MSUM Department of Social Work

Department Meeting

August 29,, 2007
Present: Amy Phillips, Jeremy Carney, Tracy Clark, Shawn Ginther, Sue Peterson, Mary Schroeder, Chris Johnson, Matt Bakko
I Introductions


Amy Phillips welcomed the faculty back and introduced our new Adjunct Professor, 


Christopher Johnson.  He is teaching SW 250 this fall. 
II Announcements
1 Admissions Deadline – October 5


Matt will start posting admission notices next week.

2 Writing Exam Dates

Elizabeth scheduled the computer lab with IT.  Dates are September 17 at 3pm,


September 18 at 12:30 pm, and September 19 at 11:30 am

3.   PDP/PDR Dates 



Amy provided the faculty with a copy of the PDP/PDR deadlines.  If the dates are 

incorrect, faculty is to let Amy know.  The schedule of the PDP/PDR deadlines  


      may also be found at:                   



 web.mnstate.edu/acadaff/calendars/2007-2008 Calendars/DeadlineCalendar.pdf
4.
Spring course schedule due to Records Office by September 21


The spring course schedule will be discussed at the next faculty meeting on 


September 12.

5.
Chair’s election



Amy is going to ask the President and/or Vice/President to come to the 


department meeting on September 12.


6.
MSSA Conference – September 28



This is a regional conference that the faculty doesn’t attend.  They attend the state 


conference in March.

III Old Business
      
1.  Dragon core Exception for Transfer Students form – can be signed and sent in by 
advisor


Copy should be made and placed in the advisee’s file.  Original goes to Registrar


2.  Matt surveying field instructors re. Senior seminar days



There was no consensus on this survey.  Mary and Jeremy are the field liaisons 


this year.  When they make site visit they will speak with the field supervisors 

about this matter again.  Shawn suggested adding post-graduates to the survey and 

integrating this info with PEM.  Matt will work on creating another survey.

3.  IFO funds – Elizabeth will give us each our account balance

IV New Business
1 Work-study students having office keys

Amy informed the faculty that Elizabeth would like to see if she may leave an extra 
office key with a nearby department, such as Sociology Dept. for student to use 
when she is not in.  It was decided that Elizabeth will contact the key 
department and see if we can do this.  She will then contact Denise about this.  
The student will be made aware that if they misplace the office key, they 
will have to pay for it.

Elizabeth was asked to send names of student workers to the faculty.  Amy is 
taking  photos of them.  Mat will print them as soon as Elizabeth buys some 
photo paper.

2    Policy on retaking courses (sw & related area) if out of program after how many  

      years?

The faculty discussed this issue, considered having students retake course after five, seven, or ten years.  Amy will post a query on the BPD listserv about this and then a decision will be made.

3.  Change of required grade in related area courses.

It was decided that starting with spring semester 2008, acceptable grade for all related area courses in the social work major will be C-.  Matt will make the necessary changes in all our social work publications.

4.   Records Office process this semester for dropping students if tuition wasn’t paid –               
responses from our department?

The new MSUM policy regarding payment of fees and tuition cause a lot of problems for students, deregistering students.  Enrollment is down and maybe there is a correlation between these two matters.  The faculty is concern with the response that Doug Hamilton gave to The Forum about this.  Mary Schroeder will prepare a letter in response to the article in the newspaper and give it to the faculty to review.
5.   Shawn’s survey of social work graduates

Shawn asked the faculty to email him any recommendations or changes the faculty 
would like to see in his survey.  The survey looks good.  Shawn said the larger 
picture for this survey is in preparation for re-accreditation. A few recommendations 
were suggested at this time:

Pg 1


Item 1
Fall, Winter, Spring for term 

Item 3
Add transgender

Item 4
Eliminate (Please round up)


Under demographic info add child welfare stipend recipients 

Pg 3


Item F
Change first to second

Pg 6


Item 17 Add ethics right after value in the sentence that starts with the word Using


Item 17 Add social and economic justice to the list

Pg 8 
Item 19 Add including use of self to Evaulating your own practice

Item 19 Add consulting with other professions to consulting with other agencies


Item 19 Add Evidence-based practice evaluation


Item 19 Add Client outcome assessment
Pg 11


Item 27 Add word or
V.  Student Issues/Other

At this time Matt and Elizabeth were excused from the faculty meeting

Minutes submitted by Elizabeth Garcia de Guajardo.
