MSUM
Social Work Department

Department Meeting

September 6, 2006

Present:  Jeremy Carney, Amy Philips, Shawn Ginther, Sue Peterson, Mary Schroeder, Tracy Clark, Tai Leathers, John Jenson, Adjunct

Guest:  Dean Parsons

I.     Introductions

 SW faculty and staff were introduced.  Amy introduced Dean Parsons.

II.   Comments from Dean Parsons
Dean Parsons informed the faculty that Dakota Medical Foundation has money for scholarships.  The Alumni Foundation provided this information.  He also met with Evelyn Quigley, from MeritCare.   She is a graduate of MSUM and would like to see an MSW program at MSUM.  Support is limited on campus but Dean Parsons asked the faculty to look into this matter.  U of M is doing well with the MSW program they offer on campus.  
Changes are possible in the Health Services Administration major.  Dean Parson wants the SW Dept to get together with Barry Holm and Steve Bolduc, to look at the common core curriculum, and join in a social welfare & public policy degree conversation.  Dean Parson also asked the SW faculty for information from graduates to publicize success stories.

Development funds 19A are available.  IPSEL fund will be designated by the campus and limited to creative thinking, writing, science, and math courses.  The review committee is able to help faculty work on getting these funds.

III. Announcements/Updates

John Jensen thanked the department for the welcome and support he has received during the years he has been an adjunct professor.  He asked the faculty to consider offering SW 411 in the spring.  It currently is offered only summer session and fall semester.  He noted that students from other disciplines are taking his class, specifically from the criminal justice major.  Amy is going to visit with Joel Powell in the Criminal Justice Department about splitting the cost for this class or having Criminal Justice offer the course in the spring and/or an additional section in fall and summer.

1. & 2.  Faculty Development Funds and IPSEL Funds

Amy again reminded the faculty that there’s lots of money from 19A development funds.  If anyone wants to brainstorm funding ideas, she’s glad to help with that.
3 .  ND Social Welfare Conference

      The ND Social Welfare Conference is scheduled for September 27-29.   Students from Mary’s               

and Amy’s class will be attending.  If anyone else wants to attend, Amy and Mary have blank registration forms.
4.    Work/Study Students

        Tai and Elizabeth have hired two new work study students.  They will start working this week.    

        Sarah will be working two days per week.  

5.  Graduate Database 

Amy and Shawn will be visiting with Diane Hill about having a database of SW graduates in the department for the purpose of tracking stats such as licensure, interest in an MSW program, interest in continuing ed classes, etc.  Tracy suggested also using the data base for finding out about graduate accomplishments, etc., for publication in the College newsletter. 
6.  Faculty/Graduate Highlights

Faculty and graduate highlights should be forwarded to Amy who will forward them to Teri Walseth.  Sue provided the names of some recent graduates who might be highlighted.  Amy will follow up.
7. Other

Jeremy announced that he passed all his comprehensive exams toward his doctorate degree at NDSU. YEA JEREMY!!!!!
IV.  Old Business                                                                                                                                                                       
1. Strategic Planning Mini Retreat – Choose Date
The mini retreat will be on October 18, 2006 from 10:30am - 3pm at the YWCA.  Elizabeth will call the YWCA to reserve the conference room and to arrange to have them cater a lunch.  The group will develop an agenda at a later department meeting.
V.   New Business 

        1.  Admissions 

              Announcements have been posted.  Amy and Tai have explained to Elizabeth the admission           

              process.  She has set up a schedule for students to make appointments to do the writing exam.                   

             The deadline for applications is September 22 and review will be on October 4.  Photos have         

             been taken of SW 330 students in preparation to place on the bulletin board when admission is      

             granted.

2. PEPP

Tai and Matt have decided to resign from PEPP’s Board of Directors.  Amy, Tracy, and Jeremy will be meeting with PEPP staff to discuss future partnerships with PEPP.                                                                                                           

At this point, Tai and Elizabeth left the meeting so that the faculty could work on the spring semester course schedule.

Next meeting: September 20, 2006.
Submitted by Elizabeth Garcia de Guajardo

Office and Administrative Specialist, Int

Social Work Dept

MSUM            
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