Final Grade Scenario 1








You’ve given 6 assessments in the Language-Arts section of your class.  Two were major essays, a drama, and 3 short quizzes.  The essays were based on library research of the authors of books that they had been reading and represent about a months worth of work.  The drama was a semester long project culminating with the Christmas show for the parents.  The quizzes were 10 item comprehension quizzes to make sure that the students were doing the out of class reading.  Betty-bag-of-donuts does very well on the essays and drama, all A’s, but doesn’t do well at all on the small quizzes, all C’s.  Her grades average out to a C+.





Is this fair?  What method of final grade computation was used?

















What could be done to make it better?





�
Final Grade Scenario 2








In your Math class for the 9 nine weeks you wanted to emphasize the value of homework.  To that end you gave 10 pts. for each homework assignment done whether or not the student did each problem of the homework correctly.  You gave homework quite often and kept very good records.  There were also 3, 25 point, quizzes given in the nine week period.  Joe Bag-of-donuts did all of his homework and received full marks for them.  However, when the quizzes came around, he didn’t do very well on them.  His final grade is an A, when he never received more than a C+ on any of the quizzes.





Is this fair?  What final grade computation method was used?

















How could this be improved?





�
Final Grade Scenario 3








In the Science section of your class, you decide to reward students who stay after school and help you clean up the lab and wash out the beakers & test tubes and things like this.  You keep track of the students who do this and give them 5 points each time.  The same students of course are very consistent with their help, and are very cheerful & kind.  You have a parent of a student in your classroom very upset because she had talked to another parent of one of your students.  She did not understand how her child had received a B while the other child had gotten an A when her child had outperformed the other on all of the quizzes and lab-reports.








Is this fair?  What method of final grade computation is the teacher using?

















How could this be improved?





�
Final Grade Scenario 4








In your 4th grade Social Studies class, according to the curriculum you were responsible for American History up to the Revolutionary war.  It seems that you had an exceptionally slow group of 4th graders last year and they just didn’t keep up with the material.  All the final grades were quite low when compared to the material so you decided to make it more fair by lowering the scores required for an A and then for a B and so on in order not to fail nearly everybody in the class.  The 5th grade teacher comes to you in October asking about what you covered about American History up to the Revolutionary war because her student were having trouble recalling much of anything about Plymouth Rock or even the Mayflower.





Is this Fair?  What method of final grade computation is being used?

















What could be done differently to improve this?








