Essay Assessment Project

Scoring Criteria

“A” Level

· Project is complete; all major components are present
· Each component is appropriate length
· Each component is well reasoned, clearly written and labeled
· There is complete agreement across components
· The targets, assignment, and rating scale all coincide 
· Target(s) is appropriate for Essay Assessment
· Good sound Essay Exercise
· Identifies specific topic
· Gives reasoning skill
· Provides enough focus
· 3-Step Rating Scales (one for each essay assignment)
· At least 5 qualities are compared
· Highly discriminating criteria
· Delivers consistent results
· Inclusive of all valued targets
· Grading of the writing sample is instructional
· Margin comments demonstrate reflection or insight
· Summary comments communicates ways to improve
· Corrections are gentle and accurate
· Grading Rationale communicates assessment non-combatively
· Appropriate for your audience (Parent)

· Sites examples from the essay

· Compares student work to teacher expectation

· Provides some perspective for the student and/or parent 

· Suggests strategies for student improvement 

· Test-analysis is complete
· All of the 5 standards of quality assessment are addressed & subtitled
· Brief and to the point
· Clearly & insightfully written showing self-governance
· Journal article summary is well done
· appropriate length; ½ page
· Bibliography is at the top of the page
· Summary is brief and complete 
“B” Level
· A major component is missing or
· Inconsistent across the components
· Essay exercise is unclear about reasoning skill
· Checklist is inconsistent or too abstract
· Grading has no margin or summary comments
· Rationale is defensive and non-specific
· Misinterprets the some of the 5 standards of quality assessment

· Journal article is not on an assessment topic 

 “C” Level
· Two major components missing 
· Essay Ex. has no focus for the student to begin writing 

· Disagreements across components are common
· Checklist is incomplete or irrational with point awards
· Grading comments are sarcastic or of no instructional value
· Rationale puts blame on the student & only communicates teacher frustration 
· Shows very little understanding for the 5 standards of quality assessment
 “D” Level
· Three major components are missing
· Unclear what the essay exercise is testing
· Components that are present have almost nothing to do with one another
· Rating scale is not really on the same topic as the assignment
· Test-analysis demonstrates no insight or understanding of the 5 standards of quality assessment
 “F” Level

· Student has failed the assignment

