MSUM Department of Social Work
Department Meeting

September 28, 2007

Present:  Jeremy Carney, Track Clark, Shawn Ginther, Sue Peterson, Amy Phillips, Mary Schroeder, Matt Bakko.

I Announcement

Faculty is to give Elizabeth all their IFO travel requisitions and expense reports.  Elizabeth will be responsible for getting the required signature and mailing forms to the appropriate office.

II Old Business

1 Admission Update

Deadline for admission is October 5.  Faculty will go through the admission database on October 10.

2 Spring Class Update

Solome Hoff will not be able to teach SW 430 due to a medical condition.  Amy will be working on finding a replacement for this class.  Tracy Clark offered to teach SW 430 as a last resort if one of the other faculty members is willing to take over her liaison duties.

3 Position Search

It was agreed to get going this semester with the search to fill the position that Dr. Phillips will vacate.  She will take care of gathering information on this matter and give Shawn the information.
4 Added Item Under Old Business

Evidence based practice is going through the planning process.  Shawn asked the faculty if they are still interested in having one or two retreats to get training in evidence based practice through a “training the trainer” workshop.  The faculty still wants to do this and will discuss this matter again at a later faculty meeting.  

III New Business

1 Survey – Shawn

a Post graduation
Matt filled out the survey and it took him only15 minutes to complete it.  It was fast and easy to do.  Amy is going to check if the survey has to be approved by IRB.  The faculty has copies of the survey in their mailboxes.  They may send Shawn their comments about the survey.

2. NASW MN – Shawn 

Shawn reported that there is a “lot of online stuff” for distance learning along with a “lot of ongoing training.”  There is a “wingspread movement” whereby NASW is attempting to bring the different SW groups such as NADD, CSWE, etc… under one grouping.  Marketing plans are in the works to advertise membership, reaching out to more BSW’s encouraging them to join NASW.
   3.   Social Work Logo

Matt found some samples of School of Social Work Department logos and asked the faculty if they would like to select a logo to be used by the department.  Before a selection is made the faculty decided to have Matt find out the process that must be followed to gain university approval for a department logo.  

   4.   Dragon Core Advising – Sue 

There is a need to allocate more time to advise transfer and new students, especially in respect to the dragon core requirements.  Currently students sign up for advising sessions at 15 minute intervals.  It was decided to refer all students having dragon core advising needs to Matt.  Matt was also asked to present a dragon core update session at the next faculty meeting.
   5.    Amy’s Advisees Next Semester

For spring semester all of Amy’s advisees will be assigned to Matt.  Elizabeth is no longer assigning advisee to Amy.
   6.    Other New Business

The Tribal Council is working on starting a pre-social work track program and Tracy Clark would like to know the process for initiating an articulation agreement.  The department does review the articulation agreement but it must meet “higher up” approval.  Amy informed the faculty that Teri Walseth oversees articulation agreements such as the one in place for NDSCS and more than likely Tribal Council will follow the same process that they did.  It was decided that Tracy will speak with Teri Walseth regarding this matter and possibly prepare an outline of the process for establishing an articulation agreement.  
Tracy would also like to see if a page or link can be added to the SW website listing the courses being offered along with the syllabi.  Shawn said that another possibility is for faculty to have the syllabi for the courses they teach on their own webpage.  He has all this information on his webpage.  Shawn also asked the faculty if they would agree to let him be the webmaster for the department’s site.  The faculty thinks it is a good idea.  Matt will help Shawn work on giving the department web pages a more updated look.  Elizabeth manages the department minute web page and will continue to do this.  
Matt presented the information that the faculty requested in order to make a decision about ECON 305 replacing ECON 100.  In reviewing each course’s syllabus, it has been determine that it isn’t a good idea to make this change.  One suggestion is to substitute ECON 305 for the statistic course that is no longer an option.  Another is to make it a cross reference course like the SOC/SW gerontology course and get it on the APAC agenda for next semester.  In the meantime encourage students to consider ECON 305 as an elective.


The faculty agreed to donate to NDHRC again this year.  It will be for the same  

                         amount as last year, $200.  Elizabeth will take care of sending the donation.

IV Other (At this time Matt and Elizabeth were excused from the meeting so that the faculty could discuss the following items on the agenda)
1 Summer Internship

2 Student Issues

Respectfully submitted by 

Elizabeth Garcia de Guajardo

