History 121: U.S. History to 1870
Instructor:
Terry Shoptaugh

Office:

4th Floor Library, Room 409

Phone:

477-2343 (office); 236-6068 (home, until 10:00 p.m.)

Email:

shoptaug@mnstate.edu

REQUIRED TEXT: (Available in paperback at the MSUM bookstore, and as an ebook from the publisher  BVT Pub.):
Carl Degler, et. al,, An Introduction to American History 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
This course will provide an overview of the history of the United States from the origin of the colonies to (roughly) 1870.   In the process of this survey, major consideration will be given to how American society has changed during this period of time.
Through this course, students will refine several skills connected to the areas of liberal studies, including the development of critical thinking skills and the development of behavioral and social science methods in examining the social, cultural, political, historical, and geographical factors of American history.

ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS:

Three scheduled examinations will be given during the semester, as noted in the attached schedule.  These examinations will each consist of multiple choice questions, and one essay question.  The questions will be based on assigned readings in the text, contents of the lecture slides and on lecture material.  Study the list of terms for each exam.   You answer all the multiple exam questions in class, but the essay question will be passed out prior to the exam and you will bring the completed essay to the exam.
NOTE that some of the multiple choice questions will be those in the TUTORIAL QIIZES on the BVT website – so it will help you to look at those quizzes.
Note Carefully:  There will be no possibility of taking an exam early unless you have a conflict with a school-sponsored activity (athletics, band, debate, etc.).  Make-up tests for missed examinations will consist entirely of essay questions.  You will find these to be more difficult than the multiple choice exams.

GRADES:  

Final grades will be based on a combined 300 point total for the course.  This breaks down as follows:
270 to 300 (90% to 100%)

A (90-94 = A-; 95-100 = A)

240-269 points (80% to 89%)

B (80-83 = B-; 84-86 = B; 87-89 = B+)

210-239 points (70% to 79%)

C (70-73 = C-; 74-76 = C; 77-79 = C+)

180-209 points (60% to 69%)

D (60-63 = D-; 64-66 = D; 67-69 = D+)

Below 180 points (below 60%)

F

I DO NOT GRADE ON CURVES, so this grade scale is final.

SOME TIPS FOR DOING YOUR BEST:
1.
COME TO CLASS.  Granted, college is a great chance to get out on your own, and a lot of things will seem a lot more interesting than classes, but you’ve paid the tuition and you might as well get your money’s worth.  Also, sad but true, the better grades invariably go to the ones who go to classes.

2.
DO THE READING.  College-level work is quite different from high-school level work, especially in the volume of reading you will be expected to do for classes.  So it is absolutely essential for you to keep up with the reading assigned for your classes.  Read carefully.  Pay attention to the introductions and conclusions of the chapters in the text.  But read the entire chapter.

3.
TAKE NOTES DURING LECTURES.  Believe it or not, professors do not give all these lectures you’ll hear simply to enjoy the sounds of their own voices (might be some truth to that rumor.)  Pay attention to what is written on the board, what is pointed out on the slides and the overheads.  I will try to give a summary of each section, so pay special attention to that.  But, above all, keep good notes.

4.
ASK QUESTIONS.  Yes, it is true, that if you ask questions you will learn more.  The mental effort to frame a question helps you organize the topic in your memory.  It also helps you remember the details later – like at test time.

5.
IF YOUR’RE HAVING TROUBLE, ASK FOR HELP.  The taxpayers of Minnesota (i.e. you and your family) fund programs for tutoring and other help.  They (you) also are paying me to teach this course, so if you need more help, come and tell me.
Late or Missing Work:

I will not accept late essays for full credit unless you have made arrangements with me before the scheduled time.  Only extenuating circumstances (and ones that you can document) will merit extensions for late work.  For all other late written assignments or exams I deduct one grade for each day it is late.  You must turn in all assignments and take all the exams in order to pass the course.

Academic Dishonesty:
Cases of academic dishonesty will result in failure for the assignment or for the course, as supported by university policy, and they will be reported to university administration.  Unintentional cases of academic dishonesty (such as improper use of sources on the essay assignment) are both easy for a professor to spot and easy for a student to avoid.  Please visit me during office hours if you are unsure about how to document a source.
Disability Access Statement:
Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class must contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services at 299-5859, CMU 222 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Class Schedule:
I do not make attendance in the class a part of the grading process.  HOWEVER, if you do not attend class regularly you will likely have a much more difficult time with the tests.  If you fail to be in class for a test because of illness, then I insist on receiving a letter (on letterhead, with a telephone number) from a physician before I will consider allowing you to take a make-up.  If you miss a test because of an emergency, then I will insist on similar documentation about the emergency. 

I do not accept extra credit work.  
Class Schedule and Reading Assignments
	Week
	Topics
	Readings
	Assignments, exams, etc

	1
	Chapters 1 to 4 for exam 1
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	Exam 1

	6
	Chapters 5 to 9 for exam 2
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	Exam 2

	12
	Chapters10  to 14 for exam 3
	
	

	13
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	Exam 3


