MSUM School of Social Work

Department Meeting

December 12, 2007

Present: Amy Phillips, Jeremy Carney, Tracy Clark, Shawn Ginther, Sue Peterson, Mary Schroeder, Matt Bakko.

I. Meeting with student (10:00)

II. Meeting with staff from Foss Architects (11:00)
The faculty met with Jim Nelson and two interior designers from Foss and talked with them about furnishings for their offices and the classrooms and multipurpose room, that the faculty asked be designated for our department.  Below is a breakdown of what we need in each classroom, room numbers are from the architectural plan dated 11/27/07.

Classroom 149:  movable desks, white board, wired for internet, ceiling mounted projector and screen, table and podium for instructor 
Classroom 152:  Same as 149 
Multipurpose Room/Social Work Lounge 150: round tables, couches, table with minimum 3 computers, white board, projector and screen (similar to what is now in Lommen 81) 
Classroom 153:  Rhombus tables, wired for internet, white board, projector and screen, table and podium for instructor 

The interior designers will be sending sample office furnishings to the department some time in January for faculty to make their selections for their office. 

Trude Hendrickson with the U of  M Social Work Program will be located in an office in the Social Work Department.  Amy asked the interior designers to contact her about furnishings for her office, and provided Trude’s contact information.
III. Announcements
1. Dragon SOS


Sweatshirts are still available.  They are being stored in the Copy Room.

2. Phi Alpha


A great big thank you to Amy Phillips for her tenure as faculty advisor to Phi Alpha!  Sue 
Peterson has graciously agreed to be the new faculty advisor.
3. Spring department meeting dates


The next faculty meeting is scheduled for January 16th.  Shawn asked the faculty to wait 
until this meeting to set up the schedule for the spring semester meetings.  The faculty 
agreed to this.  Mary did remind the faculty that the All College meeting is also scheduled 
for January 16th.

4. Sue – new chair of Departmental Review Committee


Sue is the new chair of the departmental review committee.  The other committee members 
are Tracy Clark and Mary Schroeder.

5. Changes to MSUM Bulletin – due early next semester
Shawn will review the bulletin and report back to the faculty regarding updates to the bulletin.  Amy gave Shawn a memo from Judy Strong outlining the deadlines for submission of bulletin copy.
6. Entering grades online


The Record’s Office sent information to each faculty with instructions on how to enter 
grades online.  
IV. Old Business
1. Background checks – Teri will be covering this in her budget

Teri Walseth informed Amy that her office will cover the cost for the background checks.  
Elizabeth is entering the background checks and charging them to her university 
credit card.  She will stay in contact with Margie regarding the account number for 
charging this expense.
2. Summer internships update

Though we have no numbers yet on how many will be applying, over 29 applications 
have been picked up and several have already been submitted.  The deadline for 
application is December 19, 2007.  A decision will be made by January 8, 2008 and 
letters will go out by January 11, 2008. 

3. Policy on retaking classes

Amy spoke with Judy Strong regarding the retaking of classes when a student received a 
grade of C- or better.  Judy suggested three options:


1.  Audit the class but then there might be a problem with financial aid

2.  Three credit Independent Studies class but there might be a problem when there are a 
  
      number of classes that must be retaken, all with the title of Independent Studies.

3.  Re-name the course but there might be a problem if you have to keep renaming the 

     course over and over again.


Amy also spoke with Richard Adler.  He suggested going to APAC and outlining the need 
for retaking classes after an extended absence from school, and asking for an exception of 
the C- policy.


It was decided that for now the faculty will keep the current policy that students who 
have been out of the program for 7+ years may be required to retake courses and take 
each situation on a case by case basis.
4. History 241 – Fall 2008, Summer 2009

Terry Shoptough will be teaching Hist 241 -  Fall 2008 and Summer 2009 but not in 
Spring 2009.  Matt Bakko will post signs informing the students about this.
V. New Business
1. Selection of spring internship scholarships

There were two applicants for the spring internship stipend.. The faculty decided to award Joy Navratil the Spring 2008 Internship Stipend of $500.  This stipend is paid out of the Phonathon account.  Elizabeth will send a letter to Joy informing her of this decision.
VI. Student Issues
At this time Matt and Elizabeth were excused from the meeting so that the faculty could discuss student issues.

Respectfully submitted by

Elizabeth Garcia de Guajardo
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