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This performance assessment was developed for a fifth grade class studying the Revolutionary War.  The class consists of 24 students who will be divided into groups of four.  Both the individual and the groups will be assessed.


Targets


Learning Objectives


Students will:


1. Choose a Revolutionary War theme to create a diorama which will demonstrate:


A. Causes and effects of the Revolutionary War.


	B. Recognition of figures and events of the pre-Revolutionary period.                                        


a. Early acts of violence.


b. The Continental Congress and its leaders. 


C. Identification of major figures, events and battles of the Revolution.


D. Women of the revolution. 


E. The Declaration of Independence.	


F. Details of the Treaty of Paris.


2. Research their theme in the text, reference material, and on the Internet so that only accurate information is depicted. 


3. Construct a diorama on a four-foot square platform.


4. Develop a dialogue for a four-person skit, which will which will explain and enhance their diorama.


5. Make a class presentation of their skit as well as presenting their diorama in a learning station setting.  


Minnesota High Standards


Intermediate Content Standards





Standard Area One: Read, Listen, View.





Literal Comprehension





A student shall demonstrate comprehension of literal meaning by:


	1. Reading, listening, and viewing of nonfiction and fiction selections to 


identify main ideas and support details, retell main events or ideas in 	  sequence, pronounce new words using phonics, demonstrate 	 	  techniques of improving and expanding vocabulary, and demonstrate an age appropriate reading rate; 





Interpretation And Evaluation





A student shall interpret and evaluate information from age appropriate nonfiction and fiction selections by reading, listening, and viewing to:


	4. Compare and contrast settings, ideas, or action;


	5. Understand ideas not stated explicitly in the selection;





Standard Area Seven: People And Cultures.





Historical Events





A student shall demonstrate knowledge of historical events and contributions of key people from different time periods through reading and constructing timelines of key events and the actions of important people, the contributions of key historical people, and cause and effect relationships of events over an extended period of time to:


4. Give examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among 	  individuals, groups, and nations.





Geography And Citizenship





A student shall demonstrate an understanding of:


	1. The interaction of people, places, and locations;


2. How to locate regions of the United States and selected regions of the 	    world and identify geographic features and cultural characteristics of 	 regions;


	3. Characteristics of various world regions by:


Interpreting and using information based on maps and graphic 	 representations;





Objective Assignment One: Construct A Diorama (Authentic)








Day 1: One Hour


This is a group assignment with students divided into four-person teams.  During a short meeting with your team you will select a Revolutionary War theme that we have studied from our textbook, develop a plan, and divide responsibility for research and the gathering physical materials.


  


Each team will have their own four-foot square platform on which to build their diorama. You can use art materials from the back of the room as well as resources that you might choose to bring from home.





You will not be graded on artistic ability.  Each person will receive a checklist so you will know exactly what is expected.  You will be evaluated on your group work as well as your individual work, which should show a genuine understanding of the theme you chose.





Make copies of the resources you draw on and use only accurate information. Get started!








Day 2: Two Hours


Begin by meeting with your team to share the information you have gathered and confirm group plans.


  


Remember we have a time limit so get right to work on construction.





The last ten minutes will be used for cleanup.  Everyone on your team will share this duty.





Day 3: One Hour


Your team will staff a learning station and explain the Revolutionary War theme that your group chose, as well as share the additional research that you found.





Actions


�
Possible Points�
Student 1�
Student 2�
Student 3�
Student 4�
�
Group Plan Developed�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Group Cooperation�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Group Contribution�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Group Diorama Accuracy�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Group Completed Project�
10�
�
�
�
�
�
Student Documents Research�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Student Answers Questions�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Student Stays On Task�
10�
�
�
�
�
�
Total Points�
50�
�
�
�
�
�



Diorama Checklist
































Objective Assignment Two: Develop A Dialogue For A Skit








Day 1: One Hour





This is a group assignment with students remaining in the same four-person teams.  From the research your group did on the diorama, your team will develop a dialogue for a four-person skit which will explain and enhance the diorama.








Although you can make up the dialogue, the skit should be historically accurate.  It should last six to seven minutes, so you will want to time yourselves as you rehearse.








You will not be required to hand in a written script, although you may use written notes to speak your parts.  You will not be graded on theatric ability.  Each person will receive a checklist so you will know exactly what is expected.  You will be evaluated on your group work, as well as individual work, which should show a genuine understanding of the theme you chose.








Day 2: One Hour








Show consideration for the other groups as they perform their skits.








Finally, present your skit to the class and field questions from the audience. 














Skit Checklist














Actions�
Possible Points�
Student 1�
Student 2�
Student 3�
Student 4�
�
Group Dialogue Historically Accurate�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Group Skit Lasts 6 Minutes�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Group Cooperation�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Group Able To Answer Questions�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Student Stays On Task�
5�
�
�
�
�
�
Total Points�
25�
�
�
�
�
�










































Disability Issue





Timothy has been diagnosed with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder.  He has a normal intelligence level and when he takes his Ritalin, he is moderately manageable.  However, during group activities he can become impulsive and unruly, presenting a significant barrier to his participation.  His IEP recommends the following:





1. Give clear concise instructions.


2. Break long assignments into shorter blocks so he can see the end of the work.


3. Assist him in setting short-term goals.


           4. Set up a behavior contract.


           5. Seat him near a good role model or the teacher


           6. Allow him to stand while working.


           7. Acknowledge positive behavior of students around him.


           8. Reinforce frequently when signs of frustration are noticed.


           9. Supervise closely during transition times.


          10. Write out his homework assignments every day and put in his bag.


          11. When necessary, use time-outs.





Accommodations:





Prior to giving the assignment to the class:


1. Timothy and I will meet prior to the assignment being given.  I will give him a general description of the project and have him repeat it to me.  


2, 3. The directions for the diorama are already presented in a step-by-step format. 


4. When his interest is aroused, we will negotiate a behavior contract for him to be able to participate.


After the assignment is given:


5. I will pair him up with one of the top students and they will use the diorama platform closest to the front of the room.


6. Much of the project will be done while standing.


7, 8, 9. I will have to monitor Timothy’s group closely to acknowledge positive behavior and watch for signs of frustration.


10. I will send a note to his parents about the project so he will be reminded to finish his research and to bring material from home that he intends to use.


11. Hopefully, we won’t need to use time-outs.





 














Quality Assessment








Clear And Appropriate Targets


	The targets for this assessment are appropriate because all information was taken directly from the text, classroom activities, and information the students gathered and documented while doing research. Targets were listed in the learning objectives and on the checklists





Focused Purpose


	The purpose of this assessment was to see if the students could gather information from several sources and construct it into something concrete, which would then become a learning station to share with others.  This assessment will be used as a grading tool for individual students as well as the group.








Proper Method


	The data from this unit contained many of new ideas, names, places, dates, and reasons.  The performance assessment of a hands-on project of this kind is an appropriate and effective method of directly observing that learning has taken place.  








Sound Sampling


	This assessment started with a moderate amount of information but each group narrowed their scope to one theme that they researched and presented in greater depth.  The students were assessed on following the criteria given in advance and on presenting information from a historical theme, which they chose.  Students were assessed for group work in: developing a plan, cooperation, contribution, accuracy, and completion of the project.  Students were assessed individually for: documenting research, answering questions about their part of the project, and staying on task.











Bias And Distortion Eliminated


	Every student had equal access to reference material, text, computer lab, and art supplies.  Instructions were clear and laid out in a step-by-step format.  Accommodations were made for any student who needed them.  The project was primarily done in the classroom were help and clarification from the instructor were available.


	











						


Journal Article Summary





Kean, M. (1993). Authentic Assessments and the True Multiple-Measures Approach.  Education Week.


     http://www.edweek.com/ew/ew_printstory.cfm?slug=05kean.h13





“When you follow two separate chains of thought, Watson, you will find some point of intersection which should approximate the truth,” Sherlock Holmes states in The Disappearance of Lady Frances Carfax.  This point is as basic as it is important: multiple measures are the only sure way to get valid, reliable, fair results.





Lawmakers as well as education policymakers are debating one type test over another.  It often comes down to norm-referenced multiple-choice tests versus performance assessments.  However, some state and local districts are collaborating with major test publishers to design assessments that fit their community’s needs and that best reflect local objectives as well as national goals.





The Baltimore School District is a case in point.  Twenty-four teachers were selected to help design assessment tasks.  Questions asked were: Is the reading level appropriate?  Is the literature on which the tasks are based readily available in the schools?  Are the tasks related to classroom experiences / everyday lives?  For these teachers, having a voice about how and when the assessments are used created a sense of empowerment.  





The tasks are developed to be given throughout the year to complement and support the activities the students will find on the statewide assessment that is taken at the end of the year.  Students become familiar with the performance assessment tasks and gain confidence and a sense of ownership in their education.  Portfolios of the students’ work is collected and examined to see if individual assistance is needed.  The year-end state test is a performance assessment administered by the Maryland School Performance Assessment Program, which is balanced by norm-referenced national exams.  Yes Sherlock, multiple measures.
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