Students with Disabilities

Scenario # 1
You have a performance assessment in which a group of 4th grade students are supposed to put together a radio show about early Minnesota state history.  The groups are about 4 students per group and you want to grade on the participation of each member of the group.  The radio show will be performed in front of the whole class and maybe at the spring-fling festival next month where parents will be invited.  One of the groups has a girl with the speech disorder of stuttering.

What could you do to make this assignment both accessible and appropriate for this girl?

Scenario # 2
You have come to the end of a two-week unit on physical science and would like to give a 25 pt. quiz over this material.  You write a high quality sound, selected response test based of course on the 5 quality standards you learned from Richard Stiggins.  One of your most enthusiastic students, an 8th grader named Sam, has been just excellent in labs and oral reports, but he is a bit disorganized.  However, he never finishes the quizzes in your class so he gets noticeably lower grades on them.  His homework is usually late and incomplete as well.  Also, you remember that in the teachers’ room, other subject teachers have mentioned similar results in their classes.

What might best explain Sam’s situation?

What could be done to improve his situation?
Scenario #3
As part of the state initiative for improving communication through writing, all 4th grade classes are required to write the statewide assessment of composition skills in cursive handwriting.  The class as a whole has been doing fairly well with this new skill, but Susan has really not mastered this skill.  You have noticed over the course of several months that she seems to be trying to learn and has been trying to get help from her other friends in class in learning to write cursively.  Her speech is rather off, unable to articulate sounds clearly as well.  Her IQ has been tested as normal.  The test is only one month away, and Susan still can’t write legibly.

What could explain Susan’s situation?

What could be done to help Susan?

Scenario # 4

You are a replacement 3rd grade teacher in Morris Mn. and have been given the task of teaching the principles of music to your class of about 25 eager students.  Mid-way through the first semester, a transfer student, Miguel, comes to your class who is legally deaf.  You have just finished a unit on rhythm and plan to test the class on it next week.

How could you accommodate your assessment for Miguel?
Scenario # 6
You have been given a 6th grade class of about 30 students in East St. Elsewhere.   One of your students, Linda, has a developmental disability.  Linda has had her IQ measured at 68.  She has a cooperative attitude and is very social with the other classmates.  The others in the class accept her into their social groups.  Linda has told you that her favorite subject is Physical Education.  The class is working on an end of the year scrapbook.  The students are broken into groups responsible for different sections of the scrapbook, like fall, winter, and spring…

How could Linda participate equally in this activity?
