Learning Targets

· Grade Level:   4

· Subject:  Social Studies

· Minnesota High Standards:

1. Read, Listen, and View:  Interpretation and Evaluation

A student shall interpret and evaluate information from age-appropriate nonfiction and fiction selections by reading, viewing, and listening to:

· draw conclusions based on information in the selection

· compare and contrast elements of the story or selection

· distinguish facts from opinions

          Read, Listen, and View:  Literal Comprehension


A student shall demonstrate comprehension of literal meaning through reading, 


viewing, or listening to nonfiction and fiction selections by:

· identifying main ideas and some supporting details

· retelling main events or ideas in sequence

    2.  Write and Speak: Writing and Speaking

    A student shall demonstrate the ability to write and speak for a variety of  

    academic and technical purposes through:

· writing a report to describe and give information about a person, an object, or a situation by:

1. using reasons or examples to explain it

    3.  Inquiry: Data Categorization, Classification, and Recording

         A student shall demonstrate the ability to categorize, classify, and record 

         information by:

· explaining the answer to the question

· displaying information using the appropriate format

4. People and Cultures:  Family, school, and community

A student shall demonstrate knowledge of the interaction of location, family, school, and community including an understanding of:

· How different people may respond differently to the same event

· How the student’s home region has changed over time

· How a personal history has changed over time

Essay Exercises
Essay #1

· When writing your essay, pay close attention to your spelling and use correct language. 

· Remember to use facts from the discussions that we had in class, the readings from the book and the guest speaker when writing your answer. 

· When you are finished, raise your hand and I will pick up your paper and you can quietly read your book.  

· You will have 30 minutes to complete this essay.

Imagine you were alive during World War II.  Write an essay about the results you have seen on either the steel or food industry during the war.  What do you think was the most important result and why.  

Essay # 2

· When writing your essay, pay close attention to your spelling and use correct language.  

· Remember to use facts from the discussions that we had in class, the readings from the book and the guest speaker when writing your answer. 

· When you are finished, raise your hand and I will pick up your paper and you can quietly read your book.  

· You will have 30 minutes to complete this essay.

Many families were separated during World War II.  Imagine your father was sent away to war.  Write a letter to him describing what life is like now and how it has changed since he left.  What is the same and what is different? 

Rating Scale

	Content
	Excellent
	Okay
	Unacceptable

	Spelling


	All of the words are spelled correctly
	Essay has a few minor spelling mistakes 
	Essay has numerous spelling mistakes

	Grammar


	All of the sentences are correctly worded with correct punctuation
	Most of the sentences are worded correctly and most have correct punctuation
	There are many punctuation mistakes, the sentences do not make sense and are worked incorrectly

	Organization


	The essay is very well organized into complete thoughts including a topic sentence and concluding sentence
	The essay is missing some complete thoughts, has only either a topic or concluding sentence
	The essay lacks complete thoughts, is not well organized in essay format.  No topic sentence or concluding sentence

	Supporting information


	The essay has at least 5 pieces of supporting evidence
	The essay has only 2-3 supporting statements
	The essay lacks supporting information or only contains 1 supporting statement

	Stated main point


	The essay has a strong main point that answers the essay question
	The essay has a weak main point, may be a bit off the subject or lacks validity
	There is no main point or the main point is totally off of the subject


(blank)  t1

(blank)  t2

(blank)  t3

I would place the following note in the student’s writing journal, which is an open communication between the teacher, student, and the parent.

Dear Student and Parent(s),

I really enjoyed reading your essay The tennis surprise.  You received a “B” on your essay.  The tennis surprise was written very well and had good transitions (after that, and then).  I really enjoyed the way that the essay was written step-by-step it made the essay very easy to follow.

You used very nice describing words (one extremely beautiful day).  The part of the essay when you were thirsty and glugged the water down like an elephant in a birdbath was very imaginative!  I can just see an elephant drinking all of the water in a birdbath very quickly.

You did have a few minor spelling mistakes.  Some of those words are very hard to spell.  You misspelled surprise twice (suprise and supprised).  Remember, when writing an “A” before a vowel, use “an” and when using “A” before a “consonant” use “a” such as when writing “a boy” or “an elephant”.


Great essay, it was almost as if I was there watching you play and win your trophy!  Remember to watch your spelling, add those difficult words to your word bank, and practice them.  Keep up the great work 

5 Quality Standards

1.  Clear Targets

The learning targets of the unit are learning about the effects on industry during World War II and how life in the United States changed during World War II.  Students will be writing this in essay or letter form, so spelling, format, grammar, and punctuation will also be a part of their grade.

2.  Focused Purpose

The purpose of the assessment (essay assessment) is to gauge the knowledge that the students have (have not) gained in the study of World War II.  Students will have engaged in group work regarding this topic, created projects, participated in groups discussions, listened to guest speaker(s), and read books about World War II and its effects.  However, to gauge the student’s individual knowledge, these essay assessments will be necessary not only to assess social studies skills but also writing skills.

3.  Proper Method

An essay assessment would be appropriate for this content area because it gauge’s the student’s individual knowledge and the teacher will be able to know exactly what every student knows or what they need to work on in future writing assignments and social studies units.  Along with the essay assessment, I would have students write in a journal describing what life would have been like during World War II.

4.  Sound Sampling

The essay assessment that I made has the children think about the effects of the war as if they were actually there.  The essay questions will have the children focus more specifically on certain aspects of the war other than just the basic facts.  The writing portion of the essay assessment will allow me, the teacher, to gauge where the students are as far as there writing strengths or weaknesses are.

5. Accurate Assessment Free From Bias and Distortion
In the essay assessment, I avoided bias and distortion by not excluding any particular religion or custom of any culture. If a child was from another country, I may ask him or her to write about what their particular country was like during World War II or ask them to give a presentation to the class about their country.  If a child’s family did not believe in war (such as the Amish) I would have them write a letter to a soldier that they have maybe not met to describe to them how life has changed in the United States.

To further avoid bias or distortion I would also look at how other countries were affected during this unit, not just the United States.  I would possibly have someone who lived in another country come in and speak to the class or do research about other countries and how they changed during World War II.
Portfolio Assessment
Farr, R.  (1991).  Portfolios:  Assessment in Language Arts.  ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication Skills.  Retrieved from www.askeric.org/plweb-cgi/obtain
This article really made clear what portfolios are, and how they can be used in a variety of ways both in the classroom and outside the classroom.  Although the title of this article deals with the language arts classroom, the author explained that portfolios are used for much more than just language arts materials.  In language arts, the student and teacher discuss the student’s best work and place it in the portfolio, which can be shown to the teacher at the parent-teacher conferences.


One key idea that I agree with the author on in this article is that in constructing a portfolio assessment, it requires students to construct responses rather than to just recognize the correct answer.  Writing an essay to place in a portfolio is much more meaningful to a student than placing a test that they just circled the answers to the questions that were given to them.  When writing an assessment that the teacher has given to the students, the students can apply their knowledge and skills to reveal their ability regarding the subject.


The author also suggests not just putting teacher directed questions in the language arts portfolio, but also including letters and other sample writings that the students have created.  Portfolios can present the student’s growing knowledge in not just language arts, but other areas as well.
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