First Year Experience

FYE 101:
Tuesdays at noon in Bridges 268

Instructor:
Stacy Voeller

Office:

Library 119

Phone:

477-2348

e-mail:

voeller@mnstate.edu


Office Hours:
By appointment

Required Text:  Getting the College Edge by Mona J. Casady

FYE is designed to help you get the most out of your college experience.  Although FYE is not structured like a traditional class, you do need to complete specific requirements to earn a passing grade.  Grading is based upon attendance and class participation, completion of class assignments, four required Passports, and development of an eFolio.  Grades will be lowered by one letter for each unexcused absence.  Excused absences must be approved before the beginning of class each week.  Messages left during class time constitute unexcused absences.

There are five required Passports in these areas:  Technology, Academic, Cultural, Wellness, and Community.  The Technology, Academic and Wellness passports will be assigned, you may choose your activities for the Cultural and Community passports. Since these passports are designed to introduce you to MSUM and the Fargo-Moorhead community, you will get credit only for campus or local community events.  There are due dates for passports, but try to complete them as soon as possible.  We will always take passports before the due date, we will not take them after.  Find more information about the passports at web.mnstate.edu/fye/passports.htm.

Since this FYE section is designated for students who have not yet declared a major, many class activities are designed to help you in the decision-making process.  Some of your passports are assigned specifically to help you make a choice.  For instance, the Academic Passport assignment will be to attend the Major Expo and obtain information on 3 – 5 different majors.  We’ll be giving you more specific information about these assignments as they approach.  For the Technology Passport, each of you will start your own eFolio Minnesota.  You’ll get more information about this September 9.  

Note:  Students with disabilities who believe they may need an accommodation in this class are encouraged to contact Greg Toutges, Coordinator of Disability Services at 477-2652 V/TTY, CMU 222 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely manner.

Class Objectives:  At the completion of this course, students will be able to:

a. Set and prioritize personal goals

b. Demonstrate effective study and test taking skills

c. Determine a personal stress management plan

d. Increase self-awareness

e. Develop an awareness of service organizations and other educational opportunities available on campus

f. Develop knowledge of major/career decision making resources

g. Enter into the advising process better informed

h. Improve problem solving skills

k.   Increase knowledge of alcohol use/abuse and available resources 

i. Build effective relationships

j. Develop an awareness of cultural diversity

k.   Improve money management skills

Grading system (remember grades are lowered one letter for each unexcused absence):



To earn an “A”



Four Reaction Papers



Five Passports



All assignments



To earn a “B”



Three Reaction Papers



Four Passports



All assignments



To earn a “C”



Three Reaction Papers



Three Passports



All but one assignment



To earn a “D”



Two Reaction Papers



Two Passports



All but one assignment

All assignments, including Reaction Papers and Passports, will receive either an “OK” or a “Do over.”  If you need to redo an assignment, it is due the following Wednesday at the beginning of class.  

Date              Course Schedule (subject to change)

August 26:


Introductions to FYE, MSUM and each other.  

Scavenger hunt of campus (turn in next week).

Read chapter 1, Orienting Yourself to College in Getting the College Edge. 

Sept 2:


Goals and Expectations, Managing Time—does your schedule reflect your goals?

Have Personal Profile (pp. 17-18) and Week at a Glance (p. 50) filled in, bring them and read chapter 3 for next week.  Hand in Scavenger Hunt.
Sept 9:


Continue Time Management, Campus Involvement



Introduction to Technology Passport

Read chapter 4 for next week

Reaction Paper One (goals assignment) due. 

Sept 16:


Introduction to Learning Style


Complete “Learning Style” worksheet

Campus Involvement reports due.

Sept 23:


Continue Learning Style, Relationships

Turn in Learning Style worksheet

Read Chapter 16 for next week.

Technology passport due—turn in your eFolio address
Sept 30:


Where’d my money go?  Money Management

Read Chapter 17 for next week

Reaction Paper two “Ways I can Make my Learning Style Work for Me” due
October 7:


Major Exploration

Read Chapters 5 and 6 for next week

Wellness passport due.

October 14:


Note taking and test taking


Read Chapter 8 for next week
Reaction Paper three, mid-semester progress report due
October 21:


What do I do when I’m not in class?

Guest speaker from the Hendrix Health Center

Read Chapter 13 for next week

Academic passport “Major Expo” report due
October 28:


Off-campus Opportunities, exploration update 

Sherry Estrem from NSE 

Bring your Bulletin and the spring schedule to class next week

Assignment:  Sign up for free cab ride service

Nov 4:


Advising and Registration

Where to begin and what to do to make it through your first solo registration

Sign up for appointments with Stacy

Nov 11: 


Stress Bingo, Sandi Schuette, Counseling Center


Reaction Paper four “My Progress Toward Choosing a Major” due

Nov 18:


Prepare for Finals, Test Taking

All Passports are DUE!

Nov 25:

Happy Thanksgiving/Fall Break!

Dec 2:
          

Diversity 

Dec 9:         


How far have I come? How far have we come?

Personal goal review.  Class evaluation.  Pizza.

