Standardized Test Score Comparisons
	Score Type
	Definition
	Range
	Strengths
	Weaknesses

	Raw Scores
	The number of items correct on any given test.


	0 to # of items
	-Baseline for summary 

-Addresses sampling issue
	-Difficult to interpret alone

-Can’t compare across sections

-Can’t compare across tests

	Percent Correct
	Number of items correct divided by total number of items multiplied by 100


	0 - 100
	-Easily understood

-Communicates degree of mastery
	-Very sensitive to test length

-All sections are weighted same

-Difficult to compare across tests

	Percentile Rankings
	Percent of students in the norm group scoring below them.


	0 – 99
	-Clear comparison to group

-Clear comparison to other tests

-Clear comparison within sections of the test
	-Often confused with percent correct

-Cannot be averaged

-Says nothing about mastery

	Stanines
	Divides scores into 9 broad categories


	1 - 9
	-Broad comparisons

-Quick interpretation 
	-Imprecise with achievement

-Cannot be averaged

-Says nothing about mastery

	Grade Equivalents
	Compares performance on test to that of students at differing grade levels.
	1 - 12
	-Provides common reference of grade levels

-Quick Interpretation
	-Chronically misinterpreted

-Says nothing about mastery


