legal battles over Federal-state sovereignty grew.
Texas Revolution – In the 1820s, large number of Americans established land holdings in Texas, which was a part of Mexico.  In the 1830s, angered by the Mexican government policy of prohibiting Protestant churches and forbidding slavery, the Americans in Texas revolted.  They eventually defeated the armies sent to subdue the revolt and proclaims an independent Texas Republic.  Mexico did not recognize their independence however, which complicated the U.S. government’s diplomacy with the new republic.

James K. Polk – as the 11th president, elected in 1844, Polk was determined to carry out several policies: to create a specific US Treasury system for managing the government’s finances (the Sub-Treasury Bill); to obtain full American rights to the Oregon region; to admit Texas as a state; and to lower the trade tariff so that slave-holding southern planters could better afford imports from Europe.

“54 – 40 or Fight” – a slogan used by those who wanted the Oregon region given to the United States, with the northern boundary placed a 54 degrees north latitude.  The extremists threatened war if this was not achieved, but Polk, facing war with Mexico, accepted a compromise line at 49 degrees north, the present boundary.

Wilmot Proviso – because the admission of Texas (as a slave state) antagonized the abolitionists in the north, many Congressmen feared that the Mexican War would only make the slavery issue even more division. Pennsylvania Congressman David Wilmot proposed an amendment to the bills paying for the war that no territory taken from Mexico would be permitted to practice slavery.  This “proviso” widened the division in Congress between slave and non-slave representatives. 
Lewis Cass – a long-time leader in the Democratic Party, governor of Michigan, and hoping to be elected president of the U.S. in 1848, Cass proposed allowing the people living in a territory (rather than Congress) decide if they should allow slavery.  This “choice of the people” became known as “popular sovereignty,” but it did not end the debates over slavery.

California Gold Rush – The discovery of gold in California forced Congress to consider admitting California as a state quickly, but this raised the slavery issue again.  In a carefully written Compromise of 1850, Congress admitted California, passed a much stronger Fugitive Slave Act, and agreed to allow the other lands taken from Mexico to be open to slavery if the residents of the territories wanted it.
Zachary Taylor – A hero of the Mexican War, Taylor was elected president of the U.S. in 1848.  Although a native of Louisiana, Taylor did not support the Compromise of 1850 and promised to use force (if necessary) to prevent southern violence.  His sudden death in 1850 prevented a possible civil conflict.
Personal Liberty Laws – some northern states (angry about the tougher Fugitive Slave Act) passed special laws to protect ex-slaves from being arrested and returned to the southern states.  In effect, the state gave a right to “trail by jury” to ex-slaves and refused to turn ex-slaves over to a “slave catcher” (bounty hunter) if the catcher could not provide “positive proof” of the ex-slave’s identity.  This reflected the belief that sometimes state law could be used to ignore Federal law.
Harriet Beecher Stowe – a member of the Massachusetts Stowe family (well known abolitionists), this woman wrote “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” the best seller of the 1850s and memorable for its depiction of slavery as a cruel, brutal sin against human rights.  The southern states banned it from distribution in their region and threatened people caught with it.
Know-Nothings – this is a term used for members of an anti-immigration movement in the 1850s (because when asked about their movement, members usually said “I know nothing).  Some leading political figures (including the former president Millard Fillmore) believed that a campaign to restrict immigration would be a good thing because it would unite Americans and reduce the arguments over slavery.  In 1856 the Know-nothings ran a candidate for president for the “American Party.”

Ostend Manifesto – In 1854, three American diplomats met in Ostend, Belguim to discuss how the United States could acquire new territory in Latin America – it being believed that in that region land for cotton agriculture (and slavery) could be found.  Their recommendation – that the U.S. offer to buy Cuba from Spain (or if necessary take it by military force) was called the Ostend Manifesto.  James Buchanan, one of the 3 diplomats, obtained southern support for his 1856 run for president because of his role in this.
Kansas-Nebraska Bill – introduced by Stephen Douglas, this bill for organizing the Kansas and Nebraska territories expressly stated that the residents of these territories could decide for themselves whether or not slavery would be permitted.  Douglas borrowed from the popular sovereignty proposal here. But the result was near-civil war in Kansas as pro-slavery advocates from Missouri tried to force slavery into Kansas government, and anti-slavery groups from all over the north came to Kansas to “fight for freedom.”
“Beecher’s Bibles” – this is the name given to the rifles sent to Kansas by anti-slavery groups, led by Massachusetts minister and abolitionist Henry Ward Beecher.  The rifles were to be used in pitched battles with pro-slavery groups (or just used to snipe at rivals in what came to be called “bleeding Kansas.”

Lecompton Constitution -  when pro-slavery advocates in Kansas met and wrote a hastily organized constitution that allowed slavery and sent it to Washington  with a request for statehood, President Buchanan decided the support it, despite the fact that there was evidence showing that anti-slavery speakers were forcibly kept from attending the meeting at Lecompton.  Douglas refused to go along with Buchanan’s support and this split the unity of the Democratic Party.
Dred Scott decision – when the slave Dred Scott sued in court for his freedom (on the grounds that he had lived for some years in Minnesota, as an army officer’s slave). The US Supreme Court declined to hear the case.  Chief Justice Roger Taney, however, wrote and opinion that stated 1) as an African, Scott was not a citizen and could not sue in a US Court; 

2) that Scott had lived in Minnesota Territory, and territories could not prohibit slavery.  This was published in the newspapers, and seemed to deny the right popular sovereignty, which angered the north.
William H. Seward – a US Senator (from New York), Seward had defended fugitive slaves in court and had helped create the Republican Party.  He opposed the possible introduction of slavery in Kansas and openly predicted that further action by the south to expand slavery could produce a civil war.  He was considered the most likely Republican to be nominated for president in 1860.
Salmon Chase – another strong Republican candidate for the 1860 election, Chase was governor of Ohio, had been a member of anti-slavery organizations, and had many friends among abolitionists.  Since Ohio’s electoral votes were essential to Republican victory in 1860, his views were important.

Edward Bates – as a leader of the Republican Party in the (slaveholding) state of Missouri, Bates was a possible choice for the 1860 presidential election.  He was less controversial than Seward or Chase, well-known, and could get votes in the vital Midwest section of the country.  To illustrate how important these party leaders were:  Bates, Seward and Chase all became part of Lincoln’s presidential cabinet.
Freeport Doctrine – running for re-election to the US Senate in 1860, Stephen Douglas was opposed by Abraham Lincoln, who was well known in Illinois but relatively unknown nationwide.  In a series of debates, Douglas and Lincoln argued the slavery issue.  At Freeport Illinois, Douglas stated that no Federal law (like that allowing slavery in Kansas) could be enforced if “the people” opposed it.  This idea angered southerners and cost Douglas their support in 1860.

John Brown – radical abolitionist who attempted to spark a slave rebellion in the south by raiding the Federal armory at Harper’s Ferry Virginia.  Captured and hanged, Brown’s call for “purging the land with blood” to wipe out slavery made him a martyr to many in the north, a mad traitor to many in the south.  Southern  leaders now insisted that if the president elected in 1860 did not take steps to protect slavery in the territories, the slave states would secede and form a new nation.
William L. Yancey – prominent leader in Alabama. Yancey was among those who were determined to keep Stephen Douglas from being nominated for president at the Democratic convention.  
Jefferson Davies – former Secretary of War and US Senator, Douglas also opposed Douglas’s nomination and wanted the Democrats to select another candidate (perhaps himself).  He would become the president of the Confederate States of America after the southern states seceded.

Secession – The process by which most of the slaveholding states announced their withdrawal from the United States.  Arguing that the Constitution permitted individual states to leave the Union, many southern state legislatures called for special state conventions (at which the delegates were dominated by slave-holders); these conventions then voted on an “ordinance of secession,” after which the state governments were reorganized (only those who swore an oath to accept secession to retain their offices).
Confederate States of America (CSA) –  A new nation was formed after a constitution was written (with weaker powers than the constitution of 1787) and accepted by the seceding states.  Then elections were held at which Jefferson Davis (Mississippi) was elected president and Alexander Stephens (Georgia) as vice-president.  
Fort Sumter – Since the CSA wanted to take control of the US forts and arsenals located in the south, it was perhaps inevitable that the commanders of some of these forts would refuse to surrender the property.  When South Carolina troops fired on Fort Sumter (in the harbor of Charleston) in April 1861, the civil war began.  Lincoln called for the organization of troops to “suppress a rebellion” of the southern states – he never recognized secession as a legal act.

Border states – States where slavery was practiced but slave-owners were not quite as dominate in the control of the state government.  These included Maryland, Delaware, Kentucky and Missouri.  Since vital rail lines that connected the west to the east ran through Missouri and Kentucky, it was essential for the U.S. to prevent these states from seceding.  Maryland and Delaware were also vital because they were just north of Washington DC.

Army of the Potomac – major army of the US forces in the war against the Confederate States (or Confederacy).  The commander of this army guarded Washington DC (and thus the government) so the commander had to be absolutely loyal to that government.  Lincoln was not quite certain of the loyalty of such commanders as George McClellan and Joseph Hooker and so command of the Army of the Potomac changed frequently from 1861 to 1863.

Copperheads – name given to northerners who expressed sympathy toward the slave states (and thus could quickly and treacherously betray the Union, like a snake).  Lincoln ordered some prominent “copperheads” arrested and imprisoned – and violated the law while doing so.

Anaconda Plan – a plan for defeating the Confederacy by blockading the southern  ports and coast, controlling the Mississippi River, invading the southern “heartland” of Georgia-Alabama, while seizing Richmond the capital.  It took 2 years to put this plan into effect.

Robert E. Lee – Virginia soldier who commanded the Confederacy’s main army, the Army of Northern Virginia.  It was Lee’s brilliance that kept the Union’s invasions of Virginia from succeeding for 3 years.

Economic legislation – With so many Democrats (from the South) no longer in Congress, the Republican Party majority in Congress passed several bills that stimulated industrial and agricultural growth.  These included a homestead act, a bill that gave assistance toward building a transcontinental railroad, a bill giving lands to states for colleges, and laws that raised tariff rates to protect industry.  The government also issued paper money (greenbacks) to help finance the war.
Emancipation Proclamation – used by Lincoln to free slaves (as military contraband), this 1862 presidential order opened the door to completely ending the practice of slavery by amending the Constitution.  At the time, the Proclamation freed only the slaves residing in areas that were “in rebellion.”
Reconstruction – Exactly how the seceded southern states were to be readmitted to the Union was hotly debated, with some favoring a lenient plan and some very harsh terms.  In the end, the US government decided to impose a form of “military reconstruction” by having troops occupy the southern states and make major changes in southern laws before allowing those states to be represented again in Congress.  This was carried out in part to continue Republican control of Congress, and partly to protect ex-slaves.
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