Guidelines in Test Item Construction
General:
1.  Clear & Sharply focused test items.

General Washington, who was six feet tall and had wooden teeth, is famous for crossing which river?
2.  Aim for the lowest possible reading level.
Pursuant to the major character’s analysis at the dénouement, what is your opinion?
3.  No interior or exterior clues. (Grammar or subject matter)

Where does the Queen of England live?
4.  Include overall directions, sub-directions, and personal identification lines.

5.  Have someone proof read your test.

Hve somone proof reed yur tes.
6.  Make sure that all of the question types are grouped together.

All multiple choice items together.  True/false items together,  Fill-in items together, and obviously all matching items together.
7.  Make sure that all of question/item & answer choices are on the same page, and all of the matching options are on the same page.

Multiple Choice:
1.  Ask a complete question or a large enough of a stem.

You should __________.

a)  always be brushing your teeth everyday.
b)  always call your mother once a week.
c)  always ignore all test writing advice.
d)  always do the assigned reading.
2.  Don’t repeat the same words in the responses.

 (see previous example)
3.  Be sure there is only one correct or best answer.

(see previous example)
4.  Answer choices should be grammatically parallel.

In the story, “Johnny, We Hardly Knew Ya”, why did Suzy run away from home?

a) She likes Johnny’s car.

b) She was bored.

c) Because, she always wanted to see the big city.

d) Johnny has a great hunting dog.

5.  No “All of the Above” or “None of the Above” or any from this family:

A and B but not C;  A and C but not B; B and C but not A
6.  No humor in the question/item stem or answer choices.

When accused of being “two-faced” Abe Lincoln replied, “Be honest now, if you had 2 faces would you wear this one around?” Why is this distracting?
7.  Spread your correct answer choices around.

The most common answer on M/C items are “C” & “B”

8.  Answer choices should be fairly brief.

In the story, “Johnny, We Hardly Knew Ya”, why did Suzy run away from home?

e) She likes Johnny’s car.

f) She was bored.

g) Because, she always wanted to see the big city after being born in a small village at the foothills of the rocky mountains in Montana..

h) Johnny has a great hunting dog.

(The longest answer is usually correct by being the most complete, descriptive, and thorough)

True/False:
1.  All or nothing - Completely true statement or completely false.

2.  Make the most important part of the test item be either true/false.

3.  Avoid complex, compound, or multiple clause sentence statements.

Matching:
1.  Clearly state what is to be matched.

On the left,  you will find historical events.  On the right,  you will find historical figures.  Write the letter corresponding to the historical figures in the space provided next to the appropriate historical events.
2.  Keep the list of the items to be matched relatively short.  

No more than ten items.
3.  Keep the list of responses as short as possible.

4.  Include more response options than are needed.

5.  Use matching for homogenous topics

If you start with names matched to dates, don’t change to dates and events.

Fill-in:
1.  Write a complete question or stem.

(See multiple choice.)
2.  One blank per test item.

3.  Don’t let the length of the blank be a clue to how long the answer is.
