Chinese 390  Syllabus

Cultural Tour of Mainland China

Course Description

With over one billion citizens and a written cultural history spanning thousands of years, the people of China today are advancing rapidly into the 21st century.   Yet a majority of the population, the peasants, remain very poor.  To prepare better MSUM’s students to live in an increasing integrated global economy and to critically assess and compare cultural differences, students will participate in several pre-class sessions, a three-week travel tour, and post-tour sessions.  This class will take students from Moorhead to an area of the world – China – that is in many ways distinctively different culturally, politically, ethnically, and economically from the United States.  We will visit areas that appear advanced compared to Fargo/Moorhead and areas that have changed little since Marco Polo’s visit in the Middle Ages.

China will provide a place where students can focus their attention on issues that face many developing countries and explore how their cultural past has affected the Chinese path to modern times.  To accomplish this, the content of the course will take a multi-disciplinary approach.  As such, the course will receive Dragon Core credit in the Global Perspectives area building on your critical/multicultural thinking and your written communication.  Special attention will focus on Chinese culture and how it relates to a myriad of topics.  Students are encouraged to blend cultural topics with the tool skills available in their majors when developing their term paper.

Learning Outcomes
Students, upon successfully completing the course, will be able to:

· Understand how Chinese culture affects various parts of Chinese life.  We will explore the relationship to familial, societal, political, and economic life.

· Understand how the country is constrained by its culture and history.  Be able to distinguish between older traditions of Confucianism and Taoism and modern Maoist traditions.

· Articulate the political and socio-economic challenges to progress and be able to evaluate alternative efforts in the shaping of China’s future.

· Demonstrate how human security has changed throughout China’s history.

· Critically assess the Chinese expectations and assumptions about people and circumstances in China and begin understanding the views of the world held by people in China.

· Develop a deeper understanding of cultural issues by assimilating information from a variety of sources and developing an extensive research paper that includes: pre-trip research, on-tour data collection, and post-trip reflection.

Course Content

Course content will focus on an interconnected set of issues that directly and indirectly affect the changes China will face in the following decades.  The following are a set of topics on which the students will focus as they seek to evaluate the relationship between China’s culture and its future through both theoretical and conceptual frameworks built through research, readings, and lectures.  Site visits will include several tourist destinations highlighting the nation’s cultural and historic past.  We will have a chance to visit a family in their home, attend a popular drama, dine in local restaurants, tour a factory and a local marketplace, visit a rural village, and watch peasants at work.

Instruction and Preparation

The course will be presented in a non-technical manner and will not require students to have previous knowledge of Chinese history, culture, or the language.  Students will receive Dragon Core 8: Global Perspective.  Students will need to be able to explore the interconnectedness of the economic, social, political, cultural, artistic, and environmental systems at the global, regional, and local levels.

Texts

Spider Eaters by Rae Yang

Siddhartha by Herman Hesse

Chinese Things

Travel Dictionary

Pre-Trip Classes: Maclean 166—Tuesday & Thursday 3:00-4:15 (After Spring Break)

March 24:  Introduction and Geography  (2 hours)

March 26:  Current Events  (2 hours)

March 31:  History (2 hours)

April 2:     Language and Calligraphy (2 hours)

April 7:     Movie:  The First Emperor  (2 hours)

April 9:     Chinese Philosophy and Religion and Siddhartha  (2 hours) – MC Quiz on Siddhartha and finish Spider Eaters

April 14:   Cultural Difference and Minority Groups  (2 hours)

April 16:   Cultural Revolution (2 hour)

April 21:   Movie: To Live   (2 hours) --  Reaction paper for Spider Eaters

April 23:   Business in China   (2 hours)

April 27:   The Arts and Architecture  (2 hours) – Submit outline of research paper, and annotated bibliography for research paper.

April 29:   Final Exam, Movie, and Food in China (2 hours including dinner)

May 5:      Submit topic for reflective paper. Packing instructions and misc. travel topics  (1 hour)

Hours in class: 23 hours

China Tour

May 20, 2009 (Wed) Depart USA: Depart the US for China by air. Cross the int'l dateline.

May 21 (Thu) BEIJING  Arrive in Beijing by air. Upon arrival, meet / transfer service by CITS guide 
at Beijing Airport and transfer to Courtyard by Marriott Beijing for 3 nights with daily buffet breakfast. Evening at your leisure. 

May 22 (Fri) BEIJING  Full day tour of Tian'An Men Square, Forbidden City, Summer Palace and Temple 
of Heaven. A special Peking Duck dinner tonight. 

May 23 (Sat) BEIJING  Full-day tour to the Great Wall (Mutianyu section) and the Ming Tombs, with the sacred walk. Chinese Kung Fu show tonight following dinner.

May 24 (Sun) BEIJING / DATONG  Morning tour in Beijing: Hutong tour with rickshaw ride and local home visit. CITS transfer to Beijing Railway Station in the afternoon for express train to Datong.  Upon arrival in Datong, local CITS meet / transfer to Datong Hotel for 2 nights. CITS books rooms with daily breakfast.

May 25 (Mon) Datong / Yungang Grottoes  Full-day pivate tour of Yungang Grottoes, Nine-Dragon Wall and Hanging Temple outside Datong.

May 26 (Tue) Datong / Beijing / Xian  Transfer to train station for your train ride back to Beijing. Upon arrival, meet / transfer to Beijing Airport for your flight Beijing / Xian. Upon arrival, CITS meet / transfer to Garden Hotel or Aurum International Hotel Xian for 2 nights with daily buffet breakfast. 

May 27 (Wed) XIAN Full-day private tour to the renowned Terra-Cotta Warriors Museum, Banpo Museum, Wild Goose Pagoda, the ancient City Wall, Great Mosque and Muslim quarters.  Tonight, go to enjoy the Shaanxi Provincial Theater Show & Dumpling Dinner in Xi'an. 

May 28 (Thu) XIAN / KUNMING / LIJIANG  After breakfast, check out and transfer to airport. Depart Xian for Kunming by flight 2 hours). Then connect same day flight Kunming - Lijiang (45 minutes). Upon arrival, local CITS meet / transfer to Jian Nan Chun Hotel Lijiang (at old town) for 2 nights with daily breakfast. CITS books rooms. Tour of Ancient Dayan Town. This evening enjoy the famous Naxi Minority concert show. 

May 29 (Fri) Li Jiang  Full-day tour to visit Dragon Spruce Meadow or Yak Meadow, Snow-capped Yulong Mountain, the Gan Sean, Baishui River, Jade Peak Temple and Baisha Fresco. Visit Black-Dragon Pool. 


May 30 (Sat) LiJiang / Dali  Check out and depart Lijiang for Dali by coach. Along the way we will stop by some minority villages for photo-taking and a tour. Upon arrival, check into local hotel for overnight. Tour in Dali including the Three Towers, Lake Erhai and Cang Shan plus the Bai village.

May 31 (Sun) Dali / Kunming / GUILIN Transfer to airport for your flight Dali / Kunming. If time permits, local CITS guide to meet you for a short city tour in Kunming. Then connect flight to Guilin. Upon arrival, local CITS meet / transfer to Park Hotel Guilin for 2 nights with daily breakfast. 

June 01 (Mon) Guilin / Li River Cruise Few could fail to be enraptured by the beauty of the Li River, with its delicate karst formations, beautiful rural scenery, and lush green hillsides with bizarre rock formations and caves. Centuries of poets and artists have immortalized the very scenes you'll savor on a full-day air-conditioned cruise along this unique and tranquil waterway. At end of the cruise, take a short tour in Yangshuo before returning to Guilin by private coach. Back top your hotel.

June 02 (Tue) GUILIN / SHANGHAI Morning tour in Guilin; Reed Flute Cave, Elephant Trunk Hill, Folded Brocade Hill and other sights in the city. Then transfer to airport for your flight Guilin / Shanghai. Upon arrival, meet / transfer to Broadway Mansions Shanghai or SHANGHAI HOTEL (4-star) for 3 nights with daily breakfast. Afternoon city tour in Shanghai: the Bund, Yu Yuan Garden.

June 03 (Wed) SHANGHAI Full-day tour: Shanghai Museum, Pudong New development Zone, Nanjing Road and Xin Tian Di area, plus other sights. A well known Shanghai acrobatic show tonight following dinner. 

June 04 (Thu) SHANGHAI / SUZHOU / SHANGHAI Transfer to Train Station. Take 50 minute train ride to Suzhou. Upon arrival, local CITS meet / transfer for full-day tour: Take canal boat ride on Grand Canal, tour one or two Chinese Gardens, plus visit to Silk Factory. Return to Suzhou late afternoon by express train and meet / transfer back to your hotel. 

June 05 (Fri) SHANGHAI / USA Check out and CITS transfer to Shanghai Airport for your flight out of 
Shanghai. End of China trip.


June 06 (Sat) TAIPEI: Breakfast and lunch in local restaurant.  Afternoon tour of National Palace Museum.  Evening tour of Shilin Night Market

June 07 (Sun) TAIPEI: Traditional Taiwanese Breakfast.  Half day tour of Taipei and the 101 district.  Afternoon cultural class.  Dinner in Shilin Night Market

June 08 (Mon) Taipei: CKS Memorial, Zoo, Tea Garden


June 09 (Tue) TAIPEI: Tour of Taonyuan Campus,  Flight back to United States!
Hours in China: 52 hours

Total class hours:  75 hours----------------------------4 credits

Assignments and Grades

PowerPoint Presentation on one of the Cities or Sites that we will visit

 or a Chinese Cultural Topic                                                                             10%

Current Events Presentation                                                                               5%

MC quiz on Siddhartha                                                                                       5%

Reaction paper on Spider Eaters                                                                        10%

Final Exam on in-class information                                                                   15%

Journal                                                                                                                10%

Journal Essay                                                                                                     15%

Outline and annotated bibliography of research paper                                       10%

Final draft of research paper                                                                               15% 

Tour Participation                                                                                                5%

                                                                                                                       ---------

                                                                                                                        100%

