This grading plan covers a nine-week period in a FIFTH grade Science classroom studying Inventions. It will cover the history, different famous inventors and inventions, and conclude with the students creating their own inventions for the Invention Convention in March. Science classes meet everyday for 50 minutes, so this unit easily fills the entire quarter.

Learning Target Objectives

Fifth Grade

1.  Students will explore the history of famous inventors and inventions.

2. Students will engage in research skills where process is valued over product.

3. Students will develop higher order thinking skills by using previous knowledge, comprehension skills, application, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

4. Students will be encouraged to use creative and critical thinking skills to develop a new invention.

5. The students will be involved with curriculum that combines science, language arts, social studies, library and computer skills, math, and much more.

Personal Grading Philosophy

A final grade at the end of a grading period should reflect a student’s ability to accomplish the learning targets and goals set by the teacher. Through careful planning, assessments will be trusted to reflect overall student achievement accurately. There are also certain grade plan issues that should be reflected in classroom management. If a grade seems inaccurate by distortion, it requires flexibility and or rigidity. If my requirements are clear, there should be no bad measurement. 


Therefore, my grading plan stands as such; I will grade 92 % on achievement. 7 % on effort, and 1 % on attitude. It is a TOTAL POINTS method for final grade computation. 

Achievement (92%) will be based on 5 quizzes (65pts), 2 essays (108pts), 2 tests (150pts), and

 2 performance projects (80 & 149pts). This equals 552 points or 92% of 600.

Effort (7%) will be 15 homework assignments and 6 journal entries. These assignments are not graded but each is worth 2 points when checked and completed on the specified day. I will not check content or grade for correctness, but these assignments will be what the Quiz material is based on. Homework or journal entries not done will receive 0 points, incomplete will receive 1pt, and completed on time will receive the full 2pts each. Feed-back to each student is essential.

Attitude (1%) this may not seem to be an amount that could make or break a borderline grade, but it can. It boils down to 6 points. Each student starts the quarter with my assumption that they are all great kids and has a clean slate. There will be a poster on the wall that outlines participation, behaviors, and citizenship rules of conduct I require. Two warnings given, a third and a point is deducted. 

They will be listed as  Above the line Behavior & Below the line Behavior. For example;

Act responsibly

Respectful of others

Participate when required and voluntarily

Mindful of common good

Self-restraint

Tolerance

Self-respect

(there are more)

Ignorance

Destructiveness

Noisy and disruptive

Talking out of turn

Not where your supposed to be

Lack of responsibility

(there are more)

My role as teacher to model behavior, teach, assess, and manage a classroom in such a way that it promotes and sets a climate of self-direction, free for an exchange of views, egalitarian treatment of all peers, curriculum that is connected to student life experience, interest, and brings forth contemporary issues, and at the same time maintains order and discipline.

GRADING FACTORS

Achievement is a grading factor used by the majority when it comes to assessing a student’s mastery of specific learning areas. It is measured through written tests, performance assessments and/or student’s one on one discussion with the teacher. Assessment using achievement only can be insufficient when trying to create a total, socially adept outcome for a complete student.

Effort is the visible sign of a student’s motivation. By itself, and looking at it only as a visible effort it is unreliable as a grading factor. However, if effort is combined with achievement in a way that it is not actually graded, but encourages students to strive harder and take risks it can be added as part of a grading plan. One thing within a student’s control is how hard they try. Given specific minimum requirements, students can choose to be motivated or not.

Attitude is an important part of a student’s overall learning environment, but it is certainly difficult to measure and can change each minute. A positive attitude normally leads toward a more productive and secure individual. This can be achieved through steady and effective classroom management policies that are highly visible to every student. It is a matter of a student learning self-control and respect for others. It is within the student’s control when there is prior knowledge of what is expected within an orderly learning environment.

Aptitude or the ability of a student to do this or that is not a reasonable or reliable measure as a grading factor. There will always be students’ who excel at one thing and bomb where there is no interest. Therefore, using aptitude in a grading plan is inappropriate because as a teacher you are not measuring a student’s intelligence. There is no clear definition of what aptitude represents. It just does not measure up to the key attributes for sound assessment. It is the duty of the teacher to identify those students that may be underachievers in a certain area and provide specific motivational instruction or scaffolding so that each student can work up to their fullest potential and achieve success.

Compliance takes a role in the student’s ability to follow school and classroom rules, and often involves attendance. How students follow the rules within a school or classroom is mainly a matter of management. Punishment for bad behavior should be separate from any grading policies. The law states that students must attend school, but many times attendance is not for the student to decide. It is out of their hands and control; so therefore, grading on tardiness or absence as part of a student’s grade is unfair and unreliable as a measure of assessment.

Method for compiling Final grades is Total Points.
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September 29, 2004

Dear Parent, Guardian, and Families,


Hi, my name is Mrs. JJJJJJJJJ QQQQQQQQ and I will be your son or daughters fifth grade homeroom teacher this year.  I would like a chance to briefly explain my methods for grading your child’s mastery over a course of specific subjects that we will be covering during the course of the year. My grading philosophy is a bit non-traditional in that I do include effort and attitude, as well as achievement scores. We will have Standardized test this year, but these state and/or federal tests will not be reflected in your child’s final grade.

My method for compiling a final grade is a total points system of 600 points each quarter. 

Achievement carries 552 points or (92%) and will include: 

***Five quizzes 

***Midterm and final test 

***Two essay questions 

***Two hands-on performance projects 

Effort will be worth 42 possible points or (7%) and will include:
*** 15 homework assignments

*** 6 journal entries

These assignments will NOT BE GRADED for content or correctness, but will be assigned points based upon: not completed 0pts, partially complete 1pt, and completed on time 2pts. These assignments are important because it is from these, that I will take information from for the 5 quizzes.

Attitude will be worth 6 possible points or (1%) and will include behavior required in the classroom environment. I am assuming that all are great students and everyone starts with a clean slate and a credit of 6 points. Behavior below the line will not be tolerated. There will be two warnings, than a third and then a 1-point deduction.

I will have visibly posted a Citizenship Behavior list for all to see that will explain what Above the line behaviors are, and what Below the line Behaviors are. These will have been chosen and decided upon by both students and the teacher during the first day of class.

If you have any questions, feel free to call the school to leave a message, number and good time to call you back. I will return your calls after classes or in the evenings. We can also discuss any questions you may have during parent/teacher conferences. 








    Sincerely,

Mrs. QQQQQQQQQQQQ – 5th Grade Teacher                            

Standardized Test Scores

Raw Score - This is a very basic and broad way of adding up the number of correct responses, regardless of total number of items on a test. It does not reflect accurate relative ability across subject or sub-test areas when there is a different number of items.

Percent – This is the percent of test items that were answered correctly and or the raw score divided by the total test items. It seems to be most common and easily understood. It is completely different from percentile rank in that it shows objective mastery over a certain subject by receiving a certain percent correct. 

Percentile Rank - Indicate the percent of the norm population scoring below an individual students test score. This shows the relative standing of a student within a norm grouping. It is a norm-referenced test score. Explained it means that a score of 90 scored higher than 90 % of the total examinees in the original test group.

Stanine Scores - This allows for a comparison of relative standing. They indicate where in the overall distribution of scores the score in question lies, this is assuming that the distribution follows a normal curve.

Grade Equivalent Scores - Shows relative standing that compares a student’s raw score to average scores across grade levels. Does not show accurately because of the different subject areas that might be taught.

Five Quality Standards

Clear and Appropriate Targets

Targets for this assignment cover almost the entire quarter and all the students work. Areas like homework and journals which are checked about every other day, are assessed as being completed or not. Individual work and combined group work is assessed using a checklist or rating scale. Written assessments cover specific material that was covered in class or through research, an are based on specified learning goals.



Focussed Purpose


The purpose of this assessment is to report the student’s level of mastery over a broad area of concepts, ideas, and terminology that was discovered through discussion in class, text readings, Internet searches, and experimentation. The final grade will represent the student’s achievements over the entire context of the unit studied.


Proper Method


The grading system used focuses on multiple, although a very broad area and should give a good overall view of the student’s ability. The method used is the total point system. Although this takes prior planning for the instructor, it is quite accurate when used with a broad combination of assessments, like multiple choice tests, quizzes, essays, hands-on performance projects, and journaling.

Sound Sampling


This covers all area of the student’s work for the entire quarter. The use of homework and journal assignments, projects, written tests, essays, will give a fair and accurate assessment of each student’s capabilities. Specific individual items within an area are not a covered factor in this assessment. It is a broad view of each student’s mastery of the information presented that is tested by this assessment.

Accurate and Free of Bias and Distortion


Cultural or gender bias is not present in this grading plan procedure. A problem might become evident if a student missed certain information due to absence or lack of participation. If a student does poorly in one area, yet excels in another, accommodations could be made. Any problems that may have come up should have been appropriately dealt with previously, since this is a final summary of work performed at an earlier date.

Student Referral

Name: Rodney Reindeer

Grade: Fifth

Date: 10 / 2000

School: Robert Asp

Test Results


>>>Scores of 83% in reading total, 99% in language totals, 99% in math totals, 90% in social studies, 89% in science, 89% math computation.

Observations…


>>>These test scores reflect accurately what this young man is capable of. In class he is always the class clown and seems to act “dumb”, for his classmate’s approval. His lower scores in geometry are there because we have not covered this in class yet. He has some trouble with staying on task in class and is easily distracted. The schoolwork he has been assigned up until this point has not been a challenge for him. His trouble with staying on task is mainly boredom. It shows in his sloppy spelling and in the clarity of his written assignments in class. When asked to properly spell a misspelled word or to clarify what he meant through verbal means, he has no problem. His work-study habits in class are also easily distracted. 

I recommend…


>>> Rodney should receive special accommodations in class to challenge him mentally. His intelligence is beyond the curriculum presented in class at this time. I believe the test scores to be valid, from what I have observed and experienced in class. Assignments taken home are always correct, in class, his being the class clown interferes with his concentration. Any of the lower than 90% scores seen are subject areas that have not been covered completely in class, yet he still scored above 79%. This student definitely needs assistance of a gifted/talented instructor to stretch and activate his mind to his fullest potential.

Recommendation by:  




Mrs. QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ

PERSONAL GRADING

PLAN

By

QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ

EECE 388

Fall 2000

Dr. Brian Smith

