INFERENCE QUESTIONS

Using Inference style questions in Selected Response Tests is both very good methodology and very difficult to accomplish without bias or distortion.  To write an inference test item, you must understand Inductive and Deductive reasoning.  

Inductive Reasoning:
Given detailed, concrete, factual information, the learner then forms a general, probable, predictive conclusion.

Example: Details-
Red-cheeked faces, heavy coats, mittens, sniffling, boots, clear blue sky…


Conclusion-
It’s a very cold day in winter in MN.

Deductive Reasoning:
Given a general truth, the learner then reasons through to a factual, concrete, detail.

Example: Conclusion- It’s below zero outside that day


Detail-

You bring your sunglasses.

Appropriate use of Inference questions:

1. Multiple Choice, various conclusions but only one is “likely” to be true.

2. True/False, scenario is given with a conclusion stated that is either “likely” true or false. 

COMPARISON QUESTIONS
Using Comparison style questions on a Selected Response Test can be a very effective tool.  Because you are actually covering two different concepts, people, or bits of knowledge at one time, you are being more efficient in the long run.  For a Comparison Question to be a real test item you must have the two items of comparison in the question stem. 

EC – Trigger words: Like, the same as, different, …

Correlative Constructions/Grammar:
· Both ________, and __________

· Either ________, or __________

· Neither ________, nor _________

· _______er than…

· more _________, than _________

· Not only ________, but also ________

