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Abstract
The first day of this workshop will focus on the development of narration and the assessment of children’s narrative skills.  The developmental literature will be reviewed, summarize formal (norm-referenced and standardized) and informal (criterion referenced and progress monitoring) narrative assessment measures will be summarized, and participants will practice segmenting and scoring children’s narratives. During the second day, information about narrative-based intervention approaches, writing goals and objectives, and incorporating narrative-based goals into IEPs will be provided. Narrative-based interventions with school-age children incorporate children’s literature, wordless picture books, and structured materials and focus on specific narrative language targets related to the comprehension and use of literate language. Data from recent studies of narrative intervention outcomes will also be reviewed and discussed.

Learning objectives:
The participant will:
· Describe a method for coding content and aspects of narrative ability.
· Describe a formal or informal procedure for assessing narrative ability.
· List the steps in a framework for teaching narrative language.
· List contingent responses that have been shown to facilitate narrative development in children.
· Summarize the evidence supporting a literature-based approach to narrative language intervention.

Prerequisites Knowledge Base
· Knowledge of general procedures for assessing language development
· Knowledge of basic language development in school-age children

Speaker Biographical Sketches
· Ron Gillam, Ph.D. is the Ray and Eloise Lillywhite Professor of Communication Disorders at Utah State University where he teaches courses on research methods, psycholinguistics, and language disorders in children.  His research primarily concerns information processing, and language assessment and intervention with school-age children with language impairments. He is the Co-PI on an NIH grant to study language assessment in bilingual children and on a new IES grant to develop narrative intervention procedures. He has served as an associate editor of the Journal of Speech, Language, and Hearing Research, the American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology, and Topics in Language Disorders. Ron is an ASHA Fellow and has received numerous teaching and research awards. 

· Sandra Laing Gillam, Ph.D is an Associate Professor in Communication Disorders and Deaf Education at Utah State University where she teaches courses in phonological development and disorders, professional issues, assessment and intervention for speech and language disorders across the age-span.  Her research interests include assessment and intervention for language and literacy impairments, multi-cultural populations, and processes involved in text comprehension. She was a recipient of an American Speech Hearing and Language Association New Investigator Award and received the Outstanding Alumnus Award from the University of Memphis.  She is also the PI on a new IES grant to develop narrative intervention procedures.  

Registration information will be posted soon on the web sites of the UND Communication Sciences and Disorders Department (http://www.und.edu/dept/cdis/) and the MSUM Department of Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences (http://www.mnstate.edu/slhs/).

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Canad Inns (http://www.canad-inns-grand-forks.com/)
adjacent to the Alerus Center for a daily rate of $63.00. To secure a room from this block, you must reserve by March 19, 2010. Be sure to specify that you are attending the UND/MSUM Spring Symposium. Contact the Canad Inn-Grand Forks at:

	CanadInns
	1000 South 42nd Street
	Grand Forks, ND 58201
	Phone: 701-772-8404
Fax: 701-772-1320






